
May 29, 2007

Jeff Townsend

Townsend Farms

23303 NE Sandy Boulevard

Fairview OR  97024

Re:
Townsend Business Park


ECSI #4230 

Dear Jeff:  
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the Site-Wide Soil Management Plan (SMP), dated May 1, 2008 and the proposed modification to the Site-Wide Soil Management Plan, dated May 16th, 2008, both submitted by GeoDesign on your behalf.  As we discussed at a recent site visit on May 20, 2008, the SMP is intended to address management of surface soils that may be removed from lots as one element of the lot-specific property transactions. Recent property transactions have been performed using this approach of removing surface soil, and on-site re-use as described in the April 23, 2008 progress report submitted under the VCP agreement.

DEQ understands that sale and development of additional lots may be performed leaving surface soils in place, rather than removed, and the proposed modification to the SMP is intended to address this scenario, as needed.  DEQ also understands that site redevelopment under both approaches is similar, with pre-construction cement amendment of soil occurring under both alternatives.  Therefore, the only significant difference in the two alternatives is the removal of surface soil, which must then be managed.  Under either approach, we envision compliance with DEQ requirements to be similar, involving documentation of residual concentrations of pesticides and metals, comparison to criteria, and site decision-making based on this evaluation.   DEQ notes that there is some advantage to leaving soil in-place, in that it reduces the volume of soil that must subsequently be managed.
Because compliance with environmental requirements is functionally similar, the proposed modification the SMP is acceptable. DEQ understands that the approach selected on any particular lot depends on agreements with the prospective purchasers.  Therefore, the SMP will cover both approaches, and SMP elements needed for soil removal will only be invoked when necessary.
Sincerely,

Paul Seidel

Project Manager

cc:
Bob Belding, GeoDesign


Jason O’Donnell, GeoDesign    

Bruce Gilles, DEQ
Robert Williams, DEQ
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