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September 4, 2024
Sarah Miller
Heidi Nelson
Rebecca Digiustino
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
700 NE Multnomah St., Suite 600
Portland, Oregon 97232
Re: 	Transmittal
DEQ Review and Approval of Stormwater Treatment Designs for Outfall Basins 57, 58, 65, and 73A
Dear Sarah, Heidi, and Rebecca:
This letter provides an overview and background for the transmittal of stormwater treatment design plans for the City of Portland’s (City’s) municipal stormwater Outfall Basins 57, 58, 65, and 73A. A synopsis of the treatment design, design phase, and associated engineered design drawings for each of the four basins will be sent in separate technical memorandums. As part of previous intergovernmental agreements (IGAs) between the City and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, the City agreed to work cooperatively to identify and treat stormwater runoff from selected City-owned roadways in accordance with the City’s Stormwater Management Manual (SWMM). In December 2013, BES completed the Final Columbia Slough Outfalls Pre-Design document that identified stormwater treatment facilities that will reduce pollutants entering the Slough from select City roadways and included identification of stormwater treatment priorities. Based on priorities identified by the City and DEQ, the City-approved Capital Improvement Program (CIP) funds for construction of stormwater treatment facilities in select City municipal stormwater Outfall Basins including Basins 57, 58, 65, and 73A which were identified to have high traffic volumes, serve commercial/industrial land use, discharge near a DEQ-identified sediment area of potential concern (AOPC), or for other reasons, are likely to have elevated pollutant loads.
In May 2024, the City and DEQ entered into a settlement agreement to address environmental contamination and improve watershed health in the Columbia Slough. The agreement, entered into Multnomah County Circuit Court in the form of a Consent Judgment, provided a Scope of Work and associated work plans, including a work plan for completing construction of 15 stormwater treatment facilities in City municipal stormwater Outfall Basins 56C, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 61A (a.k.a., CS-253), 62, 62A, 63, 64, 65, 65A, 73A, and CS-614. As detailed in Section 4.2.1 of the Columbia Slough Basin Stormwater Treatment Projects Work Plan, the City’s Columbia Slough Sediment Program has committed to “provide updates to DEQ on each project on a regular basis through the Semiannual Status Reports, meetings or emails during the development of the 30% Design documents to facilitate a timely review.” Or, in the event that the City adopts an expedited CIP project delivery model, “DEQ’s review and approval may occur at the 60% Design or based on other mutually agreed upon documents.”
At the time of Consent Judgment entry, engineering design for Outfall Basins 57, 58, and 65 were already past 30% and design for 73A was in the process of being expedited since these four projects had begun in previous years[footnoteRef:1]. Accordingly, DEQ’s review of the engineering design will occur after the 30% design. Specifically, the four projects are in the following phases of design or construction: [1:  Updates on the status of stormwater treatment projects in Basins 57, 58, 65, and 73A are also provided in the joint City & DEQ Annual Reports for the Columbia Slough Sediment Program.] 

Outfall Basin 57:  The 60% Design has been completed, but some modifications are being proposed to reduce scope in low traffic residential areas of the basin in the 100% design as discussed with DEQ in a September 3, 2024 meeting. 
Outfall Basin 58:  Final Design has been completed, and construction which includes a downstream filter vault is currently under construction.
Outfall Basin 65:  Final Design has been completed, and construction which includes a sedimentation maintenance hole and filter vault is currently under construction.
Outfall Basin 73A: The project is part of a local improvement district (LID) approved by City Council in September 2023, is currently being expedited in its implementation, and has recently reached the 60% design milestone.
Although these projects have moved beyond 30% design at the time of the Consent Judgment entry, the Columbia Slough Sediment Program would like to provide the latest design drawings and status reports to DEQ for formal review and approval. All project designs, including modifications to designs for Basin 57, comply with provisions outlined in the City’s SWMM, the scope of work outlined in the May 2024 Consent Judgment, and the Columbia Slough Basin Stormwater Treatment Projects Work Plan. 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns for these select projects. Moving forward, the City and the City’s Columbia Slough Sediment Program will provide 30% stormwater treatment design reviews for remaining CIP treatment projects in accordance with the approved work plan.

Sincerely,

Andrew Davidson
Columbia Slough Sediment Program Manager

Cc: 	
	J. Ruben Gonzalez, PE, MSc.
	Libby Smith, GSI Water Solutions, Inc.
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