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December 20, 2006
Mr. John Gordon

Opus Northwest, LLC

1500 SW First Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon 97201







RE: Contaminated Aquifer Policy, Cereghino Property 






at 18915 NE Sandy Boulevard, Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Gordon:

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) received a request by email on December 13, 2006 from David Weymann of URS Corporation, on your behalf, to provide a letter regarding contamination present beneath a property you intend to purchase and DEQ’s Contaminated Aquifer Policy. Based upon information available in DEQ files regarding ongoing cleanup work conducted by The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation to cleanup groundwater contamination in the Troutdale Gravel Aquifer (TGA) and the Troutdale Sandstone Aquifer (TSA) in the general area, DEQ has determined that the Cereghino property at 18915 NE Sandy Boulevard (Subject Property) meets the definition of an “impacted property” as defined in DEQ’s Contaminated Aquifer Policy.
Specifically, DEQ’s determination is based on the following:

1.
The extent of volatile organic chemical contamination in TGA and TSA groundwater, originating from The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation sites has been determined through extensive investigation and documentation.
2.
Groundwater in the TGA and TSA flows to the north and northwest so that the Subject Property is in the down gradient portion of the plumes that emanate from contaminant sources located on The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation properties.

3.
The Subject Property has historically been used for agricultural purposes.

4.
DEQ issued a Record of Decision for The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation in December 1996 for cleanup of contaminated groundwater in the TSA, and US Environmental Protection Agency Region 10 issued a Final Decision for The Boeing Company in July 1997 for cleanup of contaminated groundwater in the TGA. Both remedies have been installed and both companies continue to operate the remedies to achieve the established cleanup goals.

In summary, DEQ has determined that hazardous substances in groundwater in the TGA and TSA have migrated from The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation properties to beneath the Subject Property. Therefore, DEQ will not take enforcement action against the owner of the Subject Property to address hazardous substances attributable to The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation.

It should be noted that this policy does not apply to any groundwater contamination that is found to have originated from sources on the Subject Property. Additionally, if it is shown that due care and reasonable precautions were not taken, the policy would not apply. For example, if the installation and operation of a future well in the aquifer known to be contaminated exacerbated the contamination, you or any subsequent owner/occupant may have responsibility. Additionally, if new information becomes available that shows that the Subject Property caused, contributed to or exacerbated the release through an act or omission this determination will be revoked.

Please contact the project manager for The Boeing Company and Cascade Corporation cleanup projects, Mavis D. Kent at 503-667-8414 extension 55008, or kent.mavis.d@deq.state.or.us if you have any questions about this determination.

Sincerely,

Dick Pedersen

Administrator

Northwest Region

pc: Mavis D. Kent, Bruce Gilles, DEQ-NWR; Ken Chaput, The Boeing Company; John Cushing, Cascade Corporation
Department of Environmental Quality


Northwest Region-Eastside Office


1550 NW Eastman Parkway, Suite 290


Gresham, OR  97030-3832


(503) 667-8414


FAX (503)674-5148
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