
 

Department of Environmental Quality 

  Eastern Region Pendleton Office 

  800 SE Emigrant Avenue, Suite 330 

 Tina Kotek, Governor   Pendleton, OR  97801 

   (541) 276-4063 

  FAX (541) 278-0168 

  TTY 711 

 

 

April 17, 2024 

 

Oscar Farris, Lead Operator, Jacobs 

Jayme Bennett, City Manager 

City of Mosier 

PO Box 456 

Mosier, OR 97040-0456 

 

Re:  Warning Letter Mosier 

2024-WLOTC-9228 

File 58650, NPDES 101495 

Wasco County 

 

 

Dear Mr. Farris and City of Mosier, 

 

The City of Mosier (City) is permitted under a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permit No. 101495. DEQ regularly conducts compliance review of Discharge Monitoring 

Reports (DMRs) and annual reports in accordance with the NPDES permit. Based on a compliance 

review and additional reporting information, DEQ has determined that the City of Mosier has violated the 

NDPES permit conditions on eight (8) occurrences.   

 

Reporting Violations: 
Schedule B, Table B.4 provides a list of annual reports and their associated due dates: 
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The City has failed to submit inflow and infiltration annual reports for 2021 and 2023, due February 1, 

2022, and 2023 respectively. Additionally, the City has failed to submit wastewater solids annual reports 

for 2020 and 2021 due February 19, 2021, and 2022 respectively.  

Based on the information provided to DEQ, the facility is in violation with the NPDES permit 

environmental law for the following four (4) violations: 

Date Violation Class 

2021 

(due 2/1/2022) 

I & I Annual Report: Failing to timely submit a report or plan as 

required by rule, permit, or license, unless otherwise classified 

(OAR 340-012-0055(2)(b)). 

II 

2023 

(due 2/1/2024) 

I & I Annual Report: Failing to timely submit a report or plan as 

required by rule, permit, or license, unless otherwise classified 

(OAR 340-012-0055(2)(b)). 

II 

2020 

(due 2/19/2021) 

Wastewater Solids Annual Report: Failing to timely submit a 

report or plan as required by rule, permit, or license, unless 

otherwise classified (OAR 340-012-0055(2)(b)). 

II 

2021 

(due 2/19/2022) 

Wastewater Solids Annual Report: Failing to timely submit a 

report or plan as required by rule, permit, or license, unless 

otherwise classified (OAR 340-012-0055(2)(b)). 

II 

 

 
Management Plans and Monitoring Violations 
Schedule B of the NPDES permit requires the facility to collect influent and effluent monitoring data for 

5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) as shown in the tables below: 

 

 

 

 

 

In April 2023 the City collected BOD5 monitoring data, however, with procedural errors of the facility’s 

Quality Assurance and Quality Control (QAQC) plan for failing to meet dilution criteria and perform the 

testing in accordance with Standard Methods 40 CFR Part 136. Based on the information provided with 

the City’s Discharge Monitoring Report (April 2023), this is in violation of the QA/QC Plan. The City 



City of Mosier, NPDES Permit No. 101495 

self-reported the violation by submitting a noncompliance report form on April 18, 2023 (see Attachment 

1).  

On November 20, 2023, the facility collected both influent and effluent BOD5 samples, however, the 

samples failed meet the appropriate glucose-glutamic acid (GGA) correction factor as identified in the 

facility’s QA/QC Plan. As a result, these influent and effluent samples were disqualified from reporting, 

however, during the sampling period at least one sample was collected, and the missed sampling was less 

frequent than the limit averaging period. The City self-reported the failure to monitor violations to DEQ 

(Attachment 2).   

Based on the information provided to DEQ, the facility is in violation with the NPDES permit, 

management plans, and environmental law for the following four (4) violations: 

Date Violation Class 

April 2023 

Violating any management, monitoring, or operational plan 

established pursuant to a waste discharge permit (OAR 340-012-

0055(2)(d)).   

II 

November 20, 2023 

Failure to collect monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit for influent BOD5 for one week (OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o)). 

I 

November 20, 2023 

Failure to collect monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit for effluent BOD5 for one week (OAR 340-012-

0055(1)(o)).  

I 

November 20, 2023 

Failure to collect monitoring data required in Schedule B of the 

permit for BOD5 percent removal efficiency for one week (OAR 

340-012-0055(1)(o)). 

I 

 

Class I violations are considered to be the most serious violations; Class III violations are the least 

serious. 

 
Environmental Impact of Violations  
Fulfilling the mandatory reporting requirements is an important obligation. Without timely submittal of 

reports, the City, DEQ, and the public are unable to promptly evaluate the collection system maintenance 

activities and biosolids management. Analytical data from laboratories are used to determine compliance 

with effluent limitations. Without accurate data, the City, DEQ, and the public are unable to evaluate the 

effectiveness of the City’s wastewater treatment system. An ineffective treatment system can cause water 

quality impairments and/or public health hazards. 

 
Corrective Actions 
The City of Mosier is required to complete the following corrective actions by the timeline provided: 

1. By no later than June 15, 2024, submit the 2021 Inflow & Infiltration Report.  

2. By no later than June 15, 2024, submit the 2023 Inflow & Infiltration Report. 

3. By no later than June 15, 2024, submit the 2020 Wastewater Solids Report. 

4. By no later than June 15, 2024, submit the 2021 Wastewater Solids Report.  

5.  

Mixing Zone Study 
Schedule B, Table B4 of the NPDES permit requires that the facility conduct a Mixing Zone Study by 

July 1, 2024. Schedule D.2 provides a condition for MZ study requirements:   



City of Mosier, NPDES Permit No. 101495 

 

 

 

On February 29, 2024, John Grim & Associates, on behalf of the City of Mosier, requested an extension 

to the MZ Study, citing pending budgetary constraints and needed permitting clarifications for the City’s 

permit renewal. The extension request has been approved and the City of Mosier must submit the MZ 

Study by December 1, 2024. Schedule D.2 (above) provides references to guidance for meeting 

minimum study requirements.  

 

This notice is a Warning Letter.  DEQ does not intend to take formal enforcement action at this time.  

However, should you repeat these violations, or fail to complete the required corrective actions the matter 

may be referred to DEQ’s Office of Compliance and Enforcement for formal enforcement action, 

including assessment of civil penalties and/or a DEQ order. Civil penalties can be assessed for each day 

of violation. 

If you believe any of the facts in this Warning Letter are in error, you may provide information to me at 

the address shown at the top of this letter. DEQ will consider new information you submit and take 

appropriate action.  Should you have any questions about the content of this letter or would like follow-up 

technical assistance, please contact me at 541-246-5462. 

 

        

       Sincerely, 

        

          

    Anna Morgan-Hayes 

Water Quality Permitting & Compliance Specialist 

 

ec: Mike Hiatt, DEQ 

 John Grim, PE, John Grim & Associates 

 WQ Data Crew, DEQ 
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Attachment 1: Noncompliance Report Form, City of Mosier, April 17, 2024 
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Attachment 2: NPDES Monthly Monitoring Report, November 2023 Cover Letter, Jacobs on behalf of 

City of Mosier, December 11, 2023 

 

 


