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October 9, 2023 
 
VWR Development 
Attn: Charlie Bricker 
3330 NW Yeon Avenue 
Portland, OR 97210-1531 
 
RE: No Further Action Determination 

for Alder 9 Property 
LUST No. 26-22-0626 

 
Dear Mr. Bricker: 
 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed a review of the available 
information for the Alder 9 site, including the closure report entitled UST Closure Report (with Risk-
Based Decision Making) dated November 29, 2022, which was submitted to DEQ by Evren Northwest, 
Incorporated (Evren Northwest) on your behalf. The Alder 9 site address is 888 Southeast Alder Street in 
Portland, Oregon, also described as Tax Lot 03700 on Multnomah County Map 1S 1E 2BB.  
 
DEQ has determined that remedial action to address environmental contamination at the Alder 9 site is 
complete and no further action is required. This determination is a result of our evaluation and judgment 
based on the DEQ regulations and the facts as we now understand them including the following: 
 
• The property was developed with a commercial building in 1890. In 2021, a fire destroyed the 

original building, and only the concrete foundation and basement floor remained at the time of the 
investigation. The property is anticipated to be developed as a mixed-use urban residential and 
commercial property. Therefore, the following potential receptors are urban residential, occupational 
workers, and construction or excavation workers. 

• A Phase II Environmental Site Assessment identified a used oil underground storage tank (UST) in 
the southern portion of the property. Five discrete soil samples (EB01 through EB05), one composite 
soil sample, two groundwater samples, and two soil gas samples were collected to characterize the 
soil and groundwater conditions near various site features in July 2022.  DRO and RRO were detected 
in one groundwater sample (EB05) collected from the west side of the UST at of 170 parts per billion 
(ppb) and 1,600 ppb, respectively. 

• On September 12, 2022, the 500-gallon UST was decommissioned and removed from the site. Two 
confirmatory soil samples were collected from beneath each end of the tank and contained no 
detectable concentrations of gasoline range organics (GRO), diesel-range organics (DRO), or 
residual-range organics (RRO). 

• Five additional soil borings (EB06 through EB10) were advanced to further delineate impacts in 
October 2022. Based on the recommendation of the laboratory, silica gel cleanup was conducted on 
EB06 through EB08 groundwater samples to remove biogenic matrix interference from DRO and 
RRO concentrations. Following the silica gel cleanup, DRO was also detected in EB06 and EB10 at 
concentrations of 140 ppb and 110 ppb, respectively. Concentrations of DRO are above the RBC for 
groundwater ingestion or inhalation from tap water; however, groundwater in the area is not a source 
for drinking water. 
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• Lead was detected in the composite soil sample, soil collected from the west end of the UST (EB05), 
and soil collected approximately 15 feet north of the UST (EB08) at concentrations ranging from 4.2 
milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) to 117 mg/kg. The detected concentrations were below the urban 
residential risk-based concentration (RBC) for soil ingestion, dermal contact, and inhalation. 

• Groundwater at the site was encountered at 6.5 to 10 feet bgs. Groundwater is anticipated to flow 
west towards the Willamette River. The property and surrounding areas are supplied with drinking 
water by the municipal water system. A water well inventory was conducted for wells within a 0.5-
mile radius of the site. Ten industrial water wells were identified and are further described in the UST 
Closure Report (with Risk-Based Decision Making). Based on the use of the wells, site groundwater 
has no current or likely future beneficial use as drinking water.  

• The property is currently zoned as Central Employment (EX) and surrounding areas are zoned for EX 
or General Industrial (IG1). As described in city documents, EX zone allows mixed-use, including 
urban residential, commercial, and industrial uses.  

• The site is devoid of habitat and the nearest surface water body is the Willamette River located 
approximately 0.5 miles to the west of the site. Based on the depth and low concentrations in the soil, 
ecological receptors in the area are unlikely to be impacted.    

• No ecological or human health risks were identified because all impacted soil and groundwater 
contain concentrations below applicable RBCs.  

 
Based on the available information, soil and groundwater conditions at the Alder 9 site are currently 
protective of public health and the environment in accordance with Oregon environmental cleanup law, 
Oregon Administrative Rules 340-122-0205 through 340-122-0360. The site requires no further action 
unless new or previously undisclosed information becomes available, or there are changes in site 
development or land and water uses, or more contamination is discovered. DEQ has updated the Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) database to reflect this decision.  
 
This letter only applies to the release discussed above. If any contaminated media is encountered in the 
future, it must be handled and disposed of in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations.  
 
A copy of the Evren Northwest UST Closure Report supporting this No Further Action decision can be 
viewed here. DEQ recommends keeping a copy of all documentation associated with this remedial action 
with the permanent facility records. If you have any questions, please contact Rebecca Digiustino at (503) 
926-2257 or via email at rebecca.digiustino@deq.oregon.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Kevin Parrett, Manager 
Northwest Region Cleanup Section 
 
Attachment(s):  Site Vicinity Map 
  Phase II Sample Location Diagram 

UST Sample Location Diagram  
 

cc:  Rebecca Digiustino, DEQ 
LUST 26-22-0626 File 

https://www.deq.state.or.us/Webdocs/Forms/Output/FPController.ashx?SourceId=26-22-0626&SourceIdType=12
mailto:rebecca.digiustino@deq.oregon.gov
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