Western States

Analysis of 1988 and 2023 Soil Sampling Results

Based on the documentation provided from the 1988 soil sample analysis it is not possible to
conclusively determine if the soil contamination documented in 2023 is new contamination or
residual contamination from what was documented in 1988. This is partially due to the 1988
results not being broken down into Dx or Gx and the samples being taken from different
locations in 1988 than in 2023. See attached sample maps.

The lines and pumps appeared to be in good condition. Three of the four tanks appeared to be in
good condition. The fourth tank had a hole in it. This hole allowed perched water in, but it is
unlikely that any petroleum products escaped. Due to the perched water in the pit, incoming
water flowed in, most likely preventing petroleum products from escaping.

Tank pit testing in 2023 showed low quantities of Dx and Gx. Line and pump pit tested negative
for petroleum products. When appropriate for the Dx and Gx results, current 2023 sampling
included BTEX. See attached results from Neilson Research Corporation. The current
documented soil contamination appears as if it could be degraded petroleum due to the lack of
BTEX present in current results.

Based on the limited comparison information noted above, the soil contamination appears to be
from the old tanks and not a new issue.

Feel free to contact us with any questions. We are in the process of completing the Tank
Decommissioning Report.

Sincerely,
Kerry Chesnut
August 4, 2023
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DHANSON
Highlight
This statement says we can't say whether or not the release is from the 35 year old LUST release, or a new(er) release.

DHANSON
Highlight
Which tank was this? What did it contain?

DHANSON
Highlight
This is interesting logic.  In my experience tanks that have leaked had holes in them, in all kinds of water table conditions.

DHANSON
Highlight
The lack of BTEX (for a gasoline release) would be a line of evidence that a gasoline release had not occurred recently. 

DHANSON
Highlight
DEQ will need to know where the recent and 1988 samples were collected, on a map, and data tabulated better for comparison. There was some BTEX sampling done back in the day.

DHANSON
Highlight
I will need to better understand what these tests involved, where they were done, etc.




