Water rates may increase 5.2% in Washington County and parts of Multnomah and Clackamas counties
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A series of capital improvements are driving Clean Water Services' proposal to increase sewer and stormwater management rates by 5.2 percent for the district's 527,000 residents in Washington, Multnomah and Clackamas counties. 

The proposed increase will be taken up by the agency's budget committee May 6. If approved following a June 7 public hearing, the new rate would take effect July 1. 

Agency executives defend the requested increase, saying it is needed to replace aging infrastructure and meet what they call some of the most stringent pollution-control requirements in the country. 

Rapid population growth throughout the Tualatin River basin is also a factor in the request, said Bill Gaffi, Clean Water Services' general manager. 

"Washington County is one of the fastest-growing counties in the state," he said, citing figures from the recently released 2010 Census. "Many of the customers we are serving today simply weren't here even a few years ago." 

Proposed increases include a 4.5 percent rise in sanitary sewer service and a 50-cents-per-household increase for managing stormwater, controlling erosion, sweeping streets and maintaining detention ponds. 

The combined average monthly residential bill would increase from $39.21 to $41.25, or about $2.04 per month for the average customer. 

Capital-improvement projects in the proposed budget total $63.5 million. The projects are needed, Gaffi said, to protect public health and improve water quality in the Tualatin River watershed. 

Specific proposed projects include $5.7 million to replace and upgrade a 29-year-old pump station in North Plains; $4.5 million to design and build a sewer system in the fledgling North Bethany area; $4.4 million to complete a pump station in Hillsboro's industrial area; and $3.06 million to build a sanitary sewer system serving North Plains' eastern portion. 

Washington County's commissioners, acting as the agency's board of directors, set the districtwide sanitary sewer and stormwater-management rates for urban Washington County customers. The district also includes small portions of Multnomah and Clackamas counties, along with parts of Lake Oswego and Portland. 
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