
 

1500 NE Irving Street, Suite 200 | Portland, Oregon 97232 

(503) 423-4033 | ShaelynThomas@kennedyjenks.com 

8 March 2024 

Scott MacDonald 
Senior Manager Environmental Remediation 
BNSF Railway Company 
605 Puyallup Avenue 
Tacoma, Washington 98421 

Subject: 2023 Monitoring Well Abandonment 
Former Truax Lease Site, Albany, Oregon   
KJ Project No. 2396216*00 

Dear Mr. MacDonald: 

This letter summarizes the activities conducted to abandon eight (8) groundwater monitoring wells and 
four (4) soil vapor monitoring probes located at the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) Former Truax 
Lease Site in Albany, Oregon (site). The abandonment work (work) was performed by Anderson 
Environmental Construction, an Oregon-licensed water well driller (license no. 2022) with oversight by 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, Inc. (Kennedy Jenks) between 11 December 2023 and 13 December 
2023. 

Background 

In November 2022, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) provided written notification 
approving BNSF’s request for No Further Action at the Site. Prior to final closure, BNSF was required to 
properly abandon site-related monitoring wells, which include eight (8) groundwater monitoring wells 
(MW-1A, MW-2, MW-4, MW-5, MW-9A, MW-12, MW-13, and MW-14) and four (4) soil vapor monitoring 
probes (SVE-1, SVE-2, SVE-3, SVE-4).  

Utility Locating 

A utility survey was performed by Applied Professional Services (APS) utility locating services on 11 
December 2023 to evaluate the potential for underground utilities in the vicinity of the twelve (12) wells 
to be abandoned. APS utilized conductive and inductive methods, and ground penetrating radar (GPR).  

The Oregon Utility Notification Center was notified on 5 December 2023, 5 days prior to commencing 
earth-disturbing activities. Kennedy Jenks also coordinated with BNSF trades (signals, telecom, water, 
and power) regarding utilities at the proposed work locations. The private utility locator identified 
existing sanitary sewer lines adjacent to the work area, but no utilities were located within 3 feet of an 
area of planned disturbance.  

Well and Vapor Probe Abandonment 

The 8 monitoring wells were abandoned in accordance with Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 690-
240-0510, and the 4 soil vapor monitoring probes were abandoned in accordance with OAR 690-240-
0035, by redrilling each borehole to a minimum of the original diameter, backfilling each boring from 
bottom to land surface with bentonite chips, and then hydrating the bentonite. Surface completions, 
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including aboveground stove pipes and bollards, were also removed and the area backfilled with native 
soil or clean import to match surrounding grade.  

Bollards, stove pipes and surface concrete debris were transported to Republic Services Coffin Butte 
for disposal on 13 December 2023. Drill cuttings and decontamination water generated during well 
abandonment activities were containerized in 55-gallon drums. Drill cuttings were transported offsite for 
disposal at the US Ecology landfill in Grandview, Idaho on 7 March 2024. Decontamination water was 
transported offsite for disposal at the Chemical Waste Management of the Northwest landfill in 
Arlington, Oregon on 6 March 2024. Copies of the waste manifests are attached for reference.  

AEC submitted well abandonment reports for the 8 groundwater monitoring wells to DEQ as required 
by OAR 690-240-0510. The well abandonment reports are attached for reference.   

Very truly yours, 

KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS 

Shaelyn Thomas, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 

Attachments 
1. Non-Hazardous Waste Manifests 
2. Well Abandonment Reports 
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Well Abandonment Reports 
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