
SPECIAL COI]NCIL MEETING

October 20, 1976

The special CÍty Councll meetíng of October 20, L976 was calLed to order
by l"layor Jack o. Harper at.7230 p.m. AlL couneflnen were present.

The Council had previousl-y approved the liquor license ïequest for Bob &
Carol-rs Tavern. They were fnforned the partners had incorporated and the
new corporatÍon was caLled RSCP Enterprises. l"lr. WÍshart moved councíl
approve RSCP Enterprises as a substitute n¿¡me. I'fr. Thornton seconded the
motion, the vote was unanimous.

Council recognízed Ms. Jeanne l^Illliams. lfs. I{illians wlll be takfng over
the Shen¡ood Forrest tavern. The nerü nane t¡iL1 be Jeanníe ts Shernood
Forrest. l"Ir. Patr made a motfon to grant Jeanniets Sherwood Forrest theÍr
lícense. 1"1r. Thornton seconded the motÍon, the vote r¡as unanimous.

CouneiL reeognized DEQ representative, !fr. Bob Gílbert. !fr. Gilbert started
by giving Èhe council some background ínformatÍon. In the Late 60 ts and
70ts there t'ras a guíLding ban ín l.lashington County as a result of treat-
ment PLants causÍng probLens wlËh the Tualatin River and Streans. In July
L974 the ban was LÍfted because USA was formed and money was voted to
upgrade facíLítíes and Scoggins Dam was approved and under construction.
Two Large treatment pLants nroul-d be buÍlt and the oÊher 29 abandoned. AË
that meetlng DEQ r¡as al-lotted 100 pennit connecËions that wouLd be aLlowed.
The plant permit allows certafn Levels of pollutenÊs to be put ÍnËo the stream.
DEQ set some Linits on the sherwood pLant approxlmately 18 months ago,
its lfunits have been exceecied each month. The treatment plant has to
meet the permÍt Llmåts before additionaL permlts ¡vil1 be íssued. The
permit ís not a pernrít to poLLute. He stated USA did not have an indus-
triaL waste ordÍnance¡ and they are not satlsfíed qriËh the progress
being made.

!fr. Nimsr engíneer for a Local deveLoper, stated that 1t nas an EPA grant
requírement that f.ndustrial waste lÍmits be set.

l"fr. Iniishart saíd Íf the problem is the materÍal that flows Ínto the
TuaLatin River, how much fron Sherwood fLor,¡s ínto the Tualatin River?
DEQ sald that durÍng the suÍrtrer months non of Sherwoodtg waste reaches the
TuaLatin RLver, however durl.ng the weË season there is as much as three
tímes the flor¿ as ln the dry areatherl This increased flow effects the
treatment. They said the suspended solids are being vfoLated. The
nomal ís 200 pts per million, FrontÍer Leather ls 4 to 5 times that. There
are sotre things Ëhat Frontier LeaÊher could do such as use the setËeling
ponds.

l{r. Hartford asked if 50 more se}rer connections wouldnfË be a very small
amounË. DEQ repLÍed that they do not arant Ëo compound the probLem. ¡,fr.
I{artford stated it r¿as not reasonable to deny Ëhe 50 hookups. DEQ stated
we have had LB months of violatÍon. Ile also sËated all their correspon-
dence had been ¡¿ith USA. 1"1r. WlsharË pointed out that Mr. Dulay had saíd
he sar¿ no real dÍfficulty ín the Cityts future.
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l'fr. Hartford read a portion of the CÍtyrs eontract wlth USA and he stated
he thought part of the problem r^ras that the plant was not operated and
supervÍsed on a datly basÍs. ì,fr. Mlke Matthews from USA sald the plant
is operating as efficiently as any ËrÍckle filter plant. He stated that
during the past 18 - 24 months a great deaL has been done. They expl.ored
alL chemicals and polimers that r¿ould do the job, alL met with failure.
They started adding polimers the 20th of last month and to date had had
three vioLaËions.

l"lr. Wishart read DEQrs LeËter of the l.3th and asked how long wouLd the eva}
uation of Ëhe ptant Ëake.

l-fr. Don Nelson from Frontier Leather said he had misquoted Ëhe suspended
soLids figure aË the Last meeting. He said Ëhey are beLow the cityts con-
Ëract on BOD. Mr. Nelson sald they had put $1001000 fnto Frontler Leather
ln Ëhe last 6 months. l4r. John Fllbert of CI{2M Hí11, said there are no
EPA publíshed pre-treatment requfrements with regard to tannerys. lIe
said Ëhere are opportunitf.es to decrease the suspended soLids to the
Sherr¿ood planË. They are trying to remove the chroÍie. 1I,ê said they coul-d
put the poLishíng ponds into operation. Mr. Nelson saLd he thlnks the
hydrauLíc pressure is a major iËem.

l,fr. Ì{ishart asked if Frontier teatherfs dÍscharges ¡¡ere unhealthful and if
the discharges from the pLant r¡ere unhealthfuL. l,Ir. Fllbert said most of
them are sofL bacteria.

l{r. Nims asked íf DEQ hadnrË just recently inplemented a progfam for
lndustrial- waste !ùater users. tfr. Stan LeSeur of IISA stated that USA
does have an industríal wasÊe ordinance ¡¡hich r,¡ould require industries to
pretreat to EPA guideLines.

