
 

Department of Environmental Quality 

  Eastern Region Pendleton Office 

  800 SE Emigrant Avenue, Suite 330 

 Tina Kotek, Governor   Pendleton, OR  97801 

   (541) 276-4063 

  FAX (541) 278-0168 

  TTY 711 

 

 

February 6, 2025 

 

Jayme Bennett, City Manager 

City of Mosier 

PO Box 456 

Mosier, OR 97040-0456 

 

Re:  Pre-Enforcement Notice 

2025-PEN-9830 

File 58650, NPDES 101495 

Wasco County 

 

 

Dear Ms. Bennett, 

 

The City of Mosier (City) is permitted under National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permit No. 101495. DEQ regularly conducts compliance review of Discharge Monitoring Reports 

(DMRs) and annual reports in accordance with the NPDES permit program. Based on a review of DMRs 

and noncompliance reports submitted to DEQ for October 2024 – November 2024, the City reported five 

(5) violations of the NPDES permit.   

Effluent Violations: 
Schedule A.1(b) of the NPDES permit provides year-round effluent limits and resampling procedures for 

effluent E. coli bacteria:  
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The City reported the following effluent E. coli single sample exceedances on DMRs for months October 

2024 – November 2024: 

Date Sampled 

Permit Limit 

(Single 

Sample) 

(orgs/100mL) 

Reported 

Daily Value 

(mg/L) 

Exceedance of 

the Limit 

(factor) 

Resampling 

Data 

Daily Effluent 

Flow from the 

Plant (MGD) 

10/01/2024 

No single 

sample may 

exceed  

406 

1,011.2 2.5 *n.d. 0.0331 

10/08/2024 461.1 1.2 **incomplete 0.0864 

10/14/2024 2,419.6 6.0 **incomplete 0.0403 

11/25/2024 613.1 1.5 *n.d. 0.0360 

11/26/2024 1,119.9 2.8 * n.d. 0.0619 

Notes: 

*n.d. – No resampling data were collected for this single sample exceedance event. 

**incomplete – At least five resampling events did not occur, as required by the resampling provision 

 in Schedule A.1(b), Table A3, Note a. 

 

Noncompliance reports submitted to DEQ (Attachments 1 and 2) reference an “aged failing UV system 

with outdated components and very low UVT % transmittance” as the reason for all five single sample 

exceedances. The City also noted that the lab contracted for bacterial analysis is closed over the weekends 

and on holidays, therefore, the facility was unable to resample at the time of exceedance.  

The UV system has been identified for repair and/or upgrade in a previous Pre-Enforcement Notice 

(2024-PEN-9619) and the City has since submitted plans for replacement to DEQ. Further violations may 

occur until the system is replaced, however, the City has purchased equipment and materials to perform 

in-house bacteria testing. This will allow the facility to conduct resampling as provided in Schedule 

A.1(b) of the NPDES permit.  

Additionally, the October and November 2024 DMRs submitted to DEQ reflected incorrect reporting for 

effluent E. coli.  

Based on review, these are violations of the NPDES permit and ORS 468B.025(2): 

Date Violation Class 

October 1, 2024 

Violating a technology based effluent limitation, except for removal 

efficiency, in an NPDES permit if the discharge exceeds a bacteria 

limit by less than five times the limit; OAR 340-012-0055(3)(b). 

III 

October 8, 2024 

Violating a technology based effluent limitation, except for removal 

efficiency, in an NPDES permit if the discharge exceeds a bacteria 

limit by less than five times the limit; OAR 340-012-0055(3)(b). 

III 

October 14, 2024 

Violating a technology based effluent limitation, except for removal 

efficiency, in an NPDES or WPCF permit if the discharge exceeds a 

bacteria limit by a factor of five or more; 340-012-0055(2)(a). 

II 

November 25, 2024 

Violating a technology based effluent limitation, except for removal 

efficiency, in an NPDES permit if the discharge exceeds a bacteria 

limit by less than five times the limit; OAR 340-012-0055(3)(b). 

III 

November 26, 2024 

Violating a technology based effluent limitation, except for removal 

efficiency, in an NPDES permit if the discharge exceeds a bacteria 

limit by less than five times the limit; OAR 340-012-0055(3)(b). 

III 
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Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the least 

serious. 

 
Corrective Actions 
The City of Mosier is required to complete the following corrective actions by the timeline provided: 

 

1. By March 15, 2025 the City of Mosier must resubmit DMRs for October 2024 and November 

2024 to accurately reflect effluent E. coli reporting in accordance with NetDMR User Guide (pgs. 

17-18, Attachment 3) in EPA’s NetDMR.  

Referral for DEQ Formal Enforcement Action 
This matter is being referred to DEQ's Office of Compliance and Enforcement for formal 

enforcement action. Formal enforcement action may result in assessment of a civil penalty and/or 

DEQ order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day of violation. 

 

If you believe any of the facts in this notice are in error, you may provide information to me. I will 

consider any new information you submit and take appropriate action. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me in writing at anna.morgan-hayes@deq.oregon.gov, 

or at 541-246-4562. 
 

        

       Sincerely, 

        

          

   Anna Morgan-Hayes 

Water Quality Permitting & Compliance Specialist 

 

ec: Mike Hiatt, DEQ 

 WQ Data Crew, DEQ 

 ORMS 

 Chris McCalib, TEC 

 Stoner Bell, City of Mosier 
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Attachment 1: City of Mosier Noncompliance Report, October 15, 2024 
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Attachment 2: City of Mosier Noncompliance Report, November 27, 2024 
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Attachment 3: NetDMR User’s Guide- How to Complete and Submit Electronic Discharge Monitoring 

Reports, ODEQ, 2021 (pages 17-17 only) 
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