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Why are we holding a regional monitoring summit? State and Federal
natural resource agencies, Tribes, Watershed Councils, Municipalities, research
groups and others collect water quality data throughout the region andteroi 990003
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Breagdef. AUsing an “Enterprise Approach” to monitoring--which clearly identifies
roles, responsibilities, areas of expertise and opportunities for collaboration--
reduces the duplication of monitoring efforts, focuses monitoring where it is
needed, enhances the utility of the data collected and provides better
information for implementing management activities designed to protect and
restore water quality. Monitoring is expensive and tight budgets necessitate a
strategic, focused and efficient approach for deploying available resources to
answer important water quality questions at a basin scale.

In addition, the Water Quality Program at DEQ has been developing Basin
Assessments and Action Plans around Oregon. These assessments pull together
DEQ’s state of knowledge on water quality issues at the basin scale and set forth a
roadmap of priority activities for the program over the next 5 years. Monitoring is
an important part of the identified actions in these plans and while DEQ is
committed to addressing as many of the regional high priority monitoring actions
as resources allow, there remains many gaps. We will be asking participants to
look at and provide comments on monitoring priorities identified in these
assessments and to discuss how we can work together to better provide needed
data and information.

Why this region?

As mentioned, DEQ has been working on Basin Assessments and Action Plans
around the State. The Basin Assessment for the Umatilla Basin is nearing
completion and we wanted to share this information and the monitoring actions
that were identified with other interested and active groups in the region. We
hope the summit will provide a useful venue for sharing monitoring activities and
experiences and coordinating monitoring activities and data needs in the future.
We felt this region presented a great opportunity to bring together three basins in
various stages of monitoring and implementation activities so that we can learn
from what has been accomplished to date and better formulate a strategy for
future monitoring activities.

Who will be invited to the summit? With space limited to about 75
participants, we have to consider who we can invite to the summit. Our goal is to
invite interested and active groups engaged in water quality monitoring in the
John Day, Umatilla and Grande Ronde Basins. We are also striving to provide a
balance of perspectives on data and information needs for the region. With that
in mind we will be seeking representation from Tribes, Sister State and'IEaYREP004
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Ragencped, Business Groups, Watershed Councils and Environmental Groups. We
will also be sending out an online survey to a larger group of people to gather
their input on water quality monitoring in the region.

Where will the summit be held? The summit will be held at the Pendleton
Convention Center.

al

Located at 1601 Westgate Pendleton, OR 97801 (541) 276-6569

When will the summit be held? The summit will be held all day (8-5) on
Wednesday, November 13" and a half day (8-12) on Thursday November 14th.

Where can I stay? A block of rooms will be available at the Oxford Suites directly
across the road from the Convention Center and at the Red Lion down the road.

Will food be provided? Yes. Morning snacks and beverages will be available
both days and lunch will be provided on the first day. Please specify your
preference for meat or vegetarian when registering.

What is the format for the summit? The summit will be a combination of
presentations from data collectors in the region and breakout sessions designed
to gather information about water quality monitoring in the region. Participants
and presenter will be asked to think and relate monitoring objectives to one of
the following 5 questions:

1. What is the overall quality of waters in the region?
2. To what extent is water quality in the region changing over time?
3. What and where are the problem areas and areas needing protection?

4. What level of protection is needed? ltem N 000005
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Page 4 § AHow effective are clean water projects and programs in the region?

How do I register for the summit?

https://degwgmonitoringsummit.eventbrite.com/

Is there a registration fee?
No. The summit is free other than your time, travel and per diem costs.

What information can I provide that would be useful?

.

The name of your group

Latitude and longitude of monitoring locations.
What it is you are monitoring for.

Where you store your data.

What outcomes are expected from this summit?
There are 6 primary outcomes for the monitoring summit:

1.

First is to network and share information on who is monitoring for what
indicators in this region.

Second is to share the monitoring activities outlined in DEQ’s action plan
for the region.

Third is to define monitoring roles, commitments and priorities for the next
five years.

Fourth is to understand where the data gaps are and discuss how we fill
them.

To work together to track monitoring activities in the region moving
forward.

To identify ways to share data and information.

Who do I contact for more information?

