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Today's Presentation

• Three Basin Rule – Overview, 
Application, and Requirements

• Water Pollution Control Facility 
– Onsite Septic Permitting

• Oregon Cascade RV Co-op 
Permitting

• DEQ Findings and 
Recommendation to EQC
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Three Basin Rule

• Originally adopted in 1976
• Drinking water source 

protection and recreation
• Clackamas
• North Santiam
• McKenzie

• Significantly amended in 1995 
to include protection of aquatic 
life and other provisions
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Three Basin Rule – Application and Protection

• General prohibition on new or increased wastewater discharges 
with some exceptions
– Emergencies or for public health reasons
– Onsite systems <5,000 gallons per day
– Certain general permits, including construction stormwater

• Establishes a process to consider WPCF permits for new or 
expanded facilities designed for 5,000 gallons per day or more of 
wastewater treatment
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Three Basin Rule – Required Findings
• To approve a Water Pollution Control Facility permit for a 

new or expanded onsite system with sewage flows of 
5,000 gallons per day or more, DEQ and the commission 
must find that: 

• There is no discharge to surface water;  

• The new treatment system or facility will protect groundwater 
including a groundwater monitoring plan, treated wastewater 
concentration limits and plans to restore conditions if 
groundwater quality is adversely affected; and

• That the new treatment system or facility improves protection 
relative to the current treatment system. 
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Overview of Water Pollution Control Facility 
(WPCF) - Onsite Septic (OS) Permitting

• Large systems over 2,500 gallons per day and/or high 
strength wastewater with subsurface disposal

• WPCF-OS permits issued by DEQ

• Site evaluation, groundwater review and engineered 
construction plans required

• Renewable 10-year operating permits with annual 
reporting requirements

• Three Basin Rule applies if 5,000 gallons per day or 
larger for new or expanded facilities/systems
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Oregon Cascade RV Co-op Permitting
• This facility has not been on a WPCF-OS permit

• Existing development predates WPCF-OS permitting requirements

• New WPCF-OS Permit required for major repairs to septic systems
• New WPCF-OS permit required for design flow of 7,000 gallons per day
• Three Basin Rule action required – meets or exceeds 5,000 gallons per day
• Proposal does not include expanding beyond current development 
• Draft permit sent out for 30-day applicant review and public notice for 

comments on Dec. 16, 2024 – one minor comment received from applicant due 
to omission of small technical detail

• Brought to EQC in March 2025 for action
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DEQ Evaluation and Findings
To grant permit approval, DEQ and the commission must find that: 

• There is no discharge to surface water;  
• Wastewater will be discharged to a subsurface drainfield.

• The new treatment system or facility will protect groundwater including a groundwater 
monitoring plan, treated wastewater concentration limits and plans to restore conditions if 
groundwater quality is adversely affected; and

• Draft permit includes wastewater concentration limits as well as sampling, monitoring and 
reporting requirements. 

• Permit allows for further assessment of impacts on groundwater quality and additional 
groundwater monitoring.

• That the new treatment system or facility improves protection relative to the current 
treatment system. 

• Existing facility with proposed upgrades to treatment system capable of reducing total nitrogen 
discharges by 70-80%.
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DEQ Recommendation to EQC
• DEQ recommends that the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission 

approve issuance of the new WPCF-OS permit for the Oregon Cascade RV 
Co-op facility for a sewage design flow of up to 7,000 gallons per day.

• Factors for recommendation:
• Facility is existing and is not proposing to expand
• Wastewater will be highly treated before subsurface discharge, with no expected impact 

to ground or surface waters
• Permit requires ongoing sampling, monitoring and reporting requirements; and may be 

amended to require more stringent monitoring or treatment
• Combination of treatment and routine maintenance and monitoring is expected to be 

protective of the sensitive nearby water resources
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Proposed Motion Language

“I move that the Oregon Environmental Quality 
Commission approve, under the Three Basin 
Rule, the Water Pollution Control Facility permit 
for the Oregon Cascade RV Co-op facility with 
an onsite wastewater design flow of up to 7,000 
gallons per day.”
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Title VI and Alternative Formats

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in 
administration of its programs or activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español  |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربیة
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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