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January 30, 2026 
 
Sarah Van Glubt 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
Northwest Region 
700 NE Multnomah St., Suite #600 
Portland, OR 97232 
 
Re: 2025 Inspection Summary – Treated Sub-Grade Berm 
 Portland International Airport 
 ECSI #2118 
 
Sarah, 
 
This letter, prepared on behalf of the Port of Portland (Port), documents the inspection and reporting associated with 
the Treated Sub-Grade Berm (Berm) constructed at the Portland International Airport (PDX). Berm management for 
the period covered by this report (2025) has been in accordance with the Treated Sub-Grade Berm Management 
Report, dated May 28, 1998.  
  
Project Background  

The materials contained in the Berm were excavated as part of the Terminal Expansion South, Phase I (TES I) project 
in 1997. Approximately 15,750 cubic yards of soil containing total petroleum hydrocarbons and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons were generated and stockpiled as part of the TES I project. A Record of Decision (ROD) allowing the 
contaminated soil to be managed as a berm within PDX was issued by the DEQ on July 24, 1998. The Berm was 
constructed during the latter part of 1998 along the northwest airport margin, near Marine Drive (Figures 1 and 2).  It 
consists of contaminated soil overlain by 12 inches of compacted, clean soil. A demarcation layer composed of flagging 
tape is present at the interface. A security fence with multiple warning signs surrounds the Berm. The remedial action 
objectives for the Berm, as specified in the ROD, are:  

• Preventing exposure to petroleum contaminated soil; and 

• Ensuring that the contaminated soil will not be disturbed in the future. 
 

These objectives have been accomplished through berm design and construction, security fencing, informational 
signage, maintenance, and regular monthly inspections. 
 
Inspections 

Monthly inspections were conducted in 2025 to document the status of the Berm and ensure compliance with the ROD.  
Apex Companies personnel, authorized designees of the Port, performed inspections of the Berm area. Direct access 
to the Berm was gained through a locked gate located on the southwest side of the perimeter fence. A Berm Inspection 
Form was completed for each site visit. Copies of the completed inspection forms are included as an attachment to 
this letter. Representative photographs of the Berm area taken during the 2025 inspections are also included as an 
attachment to this letter. 
 



Sarah Van Glubt, DEQ January 30, 2026 
Treated Sub-Grade Berm – Portland International Airport Page 2 

15618 SW 72nd Avenue, Tigard, OR 97224  T 503.924.4704  F 503.943.6357  www.apexcos.com 

No failures of the soil cover were recorded in 2025. The vegetation cover remains well established and areas of active 
erosion were not noted. Port Airport Maintenance performs periodic mowing of the vegetative cover. Mowing 
occasionally creates shallow scars in the cover material, usually on the slope transitions on the Berm. No significant 
scarring was noted during the 2025 inspection period. Vole activity on the Berm has remained persistent over the past 
year and continues to be noted during the inspections. Vole abatement activities are undertaken for the Berm to 
coincide with similar activities on the greater PDX airfield.  Himalayan blackberries periodically become part of the 
vegetation on the berm as they grow more quickly than other species, particularly in the fall and winter when other 
plants are dormant. The routine mowing removes most of the blackberries and allows other types of vegetation to grow.  
 
Informational signage remains posted at regular intervals along the entire perimeter fence and was in place throughout 
the reporting period.   
 
Historically, minimal disturbance or erosion of the Berm has been observed. As such, Apex Companies recommends 
a reduced inspection frequency from monthly to quarterly schedule for future inspections.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nick Thornton 
Senior Project Manager  
 
 
cc: Dan Hafley, DEQ  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Figure 1 – Site Location Map 
Figure 2 – Site Plan 
 
Attachment A – Berm Inspection Forms 
Attachment B – Photograph Log 
 



Site

Note: Base map prepared from USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle of Mount Tabor, OR-WA, dated 2020 as provided by USGS.gov.
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Note:  Base map prepared from a 2013
Port of Portland AutoCAD base Oregon
Metro www.oregonmetro.gov/rlis (2018).



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A 
Berm Inspection Forms 
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 1 

 

Photo Date: 01/29/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

January 2025 inspection, 
representative photo south side of the 
berm.  

  
 

Photo No: 2 

 
 

Photo Date: 01/29/2025 

Orientation: NW 

Description:  

January 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of top of berm.  
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Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 3 

 
 

Photo Date: 01/29/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

January 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of southwest side 
of berm and fencing. 