1. Shannon Hubler at: 503-693-5728 hubler.shannon@deq.state.or.us

2. Aaron Borisenko at: 503-693-5723 borisenko.aaron@deg.state.or.us

Item N 000006
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State of Oregon
Department of
Environmental
Quality

Past, Present and Future
November 13-14, 2014

8tin Day, Umatilla and Grande Ronde WQ Monitoring Summit:

Wednesday, November 13: Sharing what we know and defining what we don’t know?

8:00-8:20 Check-In - Coffee and tea

8:20-8:35 Group introduction
Name, affiliation and one important personal value you have around clean water

8:35-8:50 Welcome & Logistics, Why we are gathered, Outcomes for our time together Aaron
| will welcome the participants and go over the agenda and logistics for the summit. We will | Borisenko
briefly discuss the outcomes what we hope to accomplish over a day and a half. | will also DEQ
introduce the concept of Enterprise Monitoring.

8:50 — 9:15 Your Water Quality Monitoring Survey Results Aaron
A survey was sent out to participants and other stakeholders of water quality information in | Borisenko
the region. This presentation summarizes the findings of that survey. DEQ

9:15 — 9:45 DEQ Re-Organizing by Basins, and a Umatilla Basin Example Don Butcher
DEQ is re-organizing its many water programs (permits, TMDLs, 401/404, septic, DEQ
monitoring...) based on holistic assessments of basin water quality conditions and activities,
proceeding annually basin-by-basin. Previously, priorities and activities were program
specific, and often delineated by political instead of watershed boundaries. More
coordinated cross-program and interagency planning and prioritization is needed to achieve
best environmental outcomes. In this third year of piloting the new approach, the currently
developing Umatilla Basin example will be described to illustrate DEQ’s new and evolving
watershed approach.

9:45 —10:00 Morning Break

Groundwater

10:00 — 10:30 | Selected Groundwater Quantity Monitoring near Hermiston and La Grande, Oregon Karl Wozniak,
Oregon Water Resources Department conducts both long-term and short-term groundwater | Josh Hackett,
level monitoring across the state. Current projects in the Umatilla and Grande Ronde Basins | Jen Woody
include a groundwater and surface water study in the Catherine Creek Basin, near La Oregon Water
Grande, OR; monitoring of the Ordnance Gravel and shallow basalt aquifers, near Resources
Hermiston; and authorization of artificial recharge projects in the Ordnance Gravel Aquifer, Division
near Hermiston.

10:30—11:00 | Nitrate Concentrations and Trends in the Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management
Area Phil Richerson
Nitrate data from about 650 wells were used to evaluate nitrate concentrations while data DEQ
from 201 of these wells was used to evaluate nitrate trends in the LUBGWMA.

11:00 - 11:30 | The influence of hyporheic exchange on temperature profiles along the Umatilla River,

Oregon

Groundwater and surface water interaction create patterns of thermal diversity crucial to
normative ecosystem function. Native salmonids utilize upwelling hyporheic water, which
both, create and expand critical cold water refugia. Using several known factors for
hyporheic exchange, we created a potential hyporheic influence using 30-meter Digital
Elevation Model data. Trend in valley width, stream slope, trend in floodplain width,
variance in slope and sinuosity were derived from the DEM data and combined into an
estimate of hyporheic potential. We compared several known stream temperature
influences to hyporheic potential. These influences include riparian shade, topographic
shade, tributary influences, irrigation dam influence, and reservoir releases. FLIR - Forward

Scott O’Daniel
Confederated
Tribes of the
Umatilla
Indian
Reservation

Item N 000007
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120808 1 feMeRIiB@eter - data was used to create a longitudinal temperature profile for

Page 2 af $e mainstem Umatilla River. Potential thermal influences were compared to a continuous

temperature profile of the river. Hyporheic potential explains the majority of thermal
variation during a peak temperature loading period. These results suggest, at river basin
scales, that hyporheic exchange is an important driver in thermal variation.

