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DEQ Rule Project Proposal Process
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rulemaking 
identified 

Program 
Manager and 
Administrator 

agree on 
need and 
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completes 
planning 
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Leadership 
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approves
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Rulemaking Plan

• Approved rulemaking 
projects

• Preliminary timelines
• Description of purpose 

and scope 
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Rulemaking Process

Initiate

• Research key 
issues

• Draft policy 
concepts or 
draft rules

• Plan advisory 
committee 

Advisory 
Committee 
Meeting(s)

• Technical and 
policy advice

• Review draft 
rules and Fiscal 
and Racial 
Equity Impact 
Statements

Notice and 
Comment 

Period
• Publish notice 

and proposed 
rules

• Begin 
accepting 
public comment

Public Hearing

• Agency 
explains 
proposed rules

• Anyone can 
attend

• Anyone can 
submit written 
or verbal 
comments

Response to 
Comment

• DEQ staff 
reviews, 
considers and 
responds to all 
comments

• DEQ may 
make 
adjustments
based on public 
comment

Final Proposal 
and Action

• DEQ prepares 
report that 
summarizes 
rules, public 
comment and 
response to 
comments

• EQC 
deliberates and 
may vote to 
take action

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Time in Months
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Current Rulemaking Plan 
Air Quality Land Quality Water Quality Office of Greenhouse 

Gas Programs
• Oregon Clean Vehicle 

Rebate Program 
• ACDP Fees 
• Volatile Organic 

Compounds 
• Landfills and 

Crematory 
Incinerators

• Cleaner Air Oregon 
TRV Update 

• Recycling 
Modernization 
Act

• Water Quality Fees 
• Umpqua River Basin 

Temperature TMDL
• John Day River Basin 

Temperature TMDL
• Snake River Temperature 

TMDL
• Rogue River Temperature 

Basin Temperature TMDL

• Climate Protection 
Program EITE 

• Greenhouse Gas 
Reporting Program Fees

• Clean Fuels 
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Delegation of Final Adoption
• EQC is the rulemaking authority for DEQ
• ORS 183.325 provides authority for delegation
• Streamlines process for procedural/administrative 

actions, saving commission time for more substantive 
issues

• Criteria:
– Permanent adoption of certain temporary rules
– Limited or no policy discretion for the commission 
– Routine alignment with federal standards and other procedural 

maneuvers
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Looking Forward
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• 2026 Director delegation proposal (March)
• HB 3569 implementation (legislator participation on 

RACs)
• Strategic Plan Goal: “Continue to enhance the decision-

support functions and tools used to inform the work of the 
Environmental Quality Commission.”



Title VI and Alternative Formats

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, 
sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration 
of its programs and activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español  |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربیة
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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