PWB comments received 2/28/2022, Jack Dahl 

Ken,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on DEQ’s EMC Zone A CNFA staff memo. We appreciate the continuing communication and willingness to work with us on our concerns in this matter. We have assembled comments to share with you, including comments regarding sections 3, 4, 5, and 7 of the memo. Please find our comments below, in order of occurrence in the memo.

Section 3: Beneficial Land and Water Use Determinations – Groundwater

Note that the site is also within the capture zone of the Cascade Well Field operated cooperatively by the City of Gresham and the Rockwood Public Utility District, and which is a year-round public water supply source. A brief description of this expanding public water supply system and it’s SGA wells may also be appropriate.

Section 4: Investigation and Cleanup Activities – Remedial Action Objectives & Cleanup Levels
The listing of remedial action objectives and cleanup levels are incomplete and incorrectly cite MCLs as the sole determining factor of “protective concentrations”. The RAO reads in full:
“Restore the TSA to protective concentrations in a reasonable time, if feasible. If not feasible, minimize the extent of the TSA containing VOCs above MCLs, or 1x10-6 excess cancer risk levels, whichever is more stringent, and provide long-term containment of areas where concentrations are above MCLs.”
Please include the requirement to apply the excess cancer risk levels in all memos and other site documentation that sources from the RAO. Please replace the bulleted list of Cleanup Levels with the following table to more accurately represent RAO requirements:
	Contaminant
	MCL (ug/l)
	Corresponding Excess Cancer Risk Level
	Corresponding 1x10-6 Cancer Risk Cleanup Level (ug/l)

	TCE
	5
	1x10-6
	5

	PCE
	5
	5x10-6
	1

	Cis-1,2-DCE
	70
	NA
	NA

	1,1-DCE
	7
	1x10-4
	0.07

	VC
	2
	7x10-4
	0.003



Section 5: Risk Evaluation
As noted for Section 3, portions of the EMC site also lie within the capture zone of the Cascade Well Field operated by Gresham & Rockwood PUD, which is expanding to become the primary year-round public supply for these providers. It would be appropriate to note any consideration or modeling done relative to the operation of this large municipal groundwater system, groundwater elevations and hydraulic capture at the EMC site.

Section 7: Conclusions and Recommendations
Our comments for section 7 are included in the attached memo for your review.

Figures C-1 and C-2:
Figures C-1 & C-2 are incomplete and should include data collected since 2018 & 2014, respectively, to accurately represent the status of remediation at the site. We have compiled and attached data collected since 2014 to assist in the update of these figures.

Thank you again for accepting our comments on this matter. Please feel free to reach out with any questions you might have.
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