Hi Ken,

Clay shared the Conditional NFA. I didn’t have time to read it as closely as I might like, but I did have a few thoughts I wanted to send along to your consideration, since it sounds like this is open for public comment through March.

I noted a couple statements that aren’t correct:

Middle of page 6:
“Treated groundwater from the EMC Site’s Central Treatment System (CTS) is discharged under an NPDES permit (included with the 1996 ROD) to the Gresham Sandy Boulevard WWTP. EMC treated water is tested quarterly at the CTS, and TCE concentrations have been below detection limits. The WWTP in turn, releases treated water to Columbia Slough.” [Gresham’s WWTP discharges to the Columbia River]

Top of page 7:
“EMC site stormwater that does not infiltrate into unpaved areas is diverted to catch basins that deliver to the City of Gresham wastewater treatment plan (WWTP) located on NE Sandy Boulevard.” [No stormwater in Gresham goes to the WWTP; it flows to the Columbia Slough, with some of that flowing through the Columbia Slough Regional Stormwater Facility]

Other than those items, it seems like a solid report. I do find it odd that PWB is still getting some detections at their wells, but there haven’t been any at the wells Boeing and Cascade has been monitoring for years. I understand that there may be other sources that have contributed VOCs to the shallow groundwater aquifers in the area (beyond Cascade and Boeing), so perhaps that could be the reason. But I was curious to know if there might have been different analytical methods used by the 2 different entities, or perhaps some different quantitation limits? I am sure that is something DEQ and PWB have looked into, but it wasn’t clear to me from reading this that we were really getting an apples to apples comparison.

Thanks for sharing, and hopefully we are moving to the next chapter in this cleanup.

Torrey

Torrey Lindbo | Water Resources Science & Policy Manager 
City of Gresham | 1333 NW Eastman Parkway | Gresham, OR 97030
503-618-2405 | torrey.lindbo@greshamoregon.gov 
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From: Clay Walker <clay.walker@greshamoregon.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 9:11 AM
To: Torrey Lindbo <torrey.lindbo@greshamoregon.gov>; Keri Handaly <keri.handaly@greshamoregon.gov>
Subject: FW: Boeing and Cascade Industries Zone A Conditional No Further Action proposal

Boeing and Cascade Conditional No Further Action determination letter. I thought you two would be interested in this document and would want to have a copy for Keri’s record.

Clay

From: THIESSEN Kenneth * DEQ <Kenneth.THIESSEN@deq.oregon.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 5:08 PM
To: Clay Walker <clay.walker@greshamoregon.gov>
Cc: THIESSEN Kenneth * DEQ <Kenneth.THIESSEN@deq.oregon.gov>
Subject: FW: Boeing and Cascade Industries Zone A Conditional No Further Action proposal

CAUTION: External Email
Mr. Walker,
Please find attached the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality’s Staff Memorandum written in support of a conditional No Further Action determination for Zone A of the Boeing and Cascade Industries (collectively: the East Multnomah County Groundwater Remedy). This Memo is available for public review and comment during this month of March 2022. I want to make you aware of this document and I welcome your comments. 

Sincerely, 
Ken 

Kenneth Thiessen RG*, CEG**
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
Northwest Region Cleanup Program
700 NE Multnomah St., Ste. 600
Portland, Oregon 97232
(503) 887-7636 cell 
(*OR, CA, WA), (**OR, CA)
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