11:30-12:00 | Water guality status of selected parameters in the Umatilla Basin. Greg
Presentation will consist of portions of sediment monitoring results and update on Silbernagel &
Wildhorse Creek, a tributary to the Umatilla River. Temperature monitoring in the lower Dick Nichols
Umatilla River around low head diversion structures. Nitrate sample results and trends at Umatilla Basin
Athena Springs and Spring Hollow. Watershed
Council
12:00 - 1:00 Statewide Toxics Monitoring: Program overview and summary of John Day, Grande
Working Ronde, and Umatilla Basins
lunch A brief overview of the DEQ’s statewide toxics monitoring program. In addition, a summary .
. . . . Lori Pillsbury
Note: lunch of the data results from the John Day, Grande Ronde, and Umatilla basins will be included Department of
provided for along with next steps and a vision for the future direction of the program. Environmental
registered Quality
attendees
only
1:00 — 2:00 Break-out Session # 1 — What are the key issues in your basin and are they being adequately addressed
through current or future monitoring activities? What type of information would most useful to address your
needs? (5 minutes for session introduction, 30 minutes for break-out, & 15 minutes for report to group, and
10 minutes open discussion)
Surface Water
2:00 = 2:30 ODA's Water Quality Program Sheila Marcoe
ODA staff will provide a background summary of the Agricultural Water Quality & Tom
Management Program, current statewide activities, and focused efforts in local regional Straughan
monitoring projects and discuss how they relate to the big picture goals. Oregon
Department of
Agriculture
2:30 — 3:00 Streamflow gages in the John Day, Umatilla, and Grande Ronde basins Mike Ladd and
We will show the locations of various streamflow gaging stations that OWRD operates in Jason Spriet
the John Day, Umatilla, and Grande Ronde basins and talk about the data we collect. For Oregon Water
the most part our gages collect streamflow quantity data, but we do have some that also Resources
collect temperature. Department
3:00 - 3:15 Afternoon Break
Habitat
3:15-3:45 | National Best Management Practices for Water Quality Management on National Forest Caty Clifton
System lands United States
Water quality protection and restoration requires strong linkages to land practices. Forest Service
Monitoring the implementation and effectiveness of water quality BMPs provides this
essential connection. In 2012 the FS published the first of 2 technical program guides
providing direction to national forests for use in new planning efforts. The national BMP
program is the agency’s nonpoint source pollution control program for achieving and
documenting water resource protection. Volume 1 provides program direction and
description of management activities and core BMPs. Volume 2 (in preparation) provides
monitoring protocols for 10 categories of land management activities. Monitoring protocols
describe population development and sampling methods. Program information and recent
examples from the Blue Mountains.
3:45-4:15 Using PIBO Effectiveness Monitoring to access Status and Trends in three basins in Oregon | Eric Archer

Evaluation of Status and trend of stream habitat and macroinvertebrate data collected by

United States
Forest Service

Item N 000008
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4:15-4:45

ODFW Collaborative Watershed Monitoring in NE Oregon

Overview of ODFW'’s research & monitoring incorporating Columbia Habitat Monitoring
Program (CHaMP) protocol and Intensively Monitored Watershed (IMW) approaches for
monitoring fish habitat quality. Our monitoring emphasizes temperature because it is a
common limiting factor for recovery of listed salmon and steelhead. Watershed spatial
scales are emphasized to measure cumulative effects of restoration activities (IMW) and for
monitoring complete fish populations (CHaMP).

Jim Ruzycki
Oregon
Department of
Fish and
Wildlife

4:45-5:00

Debrief — a brief summary of what we heard throughout the day

DEQ|

John Day, Umatilla and Grande Ronde WQ Monitoring Summit:

