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Hello Katie-
 
Happy Friday. DEQ has completed its review of the 4th Quarter 2025 Progress Report for
the Seaport Midstream Partners (SMP) Terminal prepared by GHD on behalf of SMP and
has prepared the attached comments. DEQ is requesting an RTC and revised report for
at least its primary (i.e., general and specific) comments by March 18, 2026.
 
DEQ has included Comment 3 as a To Be Considered comment for consideration by
SMP and GHD.  If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
 
Regards,
 
Jeffrey K. Schatz, R.G.
Project Manager/Hydrogeologist
Northwest Region Cleanup Program
Department of Environmental Quality
700 NE Mulnomah Street, Suite 600
Portland, OR 97232
jeff.schatz@deq.oregon.gov
503-863-0810
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Department of Environmental Quality 
Northwest Region 


  700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600 
 Tina Kotek, Governor Portland, OR  97232 
  (503) 229-5263 
  FAX (503) 229-6945 


  TTY 711 
January 30, 2026 
 
 
J. Douglas Hall, P.G. 
Director, Environmental Compliance 
TransMontaigne 
dhall@transmontaigne.com 
  
Re: DEQ Comments on Fourth Quarter 2025 Progress Report 
 SMP Terminal  
 Cleanup Program ID No. 1528 
 Portland Harbor Superfund Site 
 
Dear J. Douglas Hall, 
 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the document titled 
Fourth Quarter 2025 Progress Report (Report) dated January 15, 2026, submitted by GHD 
Services Inc. (GHD) on behalf of Seaport Midstream Partners, LLC (SMP) for the Portland 
Terminal at 9930 NW St. Helens Road, Portland, Oregon (Site). 
 
The Report summarizes gauging and liquid phase hydrocarbon (LPH) removal activities 
conducted at the Site during the fourth quarter of 2025 under the Voluntary Agreement for 
Remedial Investigation and Source Control Measures (Agreement) dated June 20, 2000. DEQ 
has the following comments on the Report:  
 
General Comments 
 


1) DEQ appreciates SMP’s consistent and timely submittal of quarterly progress reports to 
document actions taken in support of source control under the Agreement consistent with 
the Joint Source Control Strategy. Occasionally, review of the figure showing interpreted 
flow in the shallow groundwater zone prompts DEQ to want to review information 
related to historical depth to water and depth to LPH. However, the comprehensive table 
summarizing these data1 is submitted to DEQ once per year as part of the annual report 
and as a result, only data for the previous calendar year can be reviewed. Starting in the 
first quarter of 2026, please include the updated table in the quarterly progress reports. 


 
 
 
 


 
1 Table 2 – Groundwater Elevations and Liquid Phase Hydrocarbon Thickness. 2024 Annual Groundwater 
Monitoring Report – Rev. 2. GHD. June 6, 2026. 
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Specific Comments 
 


2) Figure 6 Shallow Zone Groundwater Elevation Contours. 
a. Based on data collected in 2025, groundwater elevations for monitoring wells 


MW-14, MW-18, and MW-19 have been within approximately 1 foot of each 
other. DEQ notes a possible anomalous elevation for MW-14 during the fourth 
quarter of 2025 and suggests double-checking the field data sheets to rule out an 
error in recording/transcription of the depth to groundwater or the calculated 
groundwater elevation. 


b. DEQ reviewed Figure 6 for all of the 2025 quarterly progress reports and noted 
that monitoring well HC-1S was reported as “not measured” (first and second 
quarters) or “dry” (third and fourth quarters). In contrast, DEQ notes that well 
HC-1S was successfully gauged in three of four quarters in 2024. Please provide 
discussion regarding whether specific factors (e.g., well construction and/or 
logistical considerations) are preventing the collection of data from this well and 
if modifications should be considered. 


