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April 2, 2007
Mr. John Gordon

Opus Northwest LLC

1500 SW First Avenue

Suite 1100

Portland OR 97201







RE: Soil and Groundwater Sampling and Soil 






Management, Cascade North Property, 2901 NE 201st 






Avenue, Gresham, DEQ ECSI File #635

Dear Mr. Gordon:

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has conducted review and oversight related to purchase by Opus of the Cascade North Property, a parcel of the Cascade Corporation site under DEQ Environmental Cleanup Site Information (ECSI) file #635. DEQ and Opus are currently negotiating a Prospective Purchaser Agreement for this property transaction that includes oversight by DEQ for ongoing environmental cleanup and property development. This is to respond to submittal of a “Soil and Groundwater Sampling Plan”, dated March 12, 2007, and “Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Cascade North Parcel”, dated March 19, 2007.
The soil and groundwater sampling plan outlines a procedure to sample soil and groundwater along the slope located at the southern margin of the property where a soil cut will be made as part of development, and resulting soil may be used on site during preparation of a final site grade. The plan targets analysis of volatile organic chemicals (VOCs) present in groundwater south of the Cascade North parcel and that are the focus of the groundwater cleanup being conducted by Cascade Corporation under a consent order issued by DEQ. Cascade has been actively cleaning up the groundwater contamination for over 10 years, which has resulted in significant reductions in VOC concentrations in groundwater near the proposed development.  

Historically, groundwater has discharged in springs and seeps in the sampled slope. The plan proposed access to soil and groundwater with a series of test pits. Composite and discrete soil samples and one groundwater sample, if groundwater is encountered, would be obtained from each test pit.  The resulting data would be compared to DEQ risk-based concentrations for occupational worker exposure, indoor air, and for groundwater risk criteria for aquatic receptors established for the East Multnomah County Troutdale Sandstone Aquifer Remedial Action. DEQ discussed this sampling approach with representatives from URS, consultant to Opus, and Prowell Environmental Consultants, consultant to Cascade Corporation. DEQ approved the work plan was approved verbally and the work has been completed.
The Phase II Environmental Assessment was submitted to DEQ on March 20, 2007, and includes results of compilation of information about the site history and use, and soil and groundwater sampling for agricultural chemicals (pesticides) and volatile organic chemicals (VOCs) that are chemicals of concern for the Cascade Corporation site cleanup.  The purpose of the sampling was to determine whether pesticides are present in soil on site, and whether VOCs are present in soil that may be used as surface fill soil on site or in groundwater that may be encountered during construction of a cut slope and retaining wall in the southern portion of the parcel, all of which may present a risk of exposure during site development or to site users and ecological receptors in the future. 
The report indicates that pesticides are present in surface soil across the site at low concentrations that do not exceed risk-based occupational or residential exposure criteria, and do not exceed risk-based criteria for populations of terrestrial ecological receptors. However, the low concentrations do exceed levels that would be of concern for aquatic receptors if the soil is washed into a surface water body to become part of the sediment. The report concludes that there would be no restriction for use of soil on site or off site. DEQ agrees with the report conclusion with respect to pesticides that the soil can be used without restriction on site. The site will have a large building, extensive paved areas, and landscape planting over the final soil surface. DEQ concurs with the report recommendation for a site erosion control plan to control surface runoff during construction. DEQ agrees with the report conclusion with respect to pesticides that the soil can be used off site, because pesticide concentrations are below residential risk-based criteria which are the threshold for “clean fill”. However, any off site use of soil containing pesticides must be managed in such a manner that the soil will not be allowed to migrate into surface water. A soil management plan for the site must include notification to DEQ of the manner or use or disposal and controls to prevent erosion into surface water for soil containing pesticides.
The report indicates that VOCs were not detected in soil or groundwater samples with detection limits well below applicable risk-based criteria. DEQ concurs with the report conclusion that there are no restrictions to use of soil with respect to VOCs on or off site.
Therefore, there are no environmental restrictions to the on or off site use of soil excavated during the grading process, other than notification and management of soil containing pesticides off site. DEQ agrees with the report conclusion that no additional screening or sampling of soil is necessary during the grading process.

If you have any other questions regarding management of soil please contact me at 503-667-8414 x55008 or by email at kent.mavis.d@deq.state.or.us.

Sincerely,

Mavis D. Kent 

DEQ Project Manager

NWR Cleanup & Emergency Response Section

pc: David Weymann, URS; Paul Seidel, Bruce Gilles, Charlie Landman, DEQ-NWR
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