Past, Present and Future

State of Oregon
Pl November 13-14, 2014
Quality
Thursday, November 14: Working together
800 -830 Coffee and tea
830—-845 Recap of yesterdays presentations
845-915 OWEB's Monitoring Grant Portfolio and the Programmatic Effectiveness Monitoring Ken Fetcho
Efforts-Current Status and Future Direction Oregon
. . . . . . Watershed
A brief background will be provided to describe OWEB's involvement to fund monitoring Enhancement
projects including those specifically related to restoration actions. This presentation will Board
highlight OWEB's past, current and future effectiveness monitoring efforts.
915-945 How can PNAMP support monitoring coordination and information sharing in NE Oregon? | Jen Bayer and
Jacque Schei
United States
Geological
Survey
945-1015 Creating a truly integrated monitoring, data management and data sharing system for Jimmy Kagan
natural resources information in Oregon. Oregon
Monitoring needs continue to increase, while resources available to collect information and | Institute of
answer questions decline. Historically, integrating data collection has involves agencies Natural
letting other agencies what they are doing. A tentative proposal to build on programs at the | Resources
DAS Geospatial Information Office and the Oregon Explorer portal to help create efficiencies
in data collection, identify multi-agency priorities and help fund these, and expand tools for
data sharing, discovery and archiving.
1015 -1035 Break
1035-1135 Break-out Session 2: How do we find the resources to do what we want to do? Or how do we collaborate on
monitoring design to get the answers we want? Data management tools? (5 minutes for session introduction,
35 minutes for break-out, & 15 minutes for report to group & discussion)
1135-1200 Recap and next steps Aaron
Borisenko
DEQ

Item N 000009




Attachment C

Dec. 11-12, 2013, EQC meeting
Page 1 of 28

DEQ

\ *ATAY N A '7l>'v- | ~1tAarinc S Vel -
DT\ Ater ()l(_ e IV ¢ o 18 SUTNVe\
e euWater Quality: Monitoring Sunvey.
Department of D N I e

Environmental PV ELSIURRES

Quality

JUC Watary Qualisy Mo ieorin g S i i



entC o O .
el Participant Information

Item N 000011




entC
-12, 2013, EQC meeting

) of 28
1. Which category best describes your nation, organization or affiliation (please select the
most appropriate category)?
Business . ‘ ‘
Industry glri::u;]r 8%
1. Mine Operator
Other (please specify) 38% }-—
2. Water Resources Engineer consultant

Tribal Nation

Researcher

Mon-profit
Environmental Advocacy

Mon-profit Other

Local Government

Federal Government

State Government

Item N 000012



entC 2. Which watershed(s) or region(s) are you most interested in? (select all that apply)
-12, 2013, EQC meeting

of 2840

3[]_

20—

10

{]_
John Day Umatilla Grande Ronde Other (please specify)
1. Approach
2. All
3. Statewide
. Item N 000013

4. State and National




Attachment C
DagsH <12, ' . . ' AP
3. P:N@Ig%%géﬂécﬁgﬁ Bedfdescribes your role in your nation or organization?

1. Research scientist
‘ ‘ 2. Attorney

3. Consultant

Advocate (Speak fora

group or organization) 4. City recorder

5. Watermaster - Water use enforcement / Water Law

Other (please specify) 132 %

6. Researcher, concerned about land use impacts to watershed and water

7. Research PI - work across organizations in national aquatic resource surveys

Executive (Leading.

17.0°%

guiding policies, working
across organizations)

Manager (Executing
itrategies, assigning work,
planning meetings, ov...

Project manager (Data
interpretation, report
writing. project oversight)

Technical staff/Analyst
(Data collection,
field activities etc )

26%

Item N 000014




entC 4 Does your nation or organization collect water quality data in any of the following

12, 2019, BQC meeting basins? (select all that apply)?

43.1%

John Day Umatilla Mone Grande Ronde Columbia Snake River

Item N 000015
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5. Which of the following categories best characterizes the samples/data your nation or

Attachment C organization collects? (select all that apply)
Dec. 11-12, 2013, EQC meeting
Page 8 of 28

Phamaceauticals and
personal care products

128 %

Currant use pesticides

Legacy contaminants =
(DDTs, diosans, . 128 %
Metadata (land use EREE
charactenzation, impervious_. B%
Metals {copper, mercury, _—
arsenic or other) U
Remote sensing

[LiDAR, themal. 170

MNutrients {nitrogan
and/or phosphomns)

Bactana [Facal
colform, E.coli)

We do notcollect data

Water gquantity data 04 %
(straam flow, . o

Field parmmeters (temparatura
, diszolved oxygen,_.

Biological data
{macroinvarabmates, fish,

Habitat data (zhade,
sediment, stream morphology.—

1. We are an end user of data collected in the Umatilla and have contributed resources to make those
collections possible.

2. We either collect all of the data - or use the data (collected by others)
3. Temperature

4. We do not collect, but we use/analyze data collected by others

Item N 000017



D o 1%%%%8 Mo dla I matrix do you sample (choose all that apply)?

