Hi Ken –
Thanks for the ping. I’ll also have some comments to relay regarding the Zone B & D closure request and Baron-Blakeslee site that I will send separately.

With respect to the 2022 Annual Progress Report for the Troutdale Gravel Aquifer Boeing Portland Facility ECSI #13 dated March 21, 2023, PWB has reviewed the recommendations in consultation with our technical advisers at GSI and offers the following:

PWB generally considers the recommendations reasonable with respect to well decommissioning in the central portion of the site and the reduction in monitoring to an annual basis. PWB does not concur with the recommendation to eliminate groundwater elevation monitoring altogether at the Upper TSA monitoring wells, however, which remains a requirement of the TGA Consent Order. (We’ll also note here that the closure of the TSA remedy should not result in changes to the requirements for the TGA remedy.) The TSA measurements are important to evaluating whether there is potential for downward movement of VOCs from the TGA to the TSA, and the data do indicate this potential exists. TSA observations therefore remain necessary to provide evidence against whether VOCs are escaping the TGA. This mechanism is even more important to maintain as the extraction wells are decommissioned in future years. 

PWB would be amenable to a more narrowly targeted elevation data collection scheme that would reduce the overall monitoring burden but maintain sufficient data resolution to evaluate the TGA-TSA potential pathway. At minimum this should include the wells underlying areas of TGA contamination that have historically exhibited a downward vertical gradient.

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further. Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide feedback.

Thanks,
Doug

Douglas Wise (he/him pronouns)
Groundwater Protection Program Manager
Portland Water Bureau