  
 

Photo No: 4 
 

 
 

Photo Date: 02/25/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

February 2025 inspection, 
representative of the south side of the 
berm.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 5 

 
 

Photo Date: 02/25/2025 

Orientation: SW 

Description:  

February 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of top of the 
berm.  

  
 

Photo No: 6 

 
 
 

Photo Date: 02/25/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

February 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of east side of the 
berm and fencing from top of the berm.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 7 

 

 

Photo Date: 03/26/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

March 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of south side of berm looking 
east. 

  

 

Photo No: 8 

 

Photo Date: 03/26/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

March 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the west end of the berm 
looking north.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 9 

 

Photo Date: 03/26/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

March 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of berm looking west.  

  

 

Photo No: 10 

 
 

Photo Date: 04/15/2025 

Orientation: NE 

Description:  

April 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the north side of the berm. 
View looking from top of the berm.   
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 11 
 

 
 

Photo Date: 04/15/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

April 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the top of the berm. 

  

 

Photo No: 12 

 
 

Photo Date: 04/15/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

April 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the south side fence and 
berm. 
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 13 

 
 

Photo Date: 05/22/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

May 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the east side of the berm. 
View from top of the berm facing east. 

  

 

Photo No: 14 

 

Photo Date: 05/25/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

May 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the top of the berm. 
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 15 

 

Photo Date: 05/22/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

May 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the south side of the berm.  

  

 

Photo No: 16 

 

Photo Date: 06/24/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

June 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the south side of the berm.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 17 

 

Photo Date: 06/24/2025 

Orientation: SW 

Description:  

June 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the top of the berm.   

  

 

Photo No: 18 

 
 

Photo Date: 06/24/2025 

Orientation: S 

Description:  

June 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the east end of the berm. 
View of observed blackberry growth.   
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 19 

 

Photo Date: 07/25/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

July 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of top of the berm. 

  

 

Photo No: 20 

 

Photo Date: 07/25/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

July 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the south fence and the 
southwest corner of the berm.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 21 

 

Photo Date: 07/25/2025 

Orientation: NE 

Description:  

July 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the southeast corner of the 
berm and fence.  

  

 

Photo No: 22 

 
 

Photo Date: 08/28/2025 

Orientation: NW 

Description:  

August 2025 inspection, photo of the 
southwest corner of the berm. Scarring 
and lack of vegetation present.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 23 

 
 

Photo Date: 08/28/2025 

Orientation: NW 

Description:  

August 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the top of the berm.  

  

 

Photo No: 24 

 

Photo Date: 08/28/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

August 2025 inspection, representative 
photo of the north side of the berm. 
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 25 

 

Photo Date: 09/24/2025 

Orientation: NE 

Description:  

September 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the west side 
of the berm. 

  

 

Photo No: 26 

 

Photo Date: 09/24/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

September 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top and 
north side of the berm. 
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 27 

 

Photo Date: 09/24/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

September 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top and 
south side of the berm.   

  

 

Photo No: 28 

 

Photo Date: 10/28/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

October 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the south side 
of the berm. 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

 
Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 29 

 

Photo Date: 10/28/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

October 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top of the 
berm. 

  

 

Photo No: 30 

 

Photo Date: 10/28/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

October 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the east end of 
the berm. View from the top of the 
berm.   
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 31 

 

Photo Date: 11/24/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

November 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the north side 
of the berm.   

  

 

Photo No: 32 

 

Photo Date: 11/24/2025 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

November 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the south side 
of the berm.   
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 33  

Photo Date: 11/24/2025 

 

Orientation: E 

Description:  

November 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top of the 
berm.  

 

 

 

Photo No: 34 

 
 

Photo Date: 12/29/2025 

Orientation: N 

Description:  

December 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top and 
west side of the berm.  
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Project Name:  2025 PDX TES Berm Inspection s   Client:  Port of Portland 
Project Number: POR012-0314032-25010501    Location:  Portland, Oregon 
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Photo No: 35 

 

Photo Date: 12/29/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

December 2025 inspection, 
representative photo of the top of the 
berm. 

  

 

Photo No: 36 

 

Photo Date: 12/29/2025 

Orientation: W 

Description:  

December 2025 inspection, photo of 
locked gate.  

  

 


	Project Background
	Inspections
	Attachments

		2026-01-30T14:28:02-0800
	Nick Thornton