Page 9 of 28

20—

15

104

903%

2BE%

wiater Sediment Tizzue

1. Biota

2. Stream bank/riparian morphology

3. Riparian

/_A_\

Cther (please specify)

Item N 000018




7. What typ%ﬁf%ﬁ%ﬁs%r rr;]ne:&ir??ncumentatinn, if any, do you have related to the water quality
Page 10 of 28 ata you collect (please select all that apply)?

I'm not sure

1. Water quantity QA/QC
Other (please specify) 87%
2. USGS Standards for Flow Measurement

Contractor or
consultant procedures

Certified/accredited
contract labs or consultants

Quality Assurrance Project
Plan (QAPP) andfor
Sampling & Analysis Pla. ..

Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs)
Written documentation of 65.2 %
monitoring procedures o
] ] ] ]
0 5 10 15 20

Item N 000019
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Forgf ! 1;51&%%00153& n%én ﬁ%iﬂ? nation or organization collect water quality data (select all

that apply)?

1. Water Temperature data collected for other groups

Cther (please speci
(P pecity) 2. Water availability monitoring

Determining what level
of protection is needed

2617%

Compliance with
regulatory requirerments

Program or project
effectiveness

Determining the status of
water quality ora
particular water quality...

Identification of

water quality problems
or problem areas

Determining the trend of
water quality ora
particular water quality ...

739%

Item N 000020
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9. Degyhat2c fEriadorgditouse to evaluate your data (select all that apply)?

Page 12 of 28

| don't know—

Other (please specify)

Other scientific
benchmarks

Ambient background conditions
(as opposed to least
disturbed or refer. ..

Biological benchmarks
(fish returns, Index of
biclogical integrity etc.)

Comparison with reference
sites (least disturbed
conditions, ecoregio. ..

State or Federal Water
Quality Standards

1. We don't evaluate the temperature data

2. Long term flow monitoring and trends

ME%

MBE

47.8%

5.2 %

20

Item N 000021
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1O,Pabl=owdgeynu store your information? (please select the best response) .

In a database created by |
an external organization

Other (please specify) H

On paper

In spreadsheets
on a deskiop

In a database created
by our organization

20

Item N 000022



’SZ?;"?T?Z‘ 2013, Ead hectigyour data available on the web?

Page 14 of 28

BN Yes
I No
B No Response

43%

Item N 000023



12. What W@%ﬁgr&t&ali data or information sources does your nation or organization
Poce 160108 mggﬁ"?ﬂicauy use (Select all that apply)?

Cur organization does
not use external data

active research in the east side basins in recent years.

1. Normally, | would use water quality data collected as part of a study. However, | have not been doing
Other (please specify) 26%

Clur organization
does not use water
monitoring data

Volunteer Monitoring

Consultants and
commercial Labs

Tribal. Federal
or State data

35
Item N 000024
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%ﬂachﬂmGh of the following water monitoring program questions are

ec. 11-12,190S ErEleamd to your organization (rank each question)?
Page 17 of 28

What is the overall quality
of water in the Basin
(or appropriate sca. ..

Towhat extent is
water quality
changing over time?

-1211

What are the problem

areas and areas 51 152&301
needing protection?
What level of

E.1E
i
-
5

156% 63%

protection is needed?

|

How effective are
clean water projects
and programs?

I Most important
B |mportant

B Somewhat impartant
I Mot important

1 | 1
10 15 20 25 30

35
Item N 000026



giﬂ:ﬂnjl%ﬁgggg padicatg the waterbody type your nation or organization collects
Page memioring data or information on (rank the frequency for each waterbody).

FHivers and streams

o vfeekly
B Monthly
B Quarterly
B rearly
I MNever

Lakes and resenvoirs

Wetlands

Groundwater

35

Item N 000027
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10
1
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

Sedment, lemperature, nutient

Fish Spawning Erfactiveness, Bank Ercslon, and Stream Plant
Communities’Shading.

1. impiement re time on e ground WQ Improvement 2. Adaressing potential
W3S 10 effacively minimize non point source pailution (1.e. nutrient trading. atc)
3 Funding sotons

Water quansty. Water use. Water temperature.

