
Ordinance No. _:j__ 
Ent it led, 

An Ordinance Prov icling Rnles ,'t.nd Re r;ul a t ions a nd Order of Bus 5-ness for 

the Government of the CorrJUon Coun!'.! il of the City of Wa rrenton, in the 

Transactio11 of City Business. 

-o-o-o-0-0-0-o-o-n-o-

THE CITY OF WARRE:;TOJ.f 1)0},jS ORlJAIH AS FOI,JJOWS: 

Section 1 . That the following rules, regulations and order of 

tiusiness are hereby established for the r;over:nn:ont of the Common Council 

of said City in the transaction of City business, and at all meetings 

and i n all proceedings of said Council, to-wit: 

Rule 1. The Mayor or President of the Council, or in c a se of 

tho ir absence, the President pro tern of said council shall call the 

rrembers to order at the hour desicnated for the meot i ne, providod how

ever, that should there n ot be a quorurr: present, it shall be the duty 

of th o I.Iarshal to irunodiately inforn: the atsent men:tors when pos :-dble, 

tJnt their presence is required to enatile the Council to proceed t o bus-

iness. Should the y fail to ay;pear after sui!h no t ice a ncl no quorun: 

teinc present, the members present sha ll adjourn to the next r ee;nlar 

meeting of the Council or to so~ o certain time. 

Rule 2. A quorur.: tie inc 1 resent, the tus i n ess of s a id Coun cil 

shall be annonnced tiy the r, residing off ioer and shall tc transacted in 

tho followinc order: I. Roll Call; II. Readinc of the Record of the 

Previous Moetine; ,tiy tho Auditor, whi~h, i f not obj e .:;t e d to shall te 

considered nprroved; III, Petitions; IV, Memorials ; V, Remonstrances; 

VI, Comnunications; VII, Reports fron:;. standinc cormuittees, in the fol

lowine order: Ways and 1.1eans j Health and Policej Str-eets and. pur; lic 
I 



on t ho t able ; XI , Readin6 of Ordinances first and second times ; XI I, 

The Read inc of engross ed Or dinances the third t ime and consideration 

of the qu est.ion of their passae;e ; XIII, Resolutions ; XIV, Clain:s ancl 
. 

Requisitions ; XV, FHscellaneous !,latter; XVI , For the eood of the City; 

XVII, Adjournment: and no business shall be tnken up or considered until 

the class to which it belones shal l be in order , except under suspension 

of the 1·ul on , as prov .ided .in Rule /"" 

Rul e 3 . Whenever the Common Council desires to refe r any 

bus i ness present ed to i t t o auy standine; Con:ruittee of said Council , 

the s ame shall be referred as follows : first , to the Comn1 i ttee on Wavs 

a nd u eans a l l t,us inoss relating to the annual esti n:ate and l ,wy of tax-

es, Report s of the Treasurer and Auditor and police Judea, Bonds for 

St r eet I mprov ements , Advertising , printing and Stationery for Ci ty 

Of fic es, El ections , Litieation , Relinf frore Taxes and Assessment , 

Claims f or Damae;es anti other disputed claims a .. ~ainst the city , ancl 

a ll other business relating to the e;eneral finances of t ' 1e City . 

To the Comrdt tee on ncal th and Police all business relatini:; to the 

publ ic health and welfare, and all reatters pertaining tn tho pence and 

g~od order of the aity, including all police powers thereof , nnd all 

matters pertain.L:ne to City Licenses and the duti. es of the City Marshal 

and Pol ice , if any . 

To t he comn:it t ee on Streets and Public Ireproven:cnts , all business relating 

t o , :· t he estatilishn;.ent of grades within the Ci t.y , tho oponi:r1g, impr ovement 

cons truct ion , or repai r of stree t s and bridges and di kes , the granting of 

franchises of all kinds for t)1e use of the streets a nc.... thevacation of 

s treets and alleys. 

To tho Commi t t ee on Fi re and water , a l l business r 9latine; to the secur

i ty of tho Ci ty and the inhatita.nts thereof frore damage by fires , relat -



relatine; to an adequat e water supply for the extinguishn~fmt of fi res . 

To the :Gommi t tee on put,l i c Property , tJus iness relating to the c,1.re of 

tho personal p r operty of the City, in~ludi.ng the city Hall and city 

Jail, all pu blic c;rouncls and the purchase ancl acquisiti_on of real prop

erty tiy t he city and thn construct ion of -ti.u.ild.ine;s thereon . 

Rule 4. Thfl pres idin5 of;":" icer sf1all pres ervc order and decor-

um, arc;_, de~id.e points of order and all questions of order, subject to 

appeal to the council rJy any one n:crr:ber , on which appeal no n:en:ter shall 

speak more trn. n once without leave of the Council , and all mon:bo rs 

of the Coun.~il shal l preserve proper order and decorum while in attend 

ance upo11 any rr.eet il'.15 thereof . 

