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Today's Presentation
• Three Basin Rule – Overview, 

Application, and Requirements
• 2020 Wildfire Impacts
• Water Pollution Control Facility 

– Onsite Septic Permitting
• Lazy Days Mobile Home Park 

Permitting
• DEQ findings and 

recommendation to EQC
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Three Basin Rule

• Originally adopted in 1976
• Drinking water source 

protection and recreation
• Clackamas
• North Santiam
• McKenzie

• Significantly amended in 1995 
to include protection of aquatic 
life and other provisions
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Three Basin Rule – Application and Protection

• General prohibition on new or increased wastewater discharges 
with some exceptions
– Emergencies or for public health reasons
– Onsite systems <5,000 gallons per day
– Certain general permits, including construction stormwater
– Etc.

• Establishes a process to consider WPCF permits for new or 
expanded facilities designed for 5,000 gallons per day or more of 
wastewater treatment
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Three Basin Rule – Required Findings
• To approve a Water Pollution Control Facility permit for a 

new or expanded onsite system with sewage flows of 
5,000 gallons per day or more, DEQ and the commission 
must find that: 

• There is no discharge to surface water;  

• The new treatment system or facility will protect groundwater 
including a groundwater monitoring plan, treated wastewater 
concentration limits and plans to restore conditions if 
groundwater quality is adversely affected; and

• That the new treatment system or facility improves protection 
relative to the current treatment system. 
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2020 Wildfire Impacts

• Catastrophic wildfires primarily 
across western Oregon

• Federal emergency 
declared Sept. 15, 2020

• Over 4,000 properties damaged 
statewide

• Within Three Basin area, ~1,400 
properties with onsite systems 
impacted

• Ongoing rebuilding efforts still 
occurring in 2024
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Overview of Water Pollution Control Facility 
(WPCF) - Onsite Septic (OS) Permitting

• Large systems over 2,500 gallons per day and/or high 
strength wastewater with subsurface disposal

• WPCF-OS permits issued by DEQ

• Site evaluation, groundwater review and engineered 
construction plans required

• Renewable 10-year operating permits with annual 
reporting requirements

• Three Basin Rule applies if 5,000 gallons per day or 
larger for new or expanded facilities/systems
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Lazy Days Mobile Home Park Permitting
• Prior to 2020 wildfires, this facility was not on a WPCF-OS permit

• Redevelopment approach in two phases:

• Phase 1
• New WPCF-OS permit required for design flow of 4,850 gallons per day
• Three Basin Rule action not required – under 5,000 gallons per day
• WPCF-OS permit issued on July 21, 2023

• Phase 2
• Full build-out expected to be on par with pre-wildfire development
• WPCF-OS permit modification with effluent limit increase required for 6,100 gallons per 

day
• Draft permit sent out for applicant review and public notice for comments. No comments 

received by due date of Feb. 23, 2024.
• Brought to EQC May 2024 for action
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DEQ Evaluation and Findings
To grant permit approval, DEQ and the commission must find that: 

• There is no discharge to surface water;  
• Wastewater from this facility will be discharged to a subsurface drainfield.

• The new treatment system or facility will protect groundwater including a groundwater 
monitoring plan, treated wastewater concentration limits and plans to restore conditions if 
groundwater quality is adversely affected; and

• The draft permit includes wastewater concentration limits and requires groundwater 
monitoring. Permit limits and monitoring requirements based on DEQ hydrogeologist input.

• Draft permit language allows DEQ to require assessment of impact on groundwater quality. 
DEQ can reopen permit for amended groundwater monitoring requirements.

• That the new treatment system or facility improves protection relative to the current 
treatment system. 

• Facility development is limited to pre-wildfire capacity.
• The proposed treatment system is expected to reduce total nitrogen discharges by 70-80% 

compared to the original septic systems. 
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DEQ Recommendation to EQC
• DEQ recommends that the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission 

approve issuance of the WPCF-OS permit modification for the Lazy Days 
Mobile Home Park facility for a sewage design flow of up to 6,100 gallons 
per day.

• Factors for recommendation:
• Facility is rebuilding back to pre-wildfire conditions and will help house wildfire affected 

people.
• Wastewater will be highly treated before subsurface discharge, with no expected impact 

to ground or surface waters. 
• Groundwater will be monitored for potential impacts. The permit may be amended to 

require more stringent monitoring or treatment, or to remove such requirements.
• Combination of treatment and monitoring is expected to be protective of the sensitive 

nearby water resources.
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Proposed Motion Language

“I move that the Oregon Environmental Quality 
Commission approve, under the Three Basin Rule, 
the Water Pollution Control Facility permit 
modification for the Lazy Days Mobile Home Park, 
owned by Homes For Good Housing Agency, for an 
onsite wastewater design flow of up to 6,100 gallons 
per day.”
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Title VI and alternative formats

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in 
administration of its programs or activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español  |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربیة
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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