
Department of Environmental Quality 
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(541) 388-6146 

FAX (541) 388-8283 

TTY 711 

 

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2025 

 
 

Morgan Olson, Plant Manager 

Kronospan La Grande, LLC 

62621 Oregon Hwy 82 

La Grande, OR 97850 

 

 

RE:  Pre-Enforcement Notice 

 Kronospan La Grande, LLC Particleboard Plant 

 2025-PEN-9837 

 Permit No. 103044 

 Union County 

 

 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

 

Kronospan La Grande, LLC (Kronospan) is authorized to collect, store, and treat stormwater and 

industrial wastewater effluent for the particleboard plant located in 62621 Oregon Hwy 82, La 

Grande, Oregon under a Water Pollution Control Facilities (WPCF) permit No. 103044. The 

permit was renewed and became effective on August 1, 2024. On January 13, 2025, 

representatives of Kronospan notified DEQ of noncompliance of the WPCF permit since the 

issuance of the permit, citing a misunderstanding of effective date (Attachment 1).  

 

Schedule B.3, Tables B2 through B4 of the permit provide minimum monitoring requirements at 

the ROD, Cooling Water, and Process Water Ponds: 
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Based upon review of the memo submitted to DEQ, the Department has concluded that 

Kronospan is responsible for the following sixty-five (65) violations of Oregon environmental 

law: 
 

VIOLATIONS: 

 

Monitoring 

Period 
Violation Class 

Number of 

Violations 

Q3 2024, Q4 2024  

(2 Quarters) 

Kronospan did not collect quarterly Manganese 

(Mn) from the ROD Pond. Failing to collect 

monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o).  

I 2 

Q3 2024, Q4 2024  

(2 Quarters) 

Kronospan did not collect quarterly Sodium (Na) 

from the ROD Pond. Failing to collect 

monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 2 

Q3 2024, Q4 2024  

(2 Quarters) 

Kronospan did not collect quarterly Iron (Fe) 

from the Cooling Water Pond. Failing to collect 

I 2 
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monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

August – 

December 2024  

(5 months) 

Kronospan did not collect pH from the cooling 

water pond required 2/weekly (May – October) 

and 2/monthly (November – April). Failing to 

collect monitoring data required in Schedule B of 

the permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 27 

August – 

December 2024 

(5 months) 

Kronospan did not collect pH from the Process 

Water Pond required 2/weekly (May – October) 

and 2/monthly (November – April). Failing to 

collect monitoring data required in Schedule B of 

the permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 32 

 

 

Class I violations are the most serious violations; Class III violations are the least serious.   

 

The violations cited above caused significant environmental harm or posed the risk of significant 

environmental harm, and the matter is being referred to the Department’s Office of Compliance and 

Enforcement for formal enforcement action. Formal enforcement action may result in assessment of 

civil penalties and/or a Department order. A formal enforcement action may include a civil penalty 

assessment for each day of violation. 

  

If you believe any of the facts in this Pre-Enforcement Notice are in error, you may provide written 

information to me at the address shown at the top of the letter. The Department will consider new 

information you submit and take appropriate action. 

 

The Department endeavors to assist you in your compliance efforts.  Should you have any 

questions about the content of this letter, feel free contact me in writing or by phone at 541-246-

4562.  In addition, if you desire any follow-up technical assistance, please contact Anna.Morgan-

Hayes@deq.oregon.gov.  
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Anna Morgan-Hayes 

DEQ Water Quality Permitting & Compliance 

 

 

 

ec: Mike Hiatt, DEQ Water Quality Permitting 

 Carl Makepeace, DEQ Water Quality Permitting 
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Attachment 1: Letter of Noncompliance, Kronospan, January 13, 2025 

 


