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Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

Three Basin Rule Decision Matrix 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 

Legend 
 
 DEQ Action 

 Facility Action 

 EQC Action 

 New requirement 

Yes DEQ analysis: Is discharge 
or preferred alternative 
functionally equivalent? 

DEQ 
provides 
basis for 

conclusion 

DEQ requests 
application for NPDES 
permit for subsurface 

discharge 

Facility analysis: Will 
discharge lower water 
quality by more than 

minimal amount? 

Facility develops 
socioeconomic 

analysis 

DEQ issues NPDES 
permit: to meet 3-Basin 

requirement and all 
other NPDES 

conditions  

EQC: Does 
socioeconomic 

benefit outweigh 
environmental cost? 

Facility considers alternatives 
that are not functionally 
equivalent or have less 
impact to water quality. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Facility determines 
need for treatment 

upgrade or 
replacement 

Facility prepares alternatives 
analysis to include non-discharge 
or subsurface discharge distant 

from waterbody 

Start 

No change to current process 
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Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities. Visit DEQ’s Civil 
Rights and Environmental Justice page. 
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