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 AGENDA 
  

BEAUTIFICATION AND TREE COMMITTEE MEETING 
April 1, 2024, 4:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chamber  
 

IN  PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
https://zoom.us/j/95147361566?pwd=S2N6bnRSbHVqZkdwaFJEVkhVNFBZQT09 

Meeting ID: 951 4736 1566           Passcode: 197873 
Dial 1(346) 248-7799 or 1(669) 900-6833 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A. Approval of March 18, 2024 Beautification & Tree Minutes 

 
5. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Scott Susi, Conservation Planner for Wasco County Soil & Water 

Conservation District 
 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Sculpture Update 
 

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Cinder Blocks 
 

B. 2nd Saturday Clean-Up 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prepared by/ 
Abigail Jara, Executive Assistant       

https://zoom.us/j/95147361566?pwd=S2N6bnRSbHVqZkdwaFJEVkhVNFBZQT09
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MINUTES 
 

BEAUTIFICATION AND TREE COMMITTEE MEETNG 
March 18, 2024 

 
VIA ZOOM/IN PERSON 

 
 

PRESIDING:    Janet Kavanagh 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Debi Ferrer, Janet Kavanagh, John Nelson, Angel Drinkwine, 

Adam Rahmlow 
     
ABSENT:    Sarah Mello 
 
Staff Liaison:   Abby Jara, Staff Liaison 
 
Also in attendance:  Amie Ell, City Clerk 
    Mike Kasinger, Facilities Supervisor 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 4:01 pm. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Executive Assistant Abby Jara conducted roll call; Ferrer, Kavanagh, Nelson, Drinkwine, 
Rahmlow present; Mello absent. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
It was moved by Nelson and seconded by Drinkwine to approve the agenda as presented. The 
motion carried 5 to 0; Nelson, Drinkwine, Ferrer, Kavanagh, Rahmlow voting in favor; none 
opposed; Mello absent 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
It was moved by Nelson and seconded by Kavanagh to approve the March 4, 2024 minutes as 
presented. The motion carried 5 to 0; Nelson, Kavanagh, Drinkwine, Ferrer, Rahmlow voting in 
favor; none opposed; Mello absent 
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Mike Kasinger, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor, introduced himself to the committee. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Sculpture Designs 
 
Beautification & Tree Committee (BTC) discussed details of different sculpture designs rendered 
by students of Chris Dodson (CGCC Instructor). (See attached). 
 
Ferrer suggested a ponderosa pine on one side and salmon for the other side.  
 
Rahmlow reminded the committee, changing designs means more work for CGCC, and for the 
committee to be mindful when asking the instructors. 
 
Ferrer mentioned it’s not a design change but an adjustment to the etching of the design.  
 
Kavanagh will contact instructors to ask for change the etching design. 
 
Heritage Trees 
 
Jara showed an example of a Heritage Tree nomination form from a different city, and explained 
the format and verbiage would look like the example, since it’s going onto the City of The Dalles 
website. 
 
Ferrer suggested to only use a few of the Heritage Trees that are walking distance from The 
Dalles Art Center (TDAC) as an introduction for people to start nominating. 
 
Kavanagh stated the committee has a goal to have a Heritage Tree Program. In order to make it 
happen the committee needs money, for an arborist, and to have trees mapped. She asked the 
committee to table this in more detail.  
 
Ell suggested a precursor, to use another name, not Heritage Trees, when creating the flyer and 
submission form. Since the committee doesn’t have all the information on what will be used to 
identify a Heritage Tree. 
 
BTC will scope for potential Heritage Trees around TDAC to include on a guide for the 
community at the Garden Show.  
 
Jara will work with Ell, City Clerk, to get a flyer and submission form completed for potential 
guide to Heritage Trees for the Garden Show. 
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Staff Liaison 
 
Jara reported to the BTC the City Manager would like to know if they would be willing to work 
on a plan for replacing cinder blocks on Dry Hollow Rd. with eco blocks, to help beautify it.  
 
BTC will discuss more at next meeting once they see a visual. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Residential Trees 
Ferrer thanked the committee for the ask of $10,000 for Residential Trees project stating, it’ll 
help with the matching funds. She also gave an update on the Green Infrastructure Program; 
more information is on their website. They’ll be awarding grants based off of 4 categories:  
 

1. Community Green Infrastructure Projects 
2. Economic Development Projects 
3. Native Seed Banks or Native Plant Nurseries 
4. Supporting and Implementing a Green Infrastructure Master Plan 

 
Ferrer stated the committee will only qualify for the first category, but will need to revise last 
years grant application in order to be able to qualify for the other categories. She also mentioned, 
the City Manager has previously stated grant applications need to be written and submitted by 
City staff.  
 
Jara will talk to the City Manager to get more clarification about who to contact. 
 
Next Meeting: April 1, 2024 
 Items for Next Meeting:  
 Cinder blocks replacement 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:11 pm. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Submitted by/ 
Abby Jara, Executive Assistant 
 
 
SIGNED: ___________________  ATTEST: ___________________ 
     Janet Kavanagh, Chair        Abby Jara, Executive Assistant 
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