
 
August 24, 2023 
 
Property Owner 
35 W. 8th Street, Medford 
c/o Michael Montero, Principal 
Montero & Associates LLC 
Urban Development Consultants 
802 Nadia Way 
Medford, Oregon 97504 
 
RE: Off-site Contamination Migration Policy Determination 

for 35 W. 8th Street, Medford  
West 8th and Fir Groundwater PCE, Medford Groundwater Study Area 
ECSI 1794 and 5745 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed a review of the available 
information for your property, including the closure report entitled Independent Cleanup Pathway 
(ICP) Final Report (ICP Final Report) dated March 15, 2023, which was submitted to DEQ by SCS 
Engineers, on your behalf. You requested our review of this information, in support of making an 
Off-Site Contaminant Migration Policy (OCMP) Determination. This determination is specific to 
the property identified as 35 W. 8th Street in Medford which is identified in Jackson County 
property records as tax lot 9600, on map number 371W30BC (Figure 1, subject property).  This 
property is also the location of a former leaking underground storage tank (LUST) site, LUST # 15-
94-0047, which was issued a No Further Action by DEQ in 2005. 
 
This request is due to chlorinated solvent contamination, including tetrachloroethylene (PCE), 
trichloroethylene (TCE) and cis-1,2-dichlorethene in groundwater beneath the subject property, which is 
suspected of originating from an up-gradient source.  
 
The ICP Final Report presents information supporting the rationale that the subject property does not 
appear to be the source of this area-wide solvent contamination in groundwater.  DEQ agrees with the 
findings presented in the ICP Final Report and provides the following reasons supporting the 
determination.  
 

Shallow groundwater flow is towards the north/northeast 
Groundwater elevations obtained at the subject property indicate shallow groundwater in the 
study area consistently flows to the northeast.  During a 1995 Cascade Earth Sciences (CES) 
Focused Site Assessment, PCE was detected in the groundwater samples on the subject property 
and Tax Lot 4300. The highest level of PCE was found in monitoring well MW-1, which is less 
than three feet away from the up-gradient property boundary, suggesting an off-site source.  
In addition, the PCE/TCE distribution in shallow groundwater beneath the subject property shows 
a consistently decreasing trend moving northeastward. This indicates that source of the PCE/TCE 
contamination in shallow groundwater is likely upgradient (southwest) of the subject property.  
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Up-gradient PCE and TCE sources 
PCE and TCE have been detected in groundwater at the property, and the site was investigated as 
part of the West 8th and Fir Groundwater PCE project (ECSI 1794) and for the broader Medford 
Groundwater Study Area (ECSI 5745). In 2005, DEQ indicated chlorinated volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) at the subject property were likely from an up-gradient groundwater source 
and not from the subject property. There are several areas in downtown Medford with undefined 
chlorinated solvent groundwater contamination, with unknown sources. In the vicinity of the 
subject property this areawide contamination is referred to as the West 8th and Fir Groundwater 
PCE site in ECSI. 
 

Based on the information provided in the ICP Final report, and the area-wide groundwater assessment 
information available in ECSI Files #1794 and 5745, DEQ has determined the subject property meets the 
definition of an "impacted property" in DEQ's Off-Site Contaminant Migration Policy, December 26, 
2012 (attached).  This determination is specific to chlorinated solvent contamination in groundwater.  If 
new information becomes available that shows the subject property or historic operators at the subject 
property caused, contributed to, or exacerbated the release of chlorinated solvents, this determination will 
be revoked. DEQ will update the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) and Environmental 
Cleanup Site Information System (ECSI) databases to reflect this Off-Site Contaminant Migration Policy 
determination.  

A summary of the regional investigation is available in the DEQ document titled, Preliminary Assessment 
Medford Areawide Groundwater PCE Contamination, dated June 21, 2013. The document is accessible 

5745 located at the following link: 
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/hazards-and-cleanup/env-cleanup/pages/ecsi.aspx  
 
Site Risk Screening 
While the chlorinated solvent contamination is believed to have migrated onto the subject property from 
off-site, workers or future residents at the site may be indirectly exposed to chlorinated VOC vapors that 
originate from the contaminated groundwater impacting the property and migrate into a building on 
subject property. The concentration of TCE detected at monitoring well MW-2 in December 2022 by SCS 
(20.9 µg/L) exceeded risk-based concentration (RBC) for vapor intrusion into commercial 
buildings (13 µg/L). The residential vapor intrusion RBC for TCE in groundwater is 2.1 µg/L, thus the 
concentration detected by SCS exceeds the residential RBC by 10 times.  
 
For these reasons, any buildings constructed on the site should employ an engineered vapor recovery 
system or barrier to prevent vapor intrusion into buildings at unacceptable levels. Alternatively, additional 

vapor resistant construction was no longer needed. The city of Medford supplies water to all area 
properties and the tap water ingestion and inhalation pathway is currently incomplete. It would be unsafe 
to use shallow groundwater at the site for drinking. 
 
The monitoring wells on the property should be decommissioned or maintained in accordance with Water 
Resources Department regulations.  DEQ does not object to the decommissioning of the monitoring 
wells. Please note, the monitoring wells could be useful if additional groundwater sampling is needed in 
the future. 
 
DEQ recommends keeping a copy of all the documentation associated with this remedial action with the 
permanent facility records. If you have any questions, please contact Tina Elayer at 503-688-3334 or via 
email at tina.elayer@deq.oregon.gov   
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Sincerely, 

Nancy Sawka, Interim Acting Manager
Western Region Cleanup Section

Attachment: Figure 1 - Site Location map
Off-Site Contamination Migration Policy

ec: Nancy Sawka, Interim Acting Manager ODEQ Nancy.sawka@deq.oregon.gov
Brad Shultz, Manager ODEQ bradshultz@deq.oregon.gov
Don Hanson, Leadworker, ODEQ, don.hanson@deq.oregon.gov
Barbara Lary, Senior Project Professional, SCS Engineers, BLary@scsengineers.com  
Water Resources Department Well Construction Program Coordinator, 
Ladeena.K.Ashley@water.oregon.gov
ORMS: LUST#15-94-0047 File/ ECSI#1794 File/ ECSI #5745 File/ ECSI#1741 File
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Figure 1 - Site Location map 
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