
  

 

 

Department of Environmental Quality 

Eastern Region Pendleton Office 

800 SE Emigrant Ave., Suite 330 

         Pendleton, OR 97801 

(541) 276-4062 

 

 

Tina Kotek, Governor 

 

  

 

 

January 17, 2025 

 

 

Jen Krajcik, Artificial Production Supervisor 

ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery 

CTUIR Department of Natural Resources 

Nixyaawii Governance Center 

46411 Timine Way 

Pendleton, OR 97801 

 

RE: Pre-Enforcement Notice  

 Confederated Tribes of Umatilla – ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery 

 2025-PEN-9801 

 NDPES permit # 103227 

 WQ file #126275 

 WQ – Umatilla County 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Krajcik, 

 

The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation’s (Permittee) is permitted under the 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for the ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery, 

NPDES Permit No. 103227.  

 

Schedule B.1, Table B.3 provides effluent monitoring frequency requirements at Outfalls 001 

and 002. The permit requires the facility continuously monitor and report effluent temperature 

year-round. Similarly, Table B.3 requires the facility to monitor for effluent pH at each outfall. 
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DEQ conducts routine review of the facility’s Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) for 

purposes of assessing compliance with the NPDES permit. Additionally, the facility self-reported 

violations in noncompliance report forms on July 13, 2024 (Attachments 1 and 2) and 

subsequent DMR attachments on August 15, 2024.  

 

The permittee reported failing to collect monitoring data for daily effluent temperature Outfall 

001 and Outfall 002 from June 27, 2024 through July 11, 2024 and from June 26, 2024 through 

July 8, 2024 respectively. The permittee also reported failing to collect monitoring data for 

effluent pH from Outfall 001 and Outfall 002 from June 30, 2024 through July 13, 2024 and 

from June 26, 2024 through July 8, 2024 respectively. The lapse in monitoring was documented 

as equipment malfunction where monitoring was conducted but data was lost and resolved 

shortly after discovery.  

 

In a previous enforcement (2024-PEN-8930) issued on January 31, 2024, the facility was cited 

for failing to collect quarterly monitoring data required by Schedule B, Table B5, from South 

Fork Walla Walla River. Upon further review it has been determined that the facility failed to 

collect quarterly monitoring for pH, which was not previously cited in the enforcement notice; 

therefore, it is noted as a violation in this notice.  

 

 
 

 
Monitoring Violations 

Based on this review, DEQ has concluded that the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery is responsible for the following thirty-two (32) violations of 

its permit and Oregon environmental law: 

 

Monitoring Period Violation Class 

Number 

of 

Violations 

June 27 – July 11, 2024 

(15 days) 

Failing to collect daily effluent 

temperature monitoring data at Outfall 

001 required in Schedule B of the 

permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 15 

June 26 – July 8, 2024 

(13 days) 

Failing to collect daily effluent 

temperature monitoring data at Outfall 

I 12 
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Monitoring Period Violation Class 

Number 

of 

Violations 

002 required in Schedule B of the 

permit; OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

June 30 – July 13, 2024 

(2 weeks: Sunday June 30 

to Saturday, July 13) 

Failing to collect weekly effluent pH 

monitoring data at Outfall 001 

required in Schedule B of the permit; 

OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 2 

June 26 – July 8, 2024 

(1 week: Sunday, June 30 

to Saturday, July 6) 

Failing to collect weekly effluent pH 

monitoring data at Outfall 002 

required in Schedule B of the permit; 

OAR 340-012-0055(1)(o). 

I 1 

Q4 of 2023 due January 

15, 2024 

Failing to collect quarterly receiving 

water pH monitoring data at South 

Fork Walla Walla River required in 

Schedule B of the permit; OAR 340-

012-0055(1)(o). 

I 1 

 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the 

least serious.  
 
Environmental Impact of Violations 

Fulfilling the mandatory monitoring and reporting conditions is an important obligation. Without 

monitoring and evaluation of data supplied by required monitoring, the facility, DEQ, and the 

public are unable to evaluate the effectiveness of the system. An ineffective treatment system can 

cause water quality impairments and/or public health hazards. 

 

 
Referral for DEQ Formal Enforcement Action 

The violation cited above posed the risk of significant environmental harm and the matter is 

being referred to the DEQ’s Office of Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement 

action. Formal enforcement action may result in assessment of civil penalties and/or a 

Department order. A formal enforcement action may include a civil penalty assessment for each 

day of violation. 

 

If you believe any of the facts in this notice are in error, you may provide information to me at the 

address shown at the top of this letter. I will consider any new information you submit and take 

appropriate action. If you have any questions, please contact me at anna.morgan-

hayes@deq.oregon.gov or at 541-246-4562. 

 

Sincerely, 

mailto:anna.morgan-hayes@deq.oregon.gov
mailto:anna.morgan-hayes@deq.oregon.gov
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Anna Morgan-Hayes 

Water Quality Permit Writer and Compliance 

Specialist 

Eastern Region, DEQ 

 

 

ec: Mike Hiatt, WQ Manager, Eastern Region, DEQ 

 Megan Poskaitis, WQ Permitting, HQ DEQ 

 Alyssa Witt, Water Quality, Eastern Region DEQ 

 Roxy Nayar, Tribal Liaison, HQ DEQ 

Oregon Records Management Solution 
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Attachment 1: Noncompliance Reporting Form [Outfall 002], Confederated Tribes of Umatilla 

Indian Reservation Walla Walla Hatchery [ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery], August 15, 2024 
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Attachment 2: Noncompliance Reporting Form [Outfall 002], Confederated Tribes of Umatilla 

Indian Reservation Walla Walla Hatchery [ˀImtwaha Fish Hatchery], August 15, 2024 
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