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October 28, 2024 

 

Casey Mordhorst, Public Works Director 

Dan Cummings, City Manager of Ontario  

City of Ontario 

1551 NW 9th Street 

Ontario, OR  97914 

 

Re:  Warning Letter 

City of Ontario 

2024-WL-9663 

File 63631, NPDES 101633 

Malheur County 

 

 

Dear Casey Mordhorst and Dan Cummings, 

The City of Ontario (City) is permitted under National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permit No. 101633, with Modifications 1-3. On October 8, 2024, the City was issued a Warning Letter 

with Opportunity to Correct (2024-WLOTC-9612) for data entry errors found on submitted Discharge 

Monitoring Reports (DMRs). Upon correcting the errors, operational staff contracted by the City of 

Ontario found three failure to monitor events occurred in 2021. These were documented on 

noncompliance report forms (Appendix 1) and are violations of the NDPES permit.  

Monitoring Violations: 

Schedule B of the permit contains conditions for minimum monitoring requirements. Specifically, 

Schedule B.4 and Table B.11 of the permit requires the City to submit Copper Biotic Ligand Model 

(Copper BLM) and Aluminum monitoring at the Snake River and Outfall 001 once per month.  

DEQ has determined that the City of Ontario is in violation of the NPDES permit and Oregon 

Environmental Law: 

Date Violation Class 

February 2021 February 9, 2021 – Failure to monitor in accordance with 

Schedule B for effluent copper (total); OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o). 

I 

November 2021 November 10, 2021 – Failure to monitor in accordance with 

Schedule B for effluent copper (dissolved); OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o). 

I 

December 2021 December 13, 2021 – Failure to monitor in accordance with 

Schedule B for effluent copper (dissolved); OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o). 

I 



Summary: 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the least 

serious.   

This notice is a Warning Letter with Opportunity to Correct. DEQ does not intend to take formal 

enforcement action at this time.  However, should the City fail to meet permit compliance deadlines in the 

future or fail to complete the required corrective action, the matter may be referred to DEQ’s Office of 

Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including assessment of civil penalties 

and/or a DEQ order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day of violation. 

If you believe any of the facts in this Warning Letter are in error, you may provide information to me at 

the address shown at the top of this letter. DEQ will consider new information you submit and take 

appropriate action.  Should you have any questions about the content of this letter or would like follow-up 

technical assistance, please contact me at 541-246-5462. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

       Sincerely, 

        

          

    Anna Morgan-Hayes 

       Water Quality Compliance Specialist 

 

ec: Mike Hiatt, ER Water Quality Permitting and Compliance, DEQ 

 Stuart Blois, ER Water Quality Permitting and Compliance, DEQ 

 Carter Thomas, DEQ 

 Marshall Pierce, PE, Jacobs, City of Ontario 

 Neil DeJonge, Wastewater Treatment Supervisor, Jacobs, City of Ontario 

 WQ Data Crew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 1: Noncompliance Reporting Forms, City of Ontario 

 



 



 



 


