
DEQ Integrated Toxics Reduction Strategy

2018 Toxics Reduction Strategy Update

Jan. 24-25, 2019

Environmental Quality Commission

Leah Feldon,  Kevin Masterson  and Lori Pillsbury  |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

1



• Creates a framework to organize DEQ work across all 
media

• Complements and supports ongoing toxics work in air, 
land and water programs

• Describes actions DEQ and partners will take to reduce 
toxics in Oregon’s environment

• Provides a proactive vision for addressing toxics at all 
stages of the life cycle

Purpose of Strategy
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Why do we need a strategy?

• Integrated approach to reduce impacts to human and 

ecological health from toxics

• Unify all programs and inform core programs, fill gaps 

and address emerging issues

• Focus resources
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• Guide the strategy updates and implementation actions

• Provide technical assistance to core programs

• Forum for emerging issues

• Home for DEQ toxics expertise

Role of Team Toxics
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Toxics Reduction Strategy Background

2012 Strategy Actions
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Toxics Reduction Strategy Background

Toxics “Focus” List
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2012 Strategy Accomplishments: Highlights

• Government purchasing of low 

toxicity products and materials

• Inter-state collaborations to advance 

safer chemistry and products
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• Pesticide Stewardship Partnership 

Program has been supported by Oregon 

Legislature since 2013 to:

– Monitor water quality to inform collaborative 

pesticide best practices

– Increase pesticide waste collection 

– Provide stewardship technical assistance 

grants to support to local partners

410,000 pounds 
collected from 
635 growers 
and applicators 
since 2014

2012 Strategy Accomplishments: Highlights
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2012 Strategy Accomplishments: Highlights

Median Concentration of Malathion Detections in the Wasco Basin 

Late Spring/Summer 2011-2018

Cherry growers increased 

use of weather stations to 

reduce wind drift, using more 

ground (rather than aerial) 

spraying near streams, and 

adding newer chemistries to 

control pests
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DEQ Leadership Team - Review and 
approval

Inform the EQC

Outreach to partners and stakeholders

Outreach & Information Efforts

DEQ Leadership Team - Review and 
approval

Inform the EQC

Outreach to partners and stakeholders
Starting 

Spring 

2019
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High-level Strategy Guiding Principles
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What are the major themes of the 2018 actions?

Enhance 
Information 

and Data

Expand 
Partnerships 

and 
Incentives

Evaluate 
Programs for 
Effectiveness 

and Gaps
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Strategy Action Categories

17



2018 DEQ Toxics Reduction Strategy Actions
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2018 DEQ Toxics Reduction Strategy Actions
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Thank You Team Toxics!

• Team Lead: Kevin Masterson

• Hazardous Waste: Lisa Cox

• Laboratory: Lori Pillsbury

• Water Quality: Paula Calvert

• Materials Management: Jordan 

Palmeri

• Air Quality: Susan MacMillan

• Clean Up: Patricia Atkins 

• Communications: Jennifer Flynt

• Northwest Region: Karen Terry

• Project Manager: Wade Peerman

• Sponsor: Leah Feldon

• Air Quality: Michael Orman

• Land Quality: Lydia Emer

• Water Quality: Tiffany Yelton-Bram

• Communications: Jennifer Flynt

• Laboratory: Lori Pillsbury

• Regional Perspective: Linda 

Hayes-Gorman

• Office of Policy and Analysis: 

Abby Boudouris

Team Members Governance Team
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Questions or feedback?
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