
Department of Environmental Quality 

  Eastern Region Pendleton Office 

  800 SE Emigrant Avenue, Suite 330 

 Tina Kotek, Governor   Pendleton, OR  97801 

   (541) 276-4063 

  FAX (541) 278-0168 

  TTY 711 

 

 

January 9, 2025 

 

Heather Daggett, Public Works 

City of Union 

P.O. Box 259 

Union, Oregon 97883 

 

RE: Warning Letter with Opportunity to Correct 

       City of Union STP 

       NPDES permit #101624/ WQ file #90800 

EPA OR ID# OR0029939 

       2025-WLOTC-9787 

       WQ – Union County 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Daggett: 

 

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed an audit of required reporting 

submitted by the City of Union in accordance with National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit #101624.  

 

Schedule C of the NPDES permit requires compliance deliverables be submitted by specified 

due dates, in order to meet final effluent ammonia nitrogen limits. The City was required to 

evaluate the effectiveness of system cleaning and improvements and notify DEQ of the City’s 

ability to meet the final effluent ammonia limits in Table A1 of the permit: 
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On November 27, 2024, the City submitted a letter (Progress Report, Attachment 1) to DEQ 

documenting the City’s cleaning efforts. However, this did not provide an evaluation of 

ammonia data or specify the City’s decision to meet compliance limits as required by item #3 in 

the Compliance Schedule.  

 

Violation: Failure to Comply with a Compliance schedule 
 

Due Date Violation 
Violation 

Class 

By 12/01/2024 Violating a requirement or condition of a commission or 

department order, consent order, agreement, consent 

judgment (formerly called judicial consent decree) or 

compliance schedule contained in a permit or permit; OAR 

340-012-0053(1)(a). 

I 
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Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the 

least serious.  

 

Environmental Impact of Violations 
Fulfilling the mandatory reporting requirements is an important obligation. Submittal of the 

required information is to ensure the facility meets the final ammonia limit or is making plans to 

evaluate alternatives to meet the required limit. 

 

Required Corrective Action 
The City must ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the issued NPDES permit, 

including all monitoring, reporting, and Schedule C requirements.  

 

1. By February 15, 2025 the City must submit a complete evaluation of the effectiveness of 

screening improvements on treatment capability meet final effluent ammonia limits, as 

described in Schedule C, item # 3. Additionally, the City must include notification to 

DEQ of the permittee’s choice to either: 1) meet the final ammonia limit by (2 years after 

effective date), or 2) proceed with the remaining compliance schedule. 

 

Summary 
This notice is a Warning Letter.  DEQ does not intend to take formal enforcement action at this 

time. However, should you repeat any of these violations or fail to complete the required 

corrective action listed in this letter, this matter may be referred to the Department’s Office of 

Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including assessment of civil 

penalties and/or a Department order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day of violation. 

 

If you believe any of the facts in this notice are in error, you may provide information to me at the 

address shown at the top of this letter. I will consider any new information you submit and take 

appropriate action. If you have any questions, please contact me at anna.morgan-

hayes@deq.oregon.gov or at 541-246-4562. 

 

Sincerely, 

       
 

Anna Morgan-Hayes Water Quality Permit Writer 

Eastern Region 

 

 

ec: Doug Wiggins, City of Union 

 Mike Hiatt, DEQ WQ Permitting and Compliance 
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Oregon Records Management Solution 
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Attachment 1: City of Union, Annual Progress Report 
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