I"lr. Matthews said it ls very diffÍcuLt Ëo measure Ëhe flovr from Frontier
Leather. I'fr. NeLson said they heve starÈed reguLating the disch¿lrge. ¡lfr.
trIíshart poinÊed out that Ëhe City of Sherwood is aË Èhe mercy of r¡hatever
Frontíer Leather does.

ÐEQ said they nranted 30 days for Èhe pLant to demonstraËe the permit LírnÍts
couLd be met. He saíd polímers are vêry fíckle and a slíght ehange ín
temperature or sehrerage flow couLd ehange them.

Mr. Níms questioned ¡¡hat perÍod of demonstratÍoa. DËQ replied for USA to
continue the chemÍcal r¿ork and Frontier Leather Ëo r¿ork on suspended solids
and surging. Mr. Níms asked if they donrË do anyËhing more, and lf they
are 1n complíance for another 30 days wilL DEQ authorize pe:xrits. DEQ said
they wí1L reevaLuate Ít and would probabLy be abLe to granË addltional
permf.ts.

I"Ir. I.Il.shart asked if it aLtered DEQts thlnklng at aLL since there is no
contract on suspended soLids. DEQ said there ís a suspendeci solids
probLem. There are sone things Frontier T,eather can do very quíckLy wíthin
Ëhe nexË two r¡eeks.
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Mr. Níms stated r47e are trying very hard to undersÈand everyonefs probLem.
tr{e see a sewer system that may not even effeet that system t /L0 of !7., r
assu¡ne froro USAts remarks you are in eonpliance.

Þfr. NeLson polnted out that Frontier Leather is closed 12-15 days at
Christmas. !lr. Matthews saÍd in the month of December the average suspended
solíds were 35 and in January it was 43. I&. l'{atthet¡s said Shen¡ood fs
scheduLed to hook up to Durhær in 18 to 24 months.

lufr. Nims stated Ëhey want 26 ser¡er permits, and requested the couneil wriÈe
a let,ter requestÍng that nr¡nber of se¡¡er pernits. !lr. James Cardin, another
Local deveLoper sÈated they had needs of perhaps 200 permiËs over the next
lèãTc I'lr. Mllburn said lEe eouLd use up to 75 pe::urits now.

l"frs. MarJorie Ste¡¡arË asked how much of the line to llurhæ Ls in. Mr.
Mattherùs replíed thaË less than 5%. The holdup Ís not ín IISA it ís in
seeuring the federal grant money. He stated ít ¡trould be abouË $1001000 toput in an addftÍonaL fÍLtratíon sysËem.

l"fr. ffishart asked ff that would increase
I{íshart asked }fr. FíLbert rvhen wíll you
FíLberË said part of the probleur will be

l4r. Cardin aslced r¡ho maú<es the decísion
appeaLabLe. Mr. Gílbert lnforned him he
appealabLe.

the capacity of the plant. Ift.
have the problem whlpped? !4r.
cured Ín a month to 6 t"reeks.

on Sherr¿ood and are the decislons
made the decision and yes, ft was

!4r. Ilarley Huebner stated DEQ was penallzlng the whoLe town for Frontier
Leather.

lulr. HarËford asked what would the flltering system do and r¡hat does it
consist of. Mr. Mêtthews explained it Ís different Layeïs of different
types of fil-ters.

The councÍlr DEQ, usA, and Frontier Leather all agreed to meeü agaín on
November 17 to see what progress had been made.

I'Ir. Ilartford saÍd Sherwood is being differentiaËed against and pointed
out oÊher areas stil1 developing that have a slmilar probLern Ëo ours.

USA sËaÊed the chemicaLs are costing about $40 a day. Î"fr. Nelson sËated
again that their suspended soliris êre not that far off, and that the f1oçr
probLem ttas their gteatesË thÍng. l,Ír. ¡datthews pointed out Ëhat one of the
probiems ís poor cørmunícations.

The meetíng ended with a1L pârËies agreeing Ëo meet again on November !7.

Blankenbaker, Recorder