 
To Be Considered Comments 
 


3) Table 1 LPH Recovery By Area. DEQ continues to note discrepancies impacting the 
accuracy of the information in this table and is providing this feedback for consideration 
by SMP and GHD. DEQ acknowledges that in comparison to the cumulative volume of 
LPH removed and groundwater treated to date by the Hydraulic Source Control Measure 
(SCM), the discrepancies noted below are generally minor. However, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Tribes, and other parties in the Portland 
Harbor Technical Coordinating Team will comprehensively review site information in 
annual groundwater monitoring reports and source control evaluations for relevant 
pathways. An accurate accounting of the performance of SCMs implemented to control 
the discharge of LPH, dissolved total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) and associated 
constituents to the Willamette River may provide more robust support for a future 
proposed source control decision (SCD). DEQ notes the following: 


a. According to the first quarter 2025 progress report2, 20 gallons of LPH were 
recovered from the “Other” area; however, the 20 gallons of LPH were not carried 
forward into the progress reports submitted for the remainder of 2025. This 
suggests the information in the March 2025 total, the summed total (January 2005 
to present), and total recovered fields in Table 1 should be adjusted 20 gallons 
higher.  


b. The monthly LPH total for the first quarter of 2025 (311 gallons) in Table 1 of the 
Report is inconsistent with information provided in Section 1.2 of the first quarter 
2025 progress report, which stated that recovery for January 2025, February 2025, 
and March 2025 totaled 326 gallons (i.e. a discrepancy of 15 gallons). DEQ is 
highlighting this discrepancy only to encourage cross-checking of the information 
provided in Section 1.2 of the progress reports against Table 1 to ensure 
consistency. DEQ is not asking for revision of the first quarter 2025 progress 
report. 


 
2 GHD (2025). First Quarter 2025 Progress Report. April 15, 2025. 
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c. The sum of the area-specific LPH recovery totals (January 2005 to present) is 
50,961 gallons recovered. However, the Monthly Total column (January 2005 to 
present) shows 51,897 gallons of LPH recovered through the end of 2025, 
representing a difference of 936 gallons. It is DEQ’s understanding that these 
values should be equivalent. If DEQ’s understanding of the information 
represented by these fields is incorrect, please provide an appropriate explanation.  


d. Based on information provided in Table 1 of the fourth quarter 2024 progress 
report3, at the end of 2024, the total cumulative recovery for the South & Central 
Area was 36,601 gallons. Similarly, summing the monthly totals in Table 1 of the 
Report, 959 gallons of LPH were recovered from the South & Central Area in 
2025. Therefore, the expected cumulative total for the South & Central Area at 
the end of 2025 is 37,560 gallons. However, the cumulative total for this area at 
the end of 2025 is reported to be 37,383 gallons, representing a possible under-
reporting of 177 gallons. DEQ recommends that SMP investigate the source of 
the discrepancy noted in Comment 3c or include a table footnote indicating the 
area-specific LPH totals (January 2005 to present) may have uncertainty of up to 
936 gallons.  


 
Please prepare a Response to Comment, revise the Report to address at least DEQ’s primary (i.e., 
general and specific) comments, and resubmit by March 18, 2026. If additional time is needed, 
please contact me to discuss an extension.  
 
DEQ appreciates the continued efforts of SMP and GHD to perform monitoring in support of 
upland source control. If you have questions regarding these comments, do not hesitate to call 
(503-863-0810) or email (jeff.schatz@deq.oregon.gov) me. 
 
Respectfully, 
 


 
Jeff K. Schatz, R.G. 
Project Manager and Hydrogeologist 
NWR Cleanup Section 
 
ec: Rebecca Digiustino, Project Manager, DEQ 
 Dave Lacey, Source Control Coordinator, DEQ 
 Scott Kranz, Project Director, GHD 
 YDO Cleanup File No. 1528 
  
 


 
3 GHD (2025). Fourth Quarter 2024 Progress Report Seaport – Rev. 2 – Attachment 1. February 5, 2025. 
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