
City of Sherwood, Oregon

RESOLUTION NO. 91.-486

A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE EST.ABLISHMENT OF THE OREGON HOUSING
FUND.

IVHEREAS, there is a critical need for affordable
Oregon, and

housing Ín

V4IHEREAS, this need includes f irst
moderate incomes, elderly persons on fixed
heads of households, and many service
economyi and

time homebuyers wÍth
income, single parent
workers in the local

VIHEREAS, t,he need f or af f ordable housÍng is especÍaIly
critical to row-income families, many of whom pay as much as 50t
to 70* of their Íncome for housirg; and

I/\ïHEREAS, hlashi-ngton County's housing costs are among the
highest in the state; and

WHEREAS, 34,000 of lfashington County residents have Íncomes
lower than the federal poverty level; and

!üHEREAS, many of these low income families are at risk of
becoming homeless; and

VìIHEREAS, the demand f or emergency shelter in Vrlashington
County has risen by 1068 over the last 3 years; and

V'IHEREAS, the Vtashington County CommunÍty Development PIan
has identified the need for affordable housing and homeless
services and pointed to a lack of available resourcesi and

VÍHEREAS, federal assistance for public housing has been cut
by 77* since 1980; and

WHEREAS, state support is needed to fill the gap
affordable housing by developing new housing resources; and
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VÍHEREAS, the Oregon Housing Fund legislatÍon Ís being
introduced, whÍch would appropriate funds to develop affordable
housÍng through constructÍon and rehabilitation, and provide
emergency housÍng servi-ces to prevent homel-essness and assÍst the
homeless; and

NOVù, THEREFORE, BE rT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF SHERVüOOD,
OREGON supports the Oregon Housing Fund and urges the State
Legislature to establish and provide approprÍations for this
Fund.

Duly passed by the CÍty CouncÍI on February 27, 199L.

c A. Ho ,

Attest:

Po B a ker
City order
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CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Route L, Box 220tit
Forest Grove, Oregon 92116

February 8, 199L

(

Mayor Rick Hoñnbaum
Clty of Sherwood
90 N.tl. Park
Sherwood, At 97140

Dear Mayor Hohnbaum:

Ife are wrlting to you today on behalf of Concerned cltizens forÀffordable Houslng to request your support for proposed stateleglslation whlch would create and provide approprfåtfõns for the
Oregon Houslng Fund.

The lack of affordable housing Is a growlng problem in every clty1n tlashlngton County. Flrst-tlme homebuyers face difficuft-yenterlng the homeownershlp market slnce averãge home sales prlceã
range from 9?61000 ln the west county to over $100,000 ln theeast county. For low lncome famllies the affordabllity problemls partlcularly severe. Rents ln excess of S500 a month for two
bedroom apartments are common place. Rents for new apartmentshave lncreased 35t durlng the past three years. At any polnt lntime 11000 famllies are on the county Houslng Authorltyls-waltlngIlst for rental assistance. Requests for aãsistance by homelesãfamilies have lncreased by J-06t over the Last three years. Forevery famlly served by local homeless shelters, three éo unserveddue to lack of space.

{tny, states, includlng Ïlashington, Alaska, and californla, havedeveloped houslng trust funds to provlde state supporù forbuilding affordable houslng In llght of the dramatlc Aeðrease ínfederal fundlng durlng the 1980rs. several attachments areenclosed which descrlbe the proposed oregon Houslng Fund. Thefund ls lncluded ln the governorrs propósed budget] trre Fundwould be a ne$/ toor that local noñ-profit and for-profitdevelopers could use to create affordable ñouslng. The punã ls agood lnvestment. Every dorrar spent wirr be matched by flvedollars ln prlvate equlty. commerclal loans, and other foims ofpubllc fundlng.

tle belleve that the oregon Houslng Fund w111 be of great benefitto the cltles of !Íashlngton County. There Is a growtng interestin the fund by the governor and among legisratois. we requestthat you take actlon to express your suþport for the fund, A
sample resolutlon 1s attached for your convince.
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Thank you for taklng the tlme to consider thls matter and please
feel free to contact elther Leon Laptook (642-3236) or Gudrun
tteber ( 357-34L6 ) if you require any additional inf orrnatlon.

