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Tina Kotek, Governor 

 

  

 

 

March 10, 2025 

 

 

 

Nathan Lyon, Public Works Director  

City of Milton-Freewater 

PO Box 6, 501 Lamb Street 

Milton-Freewater, Oregon 97862-0006 

 

 

RE: Warning Letter  

 City of Milton-Freewater 

 2025-WL-9855 

 WPCF Permit #102123 

 WQ file #57016 

 WQ – Umatilla County 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Lyon, 

 

 

The City of Milton-Freewater (City) is permitted under a Water Pollution Control Facility 

(WPCF) permit authorizing the City to operate a wastewater treatment facility with land 

application of recycled water. On November 18, 2025, DEQ received a notice of noncompliance 

from the City for violating single sample limits for E. coli while discharging to the land 

application site (Attachment 1), reporting a single sample value of 1,732.9 organisms per 100 

mL on October 29, 2024.  

 

Schedule A.3(b) of the WPCF permit provides limits for effluent E. coli in recycled water:  

 

 
 

While the permit provides a resampling provision, the City cites receiving delayed notification 

from the lab, therefore, could not resample in a timely manner. The City evaluated appropriate 
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corrective actions including reviewing sampling procedures with staff, disinfecting sampling 

refrigerator, and putting in place a procedure for immediate notification between the lab and City 

when results show exceedances.   

 
Violation 

Based on this review, DEQ has concluded that City of Milton-Freewater is responsible for the 

following violation of its permit and Oregon environmental law: 

 

1. Violating a technology based effluent limitation in a WPCF permit if the discharge of 

recycled water exceeds a bacteria limit by an amount equal to or less than five times the 

limit: OAR 340-012-0055(2)(a), a Class II violation. 

 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the 

least serious. Compliance with your permit is a required by Oregon Revised Statute 468B.025(2). 

 
Environmental Consequences 

E coli bacteria are used as an indicator of the possible presence of pathogens in the environment 

and the risk of disease. Contact with contaminated water can lead to ear or skin infections, and 

inhalation of contaminated water can cause respiratory diseases. 

 
Summary 

This notice is a warning letter. DEQ does not intend to take formal enforcement action at this 

time. However, should you repeat any of these violations, the matter may be referred to DEQ’s 

Office of Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including assessment of 

civil penalties and/or a DEQ order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day of violation.  

 

If you believe any of the facts in this letter are in error, you may provide information to me at the 

address shown at the top of this letter. I will consider any new information you submit and take 

appropriate action. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me in writing, at anna.morgan-hayes@orgon.gov, or at 

541-246-4562. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Anna Morgan-Hayes 

Permitting and Compliance 

mailto:anna.morgan-hayes@orgon.gov
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Water Quality Permitting, Eastern Region 

 

cc: Mike Hiatt, Water Quality Permitting & Compliance Eastern Region, DEQ 

 Chad Morris, City Manager, Milton-Freewater 

ec: Oregon Records Management Solution 
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Attachment 1: Noncompliance Report, Milton-Freewater, November 19, 2024 
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