
 

Department of Environmental Quality 
  Eastern Region Bend Office 
  475 NE Bellevue Drive, Suite 110 
 Tina Kotek, Governor  Bend, OR  97701 
  (541) 388-6146 
  FAX (541) 388-8283 
  TTY 711 
 

March 13, 2025 
 
Mr. William Surber 
Environmental Manager 
Columbia Plywood Corporation 
4949 S. Highway 97 
Klamath Falls, OR  97603 
 

RE:  Pre-Enforcement Notice 
Columbia Forest Products 
2025-PEN-9867 
File #18677, NPDES Permit #100016 
EPA Reference Number:  OR0002585 
Klamath County 

Dear William Surber: 
 
DEQ received your report of an oil spill at the Columbia Plywood Corporation (commonly known as 
Columbia Forest Products) facility in Klamath Falls.  The facility is permitted under National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit #100016.  Based on review of the spill report, DEQ 
has documented the following violation of Oregon environmental law. 
 
Violation #1:  Discharging waste into waters of the state without a discharge permit or from a 
discharge point not authorized by a waste discharge permit, in violation of ORS 468B.050(1)(a).   
 
Per your written report, the facility reported that approximately 40 gallons of hydraulic oil were 
released directly to the Klamath River on February 20, 2025.  The release occurred due to a ruptured 
hydraulic hose fitting on a cherry picker crane used to handle logs in the river.  The discharge did not 
occur via permitted Outfall 001 which is the allowed discharge point for non-contact cooling water for 
the facility.  Upon discovery, the facility shut down the equipment and used oil absorbent booms to 
clean up and contain the visible oil sheen and repaired the failed hose.  This is a Class I violation per 
OAR 340-012-0055(1)(c).   
 
The permittee must ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the issued NPDES permit and 
prevent discharges of oil and/or hazardous materials to waters of the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Corrective Actions Required 
 
In follow-up to the incident, the facility provided a copy of their emergency response and public 
notification plan.  The plan includes reporting and response criteria for oil spills.  As corrective action, 
the facility is expected to complete the following actions and provide update by June 1, 2025: 
 

1) The facility shall have available an oil skimmer device and secondary containment such as a 
Baker Tank to remove and contain oil and other hydrocarbons from the waterway, should a spill 
occur.  Should you have questions on the use of such a device, please contact Charles Kennedy, 
with DEQ’s spill program at charles.kennedy@deq.oregon.gov.   

2) Begin using plant-based biodegradable hydraulic oil in the log picker within 90-days.  An 
example product is Chevron Clarity Bio EliteSyn AW. 

3) Meet with Charles Kennedy on-site to discuss oil spill response equipment (hard/soft boom, oil 
skimmer, boat, etc.) and personnel training (on-water booming, etc.).   

4) Update the facility’s Emergency Response and Public Notification Plan with the following 
changes highlighted in yellow: 

 
5) Entity When Is 

Notification 
Necessary? 

Contact Information 

Emergency 
Response 
Organizations 

Immediate, if fire or 
explosion hazards 
exist 

911 

 
Oregon DEQ 

 
Immediate, when 
unanticipated upset 
or bypass occurs. 
For a release of oil 
or hazardous 
material to waters of 
the State contact 
OERS and DEQ 
Eastern Region 
SOSC.  Hazardous 
materials are 
defined by: 
Consolidated List of 
Lists | US EPA 
 
Note: the reportable 
quantity of 42 
gallons does not 
apply to oil or 
hazardous releases 
to waters of the 
State. 

Oregon Emergency Response 
System (OERS): 
Phone: 1-800-452-0311 
Eastern Region SOSC: 
Charles Kennedy 
Cell: 541-650-2326 
OR 
Contact: Justin Sterger 
475 NE Bellevue Drive, Suite 110 
Bend, OR 97701 
Phone: 541-714-0206 
Email: Justin.Sterger@state.or.us 
 

 

mailto:charles.kennedy@deq.oregon.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fepcra%2Fconsolidated-list-lists&data=05%7C02%7CJustin.STERGER%40deq.oregon.gov%7Cdd6698ef985741a455df08dd62500a70%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638774818840798837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wPXUdss3uqBTbRMG8S8C67jLN%2Bb%2BSfY95o%2BiyOUkFhg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fepcra%2Fconsolidated-list-lists&data=05%7C02%7CJustin.STERGER%40deq.oregon.gov%7Cdd6698ef985741a455df08dd62500a70%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638774818840798837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wPXUdss3uqBTbRMG8S8C67jLN%2Bb%2BSfY95o%2BiyOUkFhg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Justin.Sterger@state.or.us


 
 
Oil or 
Hazardous 
Material Spill 

First Responder 
performs quick 
assessment of the 
spill and initiates 
response, if safe 
to do so. 
Response is 
controlling the 
source of the spill 
and containing the 
spilled oil or 
hazardous 
material. 
 
Environmental 
Manager 
assesses the 
situation and 
investigates the 
cause of the spill. 

 
Refer to Policy 18.3: 
Emergency Plan and 
Procedures for response 
to a hazardous materials 
spill. 
 
Contact Safety-Kleen 
for assistance 
regarding cleanup and 
disposal. 

 
Refer to 
Section 3 
Emergency 
Reporting 
Requirements 
and Release 
Reporting 
Flowchart in 
Appendix B. 

 
Determine 
cause and 
implement 
corrective 
actions to 
prevent failure 
from 
recurring. 

 
Bypasses and Upsets Form 
 
Type of Incident (circle one of the following):             UNANTICIPATED BYPASS           UPSET 
Name of First Responder:                        
Date  &  Time  First  Responder  Discovered  Emergency:               
Start Date & Time:    End Date & Time:              



 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
This notice is a pre-enforcement notice and has been referred to DEQ’s Office of Compliance and 
Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including assessment of civil penalties and/or a DEQ order. 
Civil penalties can be assessed for each day of violation. 
 
If you believe any of the facts in this Pre-Enforcement Notice are in error, you may provide information 
to me at the office at the address shown at the top of this letter.  DEQ will consider new information 
you submit and take appropriate action.  DEQ endeavors to assist you in your compliance efforts.  
Should you have any questions about the content of this letter or desire any follow-up technical 
assistance, please contact me at (541) 714-0206. 
 
 
 
 



Sincerely, 
        

        
 

Justin W. Sterger 
WQ Permit Writer 

 
 
 
EC: Mike Hiatt, Eastern Region Permitting Manager 
 Charles Kennedy, DEQ Spill Program On Scene Coordinator 
 DEQ Enforcement Section – OCE 
 Oregon Records Management Solution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix I:  Spill Release Report 3-3-2025 
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