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MINUTES 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING 
June 26, 2024 

4:00 p.m. 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
313 Court Street, The Dalles, Oregon 97058 

Via Zoom/ Livestream via City Website 

PRESIDING: Robert McNary, Chair 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Forust Ercole, Karl Vercouteren, Eric Gleason (joined at 
4:54 p.m.) 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bev Eagy 

OTHERS PRESENT: Museum Commission Representative Julie Reynolds, City 
Councilor Scott Randall 

STAFF PRESENT: Director Joshua Chandler, Special Projects Coordinator 
Ann Moorhead, Secretary Paula Webb 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chair McNary at 4:08 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Commissioner Ercole led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Ercole and seconded by McNary to approve the agenda as presented. The 
motion carried 3/0; Ercole, McNary and Vercouteren voting in favor, none opposed, Eagy and 
Gleason absent. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Ercole and seconded by McNary to postpone approval of the February 28, 2024 
minutes until the next Commission meeting. The motion carried 3/0; Ercole, McNary and 
Vercouteren voting in favor, none opposed, Eagy and Gleason absent. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Wolfe, 4752 Simonelli Road, The Dalles 

Mr. Wolfe said the Port Authority constructed a modern sea terminal in The Dalles in the late 
1930s. The wharf was 1,000 feet long and able to accommodate three freighters simultaneously. 
Mr. Wolfe noticed portals near the Baldwin Saloon, and believes they connected to the wharf. 
Mr. Wolfe said it is the City's responsibility to protect the area. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Waldron Drug Store Light Projector Project Completion 

Special Projects Coordinator (SPC) Ann Moorhead, provided a presentation on the Waldron 
Drug Light Capsule Project, Attachment 1. 

The project began in September 2023, and concluded in May 2024, with activation of 
"Illuminate The Dalles." The projection works autonomously, illuminates the structure every 
night, and has an expected life span of 10 years. 

Tony's Building Site Public Survey 

SPC Ann Moorhead, provided the results of a survey conducted for the Tony's site at 401-407 E. 
2nd Street. 

The Columbia Gateway Urban Renewal Agency acquired the building for redevelopment. The 
project was later determined to be economically unfeasible, resulting in demolition of the 
structure. The Urban Renewal Agency Board directed staff conduct further research for possible 
uses of the site. A survey was created inviting the public to suggest ideas for site redevelopment. 

Survey results are provided in Attachment 2. 

Director Chandler added the survey suggestions will guide the Request for Proposal (RFP). 
Options include mixed-use development and open space. 

Commissioner Gleason joined the meeting at 4:54 p.m. 

Chair McNary invited comments. 

Museum Representative Reynolds attended the time capsule opening, and said it was a great 
event. Commissioner Gleason agreed, and said it adds a lot to the downtown. 

Commissioner Ercole asked what was included on the bar chart under "None of the Above." 
SPC Moorhead replied the responses were either so unique they were in the minority, or were 
too vague to classify. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

Director Chandler thanked Ann Moorhead for her work. This is Ann's last public meeting with 
the City; her term ends the third week of July. He shared his appreciation of her amazing work. 

Director Chandler referred to the lack of HLC meetings, stating applications have been scarce. 
An application for Sigman's Flowers may come in next month. 
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Director Chandler provided a presentation (Attachment 3) updating the Commission on the First 
Street Project, the First Street Urban Renewal parking lots, and the Urban Renewal Incentive 
Program. 

Councilor Randall referred to underground storage tanks, and asked if the new Farm Stand [315 
Federal Street] was once a gas station. Director Chandler thought that was correct. 

Chair McNary stated John Lundell kept thorough records of the downtown buildings, but was 
not sure what year Mr. Lundell began keeping the records. 

Director Chandler replied Staff often uses Sanborn maps, dating from the 1880s to the 1940s. 
He added the tanks were a surprise, and complimented the property owners for sticking with the 
project. 

Commissioner Gleason was impressed with the projects, and glad they were moving forward. 
He also thanked Staff for paying attention to the archeology. 

Museum Representative Reynolds said she is looking forward to the Farm Stand opening. 

Commissioner Ercole thanked Staff for their efforts. 

Richard Wolfe, 4752 Simonelli Road, The Dalles 

Mr. Wolfe said the black top on the parking lots is the wrong system. The blacktop creates sheet 
water; the water does not drain. Plumbing has been blocked with blacktop. 

Director Chandler replied, stating the parking lot will be graded to drain into a drain in the 
alleyway behind the Recreation building. 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Commissioner Vercouteren extended an invitation to all to attend his presentation on "All 
Together The Dalles." He will speak at the Wasco County Historical Society on July 6, 2024, 
at 11 :00 a.m. 

Museum Representative Reynolds said it is great to have the ships back in town. More visitors 
are now going to the Fort Dalles Museum. 

Chair McNary suggested giving out a thank you note or plaque to people who have performed 
restoration work; they deserve recognition. 

Director Chandler expected the next meeting to be held in July or August. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:31 p.m. 

Meeting conducted in a room in compliance with ADA standards. 

Submitted by/ 
Paula Webb, Secretary 
Community Development Department 
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SIGNED: 

ATTEST: 

Robert McNary, Chair 

Paula Webb, Secretary 
Community Development Department 
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