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March 7, 2024 
 
Mark Zoller 
St. Helens Assets, LLC 
PO Box 288 
Washougal, WA 98671-0298 
 
RE: Conditional No Further Action Determination 
 for Elk Ridge Estates Development in St. Helens 
 ECSI #4857 
 
Dear Mark Zoller: 
 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed a review of available 
information for the Elk Ridge Estates Development, including the Remedial Design/Remedial Action 
Implementation Report dated April 3, 2023, which was submitted to DEQ by EVREN Northwest on your 
behalf.  The Elk Ridge Estates site (the “Site”) is located north of the intersection of Hankey Road and 
Barrick Lane and consists of Tract E, Elk Ridge Estates, Phase 5 (Tax Lot 5N1W32DC 100) (the 
“Landfill”) and Tract F, Elk Ridge Estates, Phase 6 (tax lot assignment pending) (the “Disposal Cell”). 
 
DEQ has determined that remedial action to address environmental contamination at the Site is complete, 
and no further action is required, conditioned upon adherence to the restrictions in the two Easements & 
Equitable Servitudes (EESs) recorded in the respective title records for the Landfill and Disposal Cell.  
This determination is a result of our evaluation and judgment based on DEQ’s regulations and the facts as 
we now understand them including the following, and as more fully described in DEQ’s Staff Closure 
Memorandum dated February 5, 2024: 
 
• The Landfill was operated as a municipal solid waste landfill from around 1940 to 1970.  The 

Landfill, on the north side of Barrick Lane, received wastes from the City of St. Helens. 
• About 12,500 pounds of scrap metals, including wrecked auto bodies, large appliances, and bed 

frames, were removed from the surface of the Landfill in October 1995. 
• Over 800 tons of municipal solid wastes were excavated from the Landfill during initial construction 

of Elk Ridge Estates in the summer of 2007 and shipped to the Hillsboro Landfill for disposal. 
• The Disposal Cell, in a transmission line right-of-way in the center of the development, was created 

in 2007 to receive additional wastes excavated from the Landfill. 
• St. Helens Assets purchased the development in February 2012 and entered into DEQ’s Voluntary 

Cleanup Program in August 2012. 
• Fifty (50) test pits were excavated in 2012, and 34 soil and sediment borings were advanced from 

2013 to 2015 to determine the nature and extent of contamination in the Landfill and Disposal Cell.  
Elevated concentrations of metals and low concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were 
identified as contaminants of potential concern in the Landfill. 

• Thirty-two (32) soil gas samples were collected in and around the Landfill and Disposal Cell and 
analyzed for methane.  Methane was only identified in small pockets in the Disposal Cell. 

• The Landfill was estimated to be 600 feet long, 60-140 feet wide, and up to 19 feet deep, with a 
volume of approximately 28,000 cubic yards. 
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• The Disposal Cell was about 245 feet long, 70-100 feet wide, and up to 10 feet deep, with a volume 
of approximately 4,600 cubic yards. 

• A Record of Decision (ROD) was issued in June 2020.  The selected remedy included capping both 
the Landfill and Disposal Cell with impermeable demarcation layers and three feet of clean soils. 

• Work to cap the Landfill and Disposal Cell began in September 2022 and continued through 
December 2022.  A 30-inch diameter, 155 foot long pipe was installed to convey stormwater from 
Elk Ridge Estates to an energy dissipation pad below the Landfill. 

• Institutional controls were recorded on the Landfill and Disposal Cell parcels in February 2024 
requiring that the caps be maintained in accordance with a Soil Cap Management Plan (SCMP). 

• The regional groundwater aquifer is estimated to be 97 feet beneath the Landfill. 
• The nearest ecological habitat is Milton Creek, across Hankey Road from the Site.  Stormwater runoff 

from Elk Ridge Estates and spring waters from beneath the Landfill discharge through a culvert 
beneath Hankey Road to Milton Creek. 

• The Landfill has been capped with an impermeable layer to limit leachate, and a 180 foot underdrain 
was installed at the downgradient end of the Landfill to separate the spring waters from the Landfill 
wastes to the extent practicable. 

 
Based on the available information, soil conditions at the Elk Ridge Estates Development are currently 
protective of public health and the environment in accordance with Oregon environmental cleanup law, 
ORS 465.200 et seq.  The Site requires no further action unless new or previously undisclosed 
information becomes available, or there are changes in Site development or land and water uses, or more 
contamination is discovered.  DEQ will update the Environmental Cleanup Site Information (ECSI) 
database to reflect this decision. 
 
This letter only applies to the release(s) discussed above.  If any contaminated media is encountered in the 
future, it must be handled and disposed of in accordance with local, state and federal regulations. 
 
Copies of the Remedial Design/Remedial Action Implementation Report and DEQ’s Staff Closure Memo 
supporting this No Further Action decision can be viewed on DEQ's ECSI database.  DEQ recommends 
keeping a copy of all of the documentation associated with this remedial action with the permanent 
facility records.  If you have any questions, please contact Kevin Dana at 503-229-5369, or via e-mail at 
kevin.dana@deq.oregon.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Parrett, Manager 
Northwest Region Cleanup Section 
 
Attachments: Site Maps 
  Easements & Equitable Servitudes 
 
cc: Brooks Foster, Chenoweth 
 Lynn Green, EVREN NW 
 ECSI #4857 File 
 

https://www.deq.state.or.us/Webdocs/Forms/Output/FPController.ashx?SourceId=4857&SourceIdType=11
mailto:kevin.dana@deq.oregon.gov
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