Rule 5 Que st i ons s11nll be dist inctl!' put by tho p res idine; 

officer, in tho followine; form , to-wit : "As many as are of the opinion, 

or favor tho mot ion, ( stat in[5 the quest io11 to be clec ided) , sc?.y ' Aye ; 

contrary opinio~,, 'Hay!" If the presiclinc; officer is in dout1t, or a 

division be called for, th·e Ayes and Nays of the Council shall be 

takon. 

Rule 6. All quest ions rel at inr5 t o tho priority of l:,us iness 

shall tie de(:1(lt13d Ti thou t debate. 

RulC! 7. When two or more rr:erubers happon to rise at onco , t he 

iJresiding of:f'ice:r sha ll name who is to speak first. 

Rule 8 . No rr:en:bcr shall speak moro tta n twice on the same 

subject or quest ion without leav e of t~10 Coun,~il , nor Il!Oro than once 

unt 11 every member choos i11e5 to speal<: shall h3 ve spoken . 

Rule 9. \rrher1 a quest ion is uncler debate, no rr:ot ion shall tc 

receiv ed t,ut to adjourn, to lay on the table, for the previous quest ion, 

to rio str1one to a c ortain clay , to ref nr , or to an:ond , to rJostpone imlefin

itoly, which several motions shall have precedence in the orclor in which 

they a re stated . Roberts' t~nual , that is , Roberts ' Rulos of Orcler , 

,..,...._ ,., '--



Ru l e 10. A n:ot ion to adjour n , when onco pu t an d v oted <lmm , 

shal l not r':l8ain tJe i. n orde:r until son:e othe r business shal l have tioon 

taken u p nnd s hal l always t;e cle,!idecl wit.hout der1ate. 

Rule . 11. When any n:ereber is a bout to sr,eak in detJatc or deliver 

a ny mat te r t o t he Cou..,1cil, he shal l rise fron: h i s s e a t aY1d r espectfull y 

a d llre s s the p r es i dinc of -.:' icer arnl shall confin e hin:self to the rtuos t ion 

in clet,a to and avoid 1 ersonal i ties . 

Ru l e 12 . Every -n:en:tier who shall be presont whe11 a ques t. ion is 

1int s hal l vote fo r o r fl.gains t the sa!'lle , unless excused tJy tho Council , 

t,ut no merur1er s hal l rJe permitted to vot e on a question ,-;hen the ayes 

and nays a r e :::allP-d. fo r, unless p r esent when his nru:r:e is ~alle<l in its 

re gula r o r der. 

Rule 13 . A n:eml:icr of the Connel 1 act inc as pres i ctent r ro - t o~ 

may vote on all questions .i.n a 1 1 · cases in which he rr:ieht vote if not 

so a cting . 

Ru l e 14 . Whenever it shall be decided tha t the Council e;o i n t.o 

the cmr.rr.i t t e e of the whole, tho presid.ine; officer shRl l leav8 t.he chair 

a ncl a r1r, oint a chnirn:an o;' the coI!llllittee of tho whole, who shall repo rt 

t he p ro ceocl i n&s of the coruni t teo . 

Rule 15 . No n::otio.n shall be considered unle ::, s the san:e be 

se c onded . When a rr;ot ion is seconded, it shall l"J0 stato<l t,y the r, resitling 

off i ce r before detat e , t,ut: the n.:over may withd r aw i t at any tin:e before 

a doci sion or a~end~ent is made to i t . 

Ru l e 16 . vn1e11 a quest ion has been once de -~ ided , it shall 1)8 

i n o rller fo r any rr:embc r who vo t ed in the rr:ajority to move !'or a recon

side ration t he r e of, t,u t no reot ion fo r r e cons i. de rat ion of a vot e shall 

be n:ado or considA r e<l after the ordinanc e , resol ution or act shal l have 

eone out of t he ~ossess i on of the Counc il , and no motion for a recon

s ider·at i nn shall t;c r.ca cle more t han once, and 1,rovid e <l tho mot i on to ro -



Rule 17 . Upon div is ion of the Council , the names of those who 

voted f o r ancl thos e who voted ag~:lnst a <1uestion shall t,e entered upon 

t h e mi n utes when any two 1r:embers require it; and in such cases it shall 

t,o the dut y of the Auditor arnl Poli.:.:t1 JUdGe to onter on the n:inutes the 

n ames of the P~embers so calline; for a division, and i n all autho r iza

t ions to expend appr opri at i ons of public n~oney, the ayes and nays shall 

b e called t,y tJ1e Auditor and re~orded , and no authorizationssshall Le 

d eemed to have teen carried unl ess a majority of members of the Council 

prese11 t at the rueot i n g at •vhi ch said quest ion is under cons id era t .lon 
~ 

s hall have voted on .the proposition , ~ p.t in the case of t!1e pa.ssa.c;o 
in=tv . ~ ~ ~ 

of a n or dinauce, ~ a rcajority /\-of the w½:e-¼cl"C1lmici1 Ashall be required . 