5555

r

Water samperaturs, sediment, and channel morphalogy
Temperaturs

S3fe drirking wates
Temperatirs, sedment and nitrates

mmmmmmlﬂmmm
and grounawaier

Temparaturs, channel morphology, and fish haoitat

catle grazing, protectingirestoning native frout haoiat

B e
to humans, fish, other Wikiife from Inadaquats protection of viater Quaty.

1. Volume 2. temperatre 3. sediment

temperate, nizatas, TOS

:::gg:;sﬂggguﬂ!amanuumnun!naneUUaaumphstxa

temperature, sedimert, bactena
1. Sological condition 2. Riparian profections 3. Sedment

Watar ismperature, sedment, feca colform
Tamperaturs, disoivas oxygen and ity

Nitzates TDS Arsenic

Nitrates In grounciwater, sediment and temperature In surface water
temperature, dissolved axygen.

Quantry, timing anc overall quaty

temperature & sadiment (furbicty), and the iand uses affecting Mem

groundwater contamination, nitrates and f%cal peslicide presence In suface
Waler groundwatar contamination, legacy pesticides and peos

Stream temperatures Fish hatitat Water utiiizaton for agricufture

For most of the geographic areas | work In, fipanan hadiat cegradation and its
resutting sedment, haat and water contaminant Inputs are most widaspread and

15. What do consider the three most important water

quality issues in your geographic area?

Fregquency and top words

Word Occurrences Frequency Rank
water 13 9.6% 1
Cemperature 17 8.6% 2
sediment 11 5.6% 3
quality 5 2.5% 4
nitrates 5 2.5% 4
habitat 5 2.5% 4
groundwater 5 2.5% 4
grazing 4 2% 5
surface 4 2% 5
fish 4 2% 5
impactsa 3 1.5% [
morphology 2 1% 7
gquantity 2 1% 7
channel 2 1z 7
turbiditcy 2 1% 7
dissclwved 2 1% 7
biclogical 2 1% 7
uses 2 1% 7
tds 2 1% 7
ltem N-000028
riparian 2 1% 7
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What daconsidler the three most important water quality issues in your geographic area?

Item N 000029
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16 Please indicate the spatial scale of (water quality) data collection that is
Attaghetitelevant to your organization (rank the relevence for each spatial
scale).

Dec. 11-12, 2013, EQC megéting
Page 22 of 28

Regional (e.q.
ecoregion)

Basin (e.g. Grande Ronde.
John Day. or Umatilla)

Sub-basin (e.g. South
Fork John Day or
Lower Grande Ronde)

Land use (e.g. urban,
forest, or agnculture)

Project/site specific
(e.g. Meadow Creek, Potamus
Creek, or Meacham C...

B Very relevant

B Relevant

B Somewhat relevant
B Mot relevant

Item N 000031
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17. What Q@é @f?@ﬁtﬁ?ﬁfﬁeﬁﬁgigns does your nation or organization employ (select all that
e apply)?

Rotating geographic
areas (basins,
sub-basins. watersheds)

11.8 %

No monitoring

Other (please specify)

Hesearch (hypothesis
testing)

Probabilistic (sites
randomly selected)

Investigative sampling
(synpotics studies,
rnisk based studies)

Source monitoring
(effluents and discharges)

Targeted (a network
of fixed stations)

Effectiveness monitonng

(before and after) 223%

0 5 10 15 ltem N 009832
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18. %é&%@?ﬁfﬁsf’ﬁﬁggaps that you see in your region (select all that apply) ?

| do not see

any data gaps e

(Cther (please specify) 11.8%

Data to
understand status

Diata to identify new
problems and problem areas

Data to understand
if criteria are
adequately protective

Data to understand
effectiveness

Data to
understand trends

1. Background data such as stream flow
2. Funding solutions instead of data collection
3. Data to link current land uses to current groundwater quality

4. In some ways, existing data already indicate the magnitude of water quality problems in these basins.
It's just that the changes in land use needed to rectify many of them (particularly livestock impacts) have
not been sufficiently addressed.

3247%

3247%

3247%
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19. Whatmgl;ln&%&inmrmaﬁgn or organization best meet your data needs (select all that

Page 25 of 28 HFFW}?