S i ncere 1y,

Åfl^*,J
run tÍeber

Cha i rperson,
Concerned Cltizens for
Affordable Houslng

Attachment

teon Laptook
Steerlng Committee Member,
Concerned Cltizens for
Affordable HousÍng
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OREGON HOUSING FUND

BTLL SU}ÍMÀRY

1. Establishes the Oregon llousing Fund and appropriates $95,OOO,OO0
to it.
) Fund

The
The

is comprised of tvro accounts.
Emergency Àccount
Housing DeveÌopment and Guarantee Account

5,000,000 is appropriated to the Emergency Àccount.
A. It is managed by the Department of Human Resources.
B. The $15/00O,00O is used for a number of purposes.

(1) Transitional housing services
(2) State shelter assistance program
(3) In-home disabled and elderly services
(4) Emergency rent and mortgage assistance

4. $8O,oo0,OO0 is appropriated to the Housi-ng Development and
Guarantee Account.

À. Only the revenue earned from Development Account
j-nvestments can be spent.

B. The revenue is managed by the Oregon Housing Council
C. The revenue must be userl to construct low-income housing,

either new construction or rehabilitation.
D. Grants r.qould be given to developers for-prof its, nol-

profits (community development corporations) or government entities
such as housing authorities or development commissions on the
basis of cost effectiveness and general effectiveness in housingr
l-ow-income households

E. At least 752 of the revenue must be spent for households
earning less than 508 of area median incorne.

F. No more than 254 of the revenue may be spent for households
earning -50å to 80* of area median income

c. Funds can also be used by the Council for technical
assistance by the Council to developers and for Council
administrative costs.

H. The Development Account shall be used as a ]oan guarantee
account for gruaranteeing commercial mortgages to low-income
households.

e
A
B

5. The BilI also
Development Àccount.
sought.

dedicates 5Z of
Other sources of

lottery revenues to the
dedicated revenue are being

ro/re/eo



HOUSTNG ÀND HOMELESSNESS

The Problem

* The cost of housing has risen faster than wages during the past
ten years: 472 for housing rentals to 342 for wages.* vacancy rates are less than 3t in portland; less than Lå in
salem, Eugene, Hood River, Lâ Grande, Madras and other areas.* Most below-middle income households cannot pay rent and
utilities for less than 3Oå of their income.* 50,000 poverty-leveI households pay more than 3oå of their
income for rent and utilities , 25, OOO of those pay more than
50t of their incomeì \2,500 pay more than 7oz. Àr1 are at risk
of homelessness.

* 400O to 5000 people are homeless in Oregon every night.* Housing problems for the poor are made worse by the costs of
home heating fueLsr. transportation, food, education, health
care, plus lack of education and job training, mental and
physical disabilities, emotíonal instability, and alcohol and
drug abuse.

Necessary Legislation: rrThe Oregon Housing Fund!'

,r
*

*

The oreqon Housinq Fund wouLd provide for two accounts.
The Housing Develor:ment and Guarantee Account would provide
matching money for developers of low income housing, for both
new construction and rehabiLitation.
The Emersency Account would help conmunities provide emergency
rent and mortgage assistance for those who would otherwise
become homeless, in-home care to the disabled and elderly not
falling under existing programs, shelters and basic assiitance
to homeless individuals and fanilies, and transj,tional housing
services to those who are escaping from homelessness.* The appropriation for the Development Account would be a
one-time expenditure, necessary in this bienniurn only. This
money would remain in trust and generate an annual income
for matching grants.

* The grants would be managed by the state Housing councir.* Additional, dedicated sources of funds would continue to
build the Development Account* The Emergency Account would require a biennial appropriation
and woul,d be nanaged by the Department of Human Resources.

Requested Appropriation
* $80,000r000 for Housing Developrnent and Guarantee Account.* $L5r000,000 for Emergency Àccount.

For F\¡rther Inforaation Contact Peter Grundfossen, 2'73-4506

Source: Hr¡nan Services Coalition of Oregon Wtrite Paper, 1990-91
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