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October 24, 2024 

 

 

Mrs. Brooke Henrickson 

City of Rufus 

PO Box 27 

Rufus, Oregon 97050-0027 

 

 

RE: Warning Letter 

 City of Rufus 

 2024-WL-9642 

 WPCF Permit No. 100558 

 File No. 77415 

 Wasco County 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Henrickson: 

 

The City of Rufus’ wastewater treatment facility is permitted under Water Pollution Control 

Facilities Permit (WPCF) No. 100558. Schedule B.1.a of the permit contains minimum 

monitoring requirements of the facility’s influent.  

 

 
 

On October 8, 2024, DEQ received a noncompliance form, reporting that the city was unable to 

obtain sampling results for influent TSS during the month of September 2024 (Attachment 1). 

The city cited staff turnover at the lab and failing to run samples or notify the facility as the 

cause of missed reporting. Due to the city receiving notice four weeks after the sample date, the 

city was unable to resample during the monitoring period. 
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Based upon review of the noncompliance report provided by the facility, the Department has 

concluded that City of Rufus is responsible for the following violation of Oregon environmental 

law, however, it has been determined that the violation was beyond reasonable control for the 

facility.  
 

VIOLATION: 

 

 

(1) Failing to conduct monitoring required by Schedule B of the permit; OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o).  

 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the 

least serious.   

 

This notice is a warning letter.  The Department does not intend to take formal enforcement action 

at this time.  However, should you repeat this violation, the matter may be referred to the 

Department’s Office of Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, including 

assessment of civil penalties and/or a Department order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day 

of violation.  
 

If you believe any of the facts in this Warning Letter are in error, you may provide information to 

me at the office at the address shown at the top of this letter. The Department will consider new 

information you submit and take appropriate action. 

 

The Department endeavors to assist you in your compliance efforts.  Should you have any 

questions about the content of this letter, please feel free to contact me in writing or by phone at 

(541) 246-4562.  
 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Anna Morgan-Hayes 

Water Quality Permitting & Compliance 
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Attachment 1: Noncompliance Report, City of Rufus, October 8, 2024 
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