NARPM FIELD TRIP
CASCADE CORPORATION

July 11, 2008
My name is Mavis Kent, and I am a Project Manager and Hydrogeologist with the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality Northwest Region cleanup program. I made the suggestion for this trip, ergo; I am here today to welcome you to Portland and the Cascade/Portland Wellfield trip.
This one half day field trip is to visit the Cascade Corporation cleanup site to observe the innovative  phytoremediation and biowall system that was recently highlighted in the April 2008 issue of EPA Technology News and Trends newsletter. The field trip will leave the hotel and travel east along the south shore of the Columbia River within the City of Portland municipal well field. The Cascade Corporation site is at the east end of the well field. I hope that you have a copy of the trip agenda to follow.
The trip is designed with three stops that will give you an understanding of the geologic and hydrogeologic setting, area groundwater use issues, and use of innovative cleanup approaches for cleanup of groundwater contamination. The presentations will tie in the geology, which is comprised of glacio-fluvial deposits that make up a large portion of the wellfield and also are the subject of the cleanup efforts at the Cascade site. In the past, contamination at the Cascade site presented a significant threat to use of the City’s wellfield but aggressive cleanup efforts are successful and on track with the projected 10 to 20 year cleanup timeframe.
At the first stop, at Rocky Butte, Dr. Richard Waitt of the USGS will give you an overview of the glacial history of deposition in the Portland Basin. He will meet us at the first stop. Rocky Butte is a dormant volcano and one of the most distinctive geomorphic features in the Portland Basin; there are a number of such buttes visible throughout the basin. We will drive up Rocky Butte then climb steps to the overlook area for this presentation.
At the second stop, Mr. Randy Albright, of the City of Portland, and who is going to be coming along on the trip, will make a presentation on the wellfield and the environmental issues facing use of the wells. As time allows we may view a portion of the pump station.

At the third stop, Ms. Sarah Prowell, of Prowell Environmental, will make a presentation giving an overview of the cleanup approach through time that is ending with use of innovative cleanup technologies including phytoremediation, biowall passive trench, and localized bioenhancement injection to address the diminished contamination in the Troutdale Gravel Aquifer.
The fourth stop will be the Cascade Corporation facility where groundwater cleanup has moved from extraction and air stripping to innovative technologies including air sparging and biostimulation. We will then pause for refreshments and a chance to ask any last questions.

The trip agenda is packed so it will be important to move fairly quickly to and from the buses and leave at the scheduled time so that you can see and hear everything. Unless there are logistical questions, let’s load the buses and head to the first stop. 

