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Recommendation to EQC

Designate North Fork Smith
River and its tributaries and
associated wetlands as
Outstanding Resource
Waters

Establish policies to protect
and maintain water quality

Exclude waters in state-
owned (DSL) parcel

© Barbara Ullian photos
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Antidegradation

« Part of water quality
standards

 Three levels

* Limited waters

« High gquality waters

e Outstanding resource waters




Outstanding Resource Waters

Special protection for
outstanding state waters

DEQ to develop screening
process.

N O n e d eS | g n ate d I n O reg O n . Courtesy of Sundance Kayak School

[ S S

Environmental
ooooo



Petition to conduct rulemaking

- Submitted Feb. 2016

- Direction for rulemaking
1995 Issue Paper




Proposed Rule in Petition

- Designate NF Smith River
waters as ORWSs

- Prohibit permits and activities
that degrade water quality
and ecological integrity

- Policy for restoration and
emergencies
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Advisory Committee




ISsue Paper

Technical Analysis Policy Analysis

Setting . Need

Outstanding values . Ramifications
Significant water quality Managerial Feasibility
parameters

Adequacy of

limnological data

Technical feasibility



Smith River Watershed, Oregon
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Ecological characteristics

Clarity and color of the
waters

Pristine conditions

Critical coho salmon
habitat

Darlingtonia wetlands

Important recreational
waters
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Need

* Fulfills antidegradation
requirement

* Protecting unique value

Environmental



Implications

« No NPDES permits | suteororepon - 555
 State parcel Caia

e Continued
recreation activities




Public Notice and Hearings

e Jan.13 —Feb. 28
 Portland and Brookings

e 63 attendees, 32
comments
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Public Comments

e 1,326 commenters
e 1,318 favored designation
e Seven opposed

 One expressing neither
favor or opposing (EPA)
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Significant Comments and
Response

 DSL parcel
 Rule language suggestions
* No need for desighation
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Final recommendation

e Amend OAR 340-041-0004 and 340-041-0305 as shown
in the Draft Rules to:

Designate the North Fork Smith River and its
tributaries and associated wetlands as Outstanding
Resource Waters.

Establish policies to protect the high quality of these
waters.

Exclude a portion of Cedar Creek, a tributary to the
North Fork Smith River, from ORW designation.
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Photo by Ken Anderson

State of Oregon
Department of

Quality
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hplfTKvgaQ

