
State of Oregon 

Department of Environmental Quality Memorandum 
 

Date:  Oct. 15, 2014 

 

To:  Environmental Quality Commission 

 

From:  Dick Pedersen, Director 

   

Subject: Agenda item D, Informational item: Oregon’s comments on EPA’s proposed rules 

for greenhouse gas emission reductions from existing power plants  

  Nov. 5-7, 2014, EQC meeting  

 

Why this is 

important 

 

 

 

 

Oregon intends to submit comments to EPA on its proposal to use the 

Clean Air Act to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from existing fossil 

fuel power plants. These comments provide Oregon’s perspective on the 

overall approach EPA chose to develop a carbon dioxide emission standard 

for existing power plants, and specific compliance and implementation 

considerations relevant to power sector characteristics in Oregon and the 

Northwest. 

 

Background EPA’s proposed rule, known as the Clean Power Plan, will require 

Oregon to adopt a state plan with measures to reduce emissions from 

fossil fuel plants to achieve EPA’s emission guideline. DEQ will be the 

lead state agency developing Oregon’s plan. Carbon dioxide emissions 

from power plants represent a third of the greenhouse emissions in the 

United States. EPA’s proposed rule would reduce carbon dioxide 

emissions from power plants 30 percent by 2030 compared to 2005 levels.  

 

The proposed rule incorporates emission reductions not just from 

operating improvements at the power plants, but also from renewable 

energy and energy efficiency that can lower demand on these facilities. 

EPA projects that the significant reductions in carbon pollution and other 

air pollutants would result in net climate and health benefits of $48 billion 

to $82 billion. At the same time, coal and natural gas would remain the 

two leading sources of electricity generation in the U.S., with each 

providing more than 30 percent of the projected generation. 

 

Next steps and 

commission 

involvement 

 

 

DEQ staff will bring informational items and updates to the commission in 

2015. DEQ may be required to establish new state rules to implement 

Oregon’s state plan. State plans are currently anticipated due to EPA in 

2016, with the possibility of a one or two-year extension. Staff will involve 

commissioners at various levels throughout any resultant rulemaking 

processes. 
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Attachments A. Oregon’s draft comment letter to EPA  

 

  

 Approved: 

__________________________ 

Lydia Emer, Operations Division 

 

__________________________ 

Leah Feldon, Air Quality Operations Section 

 

 

Report prepared by Colin McConnaha 
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