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Tina Kotek, Governor 

 

 
 

 

March 12, 2025 

 

 

 

Mayor Cody Lathrop 

Dave Wilke, Wastewater Operator 

City of Enterprise 

102 E. North Street 

Enterprise, Oregon 97828-1129 

 

 

 

RE:  Warning Letter  

 City of Enterprise 

 2025-WL-9861 

 NPDES permit #101659, EPA ID# OR0020567 

 WQ file #27514 

 WQ – Wallowa County 

 

 

 

Dear Mayor Lathrop and Mr. Wilke: 

 

The City of Enterprise (City) operates a wastewater treatment and discharge system under 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit No. 101659. The City is 

required to monitor for effluent in accordance with the NPDES permit, Schedule B, Table B3.  

 

In March 2024, the City collected 5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) samples twice 

weekly, however, the March 13, 2024 sample failed to meet the required method holding times 

for influent and effluent analysis. An additional sample was taken on March 15, 2024 which 

failed to meet quality control procedures during analysis at the lab. A noncompliance report form 

was submitted on April 10, 2024, and no other violations were reported (Attachment 1). During 

the reporting period, at least one sample was collected, and the missed sampling was less 

frequent than the limit averaging period.  

 

Violations: Failure to Monitor 
DEQ has concluded that the City of Enterprise is responsible for the following two violations of 

Oregon environmental law: 
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Date Violation 
Violation 

Class 

March 13, 2024 Influent BOD5 (mg/L) monitoring failed to meet holding 

times required by the facility’s quality assurance plan 

resulting in a violation of failing to collect monitoring 

data required in Schedule B of the permit (OAR 340-

012-0055(1)(o)).  

I 

March 13, 2024 Effluent BOD5 (mg/L) monitoring failed to meet holding 

times required by the facility’s quality assurance plan 

resulting in a violation of failing to collect monitoring 

data required in Schedule B of the permit (OAR 340-

012-0055(1)(o)). 

I 

 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the 

least serious. Compliance with this permit is required by Oregon Revised Statute 468B.025(2). 

 

Environmental Impact of Violations 
Fulfilling the mandatory monitoring and reporting requirements is an important obligation. 

Without accurate data collection, the City, DEQ, and the public are unable to promptly evaluate 

the effectiveness of the City’s treatment system and its impact on environmental and human 

health.  

 

Summary 

This notice is a warning letter. DEQ does not intend to take formal enforcement action at this time. 

Also, should you repeat any of these violations, the matter may be referred to DEQ’s Office of 

Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including assessment of civil penalties 

and/or a DEQ order. Civil penalties may be assessed for each day of violation. 

 

If you believe any of the facts in this Warning Letter are in error, you may provide information to 

me at the email address below. I will consider any new information you submit and take appropriate 

action. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me in writing, at anna.morgan-hayes@deq.oregon.gov, 

or at 541-246-4562. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anna Morgan-Hayes 

mailto:anna.morgan-hayes@deq.oregon.gov
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Water Quality Permitting and Compliance 

Eastern Region – Water Quality Permitting 

 

cc: Water Quality Permit Compliance, Eastern Region, DEQ 

ec: Mike Hiatt, Manager, Eastern Region, DEQ 

Oregon Records Management Solution 
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Attachment1: Noncompliance Report Form, City of Enterprise, April 10, 2024 
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