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MINUTES 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING 
June 25, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
313 Court Street, The Dalles, Oregon  97058 

Via Zoom / Livestream via City Website 

PRESIDING: Robert McNary, Chair 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Forust Ercole, Eric Gleason, Victor Johnson, one position 
vacant 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

OTHERS ABSENT: 

None 

Museum Commission Representative Julie Reynolds 

City Councilor Scott Randall 

STAFF PRESENT: Senior Planner Sandy Freund, Planning Technician Paula 
Webb, Administrative Assistant Crystal Sayre 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair McNary at 4:04 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair McNary led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chair McNary proposed amending the agenda to include a moment of silence in memory of Karl 
Vercouteren, a former Commissioner. 
It was moved by Ercole and seconded by Johnson to approve the agenda as amended. The 
motion carried 4/0; Ercole, Gleason, McNary and Johnson voting in favor, none opposed, one 
position vacant. 
A moment of silence was held in memory of Commissioner Vercouteren. Chair McNary then 
asked if any commissioners would like to speak on behalf of Commissioner Vercouteren. 
Representative Reynolds noted being in the Cascade Singers with him, and stated that he had a 
nice voice. Senior Planner Freund presented Commissioner Vercouteren’s obituary, 
Attachment 1. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Representative Reynolds noted that the draft minutes incorrectly listed her as voting multiple 
times despite not being a voting member, and recommended that the minutes be corrected. 
It was moved by Gleason and seconded by Ercole to approve the minutes of January 22, 2025 as 
corrected. The motion carried 4/0; Ercole, Gleason, McNary and Johnson voting in favor, none 
opposed, one position vacant. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Representative Reynolds read the rules of a public hearing. Chair McNary then asked if any 
Commissioner had ex parte contact, conflict of interest or bias, which would prevent an impartial 
decision. Commissioner Johnson noted familial ties, but would offer an unbiased decision. Chair 
McNary opened the public hearing at 4:18 p.m. 
HLC Application 219-24, Ellen Potter, 102 East 2nd Street 
Request: Approval to paint a mural on the south-facing alley wall of the subject property. 
Senior Planner Freund provided the staff report and presentation (Attachment 2). The proposal is 
for a mural featuring "Winnie the Pooh and Friends" painted by The Dalles Art Center summer 
camp students under the guidance of local artist Denae’ Manion. The mural would measure 
approximately 8 feet by 16 feet and be located on the south-facing alley wall of a non-
contributing building within the Downtown Historic District. Staff recommended approval based 
on consistency with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and The Dalles Municipal Code 
Chapter 11.12. 
Ellen Potter, Executive Director, The Dalles Art Center, 220 East 4th Street, The Dalles 
Applicant Ellen Potter, Executive Director of The Dalles Art Center, described the project as a 
way to introduce children to public art and historic appreciation. The design references a historic 
mural formerly located in The Dalles Art Center, formerly Carnegie Library. 
Commissioner Johnson supported the project, noting the value of youth engagement in historic 
preservation and the mural's whimsical nature. 
Commissioner Gleason highlighted its consistency with the Wall Dogs murals and emphasized 
its discoverable alley location. 
Representative Reynolds asked whether the mural would be included in the City’s mural guide, 
which the applicant confirmed was likely. 
Commissioner Ercole expressed personal excitement, noting the mural would be visible from his 
mother-in-law’s workplace. 
Chair McNary closed the public hearing at 4:30 p.m. 
It was moved by Gleason and seconded by Johnson to approve HLC 219-24. The motion carried 
4/0; Ercole, Gleason, McNary and Johnson voting in favor, none opposed, one position vacant. 
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Mural Design 
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Original Winnie the Pooh Sketch 
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Description of Winnie the Pooh Sketch 
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Oregon Historic Site Record 
 
 
 

 