1. Additional data collection & analysis would be beneficial

Other (please specify) 118%

2. Federal land managers to do their job at protecting and restoring riparian ecosystems.

Technical assistance

Better access to existing

data and information 471 %

More Funding 529 %

0 5 10 15 20
Item N 000034
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20. unggecmllgbgraiwe inter-organizational monitoring or data management benefit your nation or

organization (select the best answer)?

Mo - The data we have
provides us with all the
information we need

Maybe - We might adapt
or refine our monitoring
questions and datac...

Yes - Understanding what
other groups are monitoring
forwould help u...

20
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dnonitoring parameters (general) and dates for display on a map?

20. iﬁ?&iﬂ%ﬁmwwﬁgﬁ% your nation or organization's monitoring locations

441 %
[ Yes
m Maybe
Bl Mo
11.8%
1. If we did, we would
441 %
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Thank you...........Questions?
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By GEORGE PLAVEN
Fast Oregonian .

Local, state and federal

"agencies gathered Wednes-
day at the Pendleton

Convention Center to dis-
cuss water quality
monitoring in three river
basins spanning most of
northeast Oregon.

About 70 people attend-
ed the all-day summit to
address water monitoring
programs and potential
collaboration in the
Umatilla, Grande Ronde

" and John Day watersheds.

Presentations covered a
range of data from existing
programs, and identified
issues affecting flow and
habitat throughout the
basins. . :

Aaron Borisenko, water
quality monitoring manag-
er with the = Oregon
Department of Environ-
mental Quality based in
Hillsboro, said the summit
is a regional response to a
statewide meeting held last
yvear. By getting together,

‘groups can better under-

stand their .roles in
maintaining watershed
health, Borisenko said.
Regionally specific is-
sues include nitrate levels
in DEQ's Lower Umatilla

Basin Groundwater Man-
agement Area, water flows
and stream temperatures
needed to protect endan-
gered salmon and
steelhead populations.

“If we can better coordi-
nate, and Iimplement
something like an enter-
prise approach to
monitoring ... that would be
something T'd like to
achieve,” Borisenko said.

Afternoon sessions fo-
cused on surface water
monitoring efforts, led by
the Oregon Department of
Agriculture and stream-
flow gauges from the
Oregon Water Resources
Department. ODAis re-
sponsible for preventing
water pollution from agri-
cultural activities, funded
through the Agricultural
Water Quality Management
Act of 1893.

The legislation also pro-
fects against soil erosion on
rural lands. Area districts
include Umatilla County
at Big Spring Creek and
Wildhorse Creek, and Mor-
Tow - County at Willow
Creek.

At a minimum, each dis-

trict conducts a streamside |

vegetation assessment ts--
ing aerial photography and
field data. Sheila Marcoe,

You Never Know What You'll Find At
A Colfectors West Gun & Knife Show!
| HERMISTON-MOV.1-17
| Hermiston Conf, (enter

#15S. Hwy 395 +1-84 o Hwy 305

« Sat; Sa-5p, Sun: 10a-3p - Infe: collectorswest carm

water quality monitoring
specialist with ODA, said
projects measure stream
bank stability and condi-
tions on surrounding rural
land.

"The challenge, Marcoe
said, is determining exact
results.

“We've been trying fo
identify those priorities,
and hone in on those dif-
ferent milestones and
timelines,” she said. “Trees
take time to grow, or cer-
tain activities take time to
show a difference.”

The water resources de-

partment, meanwhile,
keeps tabs on water regu-
lation for agricultural

reasons and monitoring in-

-stream flows . using a

number of gauges through-
out the watersheds. It posts

ymitegathers agencies for watershed monitoring

. surface water figures, in-

cluding near-real time and
historical streamflow and
lake levels, on its website.

“We have to have a pret-
ty accurate picture of who’s
taking what and when,”
said Mike Ladd, region
manager in Pendleton.

The summit continues
Thursday morning, as
speakers with the Oregon
Watershed Enhancement
Board, U.S. Geological
Service and DEQ review in-
tegrated momnitoring and
management tools.

“We all want clean wa-
ter,” Borisenko said. “Ttis a

.eritically wvaluable ' re-

source to all of us.”

Contact George Plaven af
gplaven@eastoregonian.com
or 541-564-4547.
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