Rul e 18 . All corun1ittees shall report the facts in writing 

i n r e la t i on to t he matter or subject referred , with their opinion thereon 

and no r ep o r t sha l l be rece.i.ved as the re1,ort of a .!oruruitteo excFJpL the 

same t,e s igned t,y a majority of the co~ittec . 

Rul e 19 . No standing rule or order of the Council shall 

be r escin ded or suspended, exc ept by a vote of t he ~ajority of tho 

r_orebe r s p r esen t; nor shnl l the order of business estab l :i.slrnd by the 

rul es of t ho Co un cil te pos t poned or chane;ed , exct1pt by a majority v ote 

· o.f tho 1t:effibcrs p r esent, and tho ayes and nays shall be re core.led on any 

p r opos i t t on t o suspend a rul e . 

Ru l e 20. Ev ery or dinan c e shall reco ive three rondinr;s previou s 

t o its tie inG 1,assed , tut shal l not b11 read rr:nr e than twi c e at any ono 

n:eottrg, exc apt under s u spension of the rules , as prov ided by rulo Ij_, 

Rul e 21. Upon the final passae;e of an ordnance , tho question 

s hall be t aken t,y ayes a n d nays . 

Ru le 22 . The p r evi ou s <1_u estion , unt il i t is de1~ided , shnll 

p r e c l ud e al l a mendmants and debate on the cain ciues t ion , and sha l l t,e 



Rule 23. A merr.be r called to orcter shall irr.rcediatel y sit down , 

un l ess perrni ttetl to ex1Jlain, and the Counc i l if appealed to s hall 

de~ i de on the case , t,ut without debate . If there be no arpeal, the 

decision of tl10 p r es i ding officer shall be s ubrr.itt~d to . 

Pas s ed the Cof"...n::on Council , the 

dny of 
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clay of 
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MAYOR . 
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E'.:nt it led, 
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Section 1. 

.... ... < 

f)fl O 11.l 0. 

th~ t tlie:i.r presence :Ls roquired to ena.t;le th,J Council to p:ro~oec\ to Lus-

.i110 S S. 

1::0etinc; o:t' Lie Goun(;.i1 o:c to non:e .::ort,ti:n tiR0. 

tho f ollowi:n,: order: I. Ro 11 Call; I I. Ren .. di:nc of the Re cord of the 

ccmsi(lorecl r:pr.roved; III, ?et1tions; IV, Hon:orials; V, Rorcorn:;t.r2c11ces; 



Copy

on th8 tat,le; XI, Readi11G o:t' Orclin2.ncos first and second tin:es; XII, 

:2hc Readin5 of encross&cl Ordinances the third time c~ll(i. -:!onsicleration 

of the question o~.' their l)E:ssace; XIII, Resolutions; Xr\r, ClE:.ir:s EL nc1 

Requisitions; XV 2 I<liscellaneous I--Is.tt.er; XVI, l?or the ,sood of the City; 

the class to vy-}1i~h .tt belon5s ;.;l·1all be in order, ex..:!eyJt under suspension 

. Id 
of' tht3 rules, .ris r,rov.i.(l.ed .in Rule ,-7 

Rulo 3. \fhencvc:r tJ--ie Con~mon Cbu:::ieil desires to refer any 

police Judge, 3011ds for 

putli~ health dTld wolf,aro; [;.lld n.11 rr:.atter::; pert.a5.ni11g tn the peace nncl 

rel at inc 

fra.ncllises of ~ill J'-:inds f'or t uso o~ the struets a.nc!. thevnce.tio:n o.f' 

streets f':.ild allcyso 

ity o:' tL1; City ~!.no.. the inhe.bitD.:nts tllnreof :r.'ror: chu:::2,,ge "by fires, relat-
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re lat inc to a.n adoqua.t e wa. t er supply tor the ext in5uishr:ent of fires. 

To the :Gornr;;ittee on pui:.,lic Property_, fJustness relcttinc; to the cc~re of 
.•• , ,-, ... ,- ........ , •. '""""'~---"'--·~---.- ,.,.,.,_ __ --------···- ----- ,., __ ,. ______ -- --------- ~·~--·•,----- ~ 

Rule 5 

clecicled) 7 

If tl10 presi(iin~ officeJ- is in do1tbt, or a 

division te called for, the Ayes and Fays of the Council siwJ.1 be 

R.ule &,, 1\ll questions relatinc to the priority of t;usi::-1ess 

Ruln 7. '\Vhen two or more rcon:bor~) happen to rise at on0e, the 

Rule G., 

subject o:r 1_p.testion w.lthout leavs o:t' the Coun{;il, nor ir.ore than once 

unt:il every- 1::erc.i:;er chonsi11g to sr-,eaJ,;: shall Ye.vc spo}cen. 

F1..ule 9., , ... ,-, ,J,_.,.,.. 
l4.~~ l-i.-..., .,._ 1-:ot ion shalJ. be: 

r0ceive,l tut to hdjo11rn, to lay Ori the table, for tl1e previo11s ~uesticn, 

to r;oBt.pone to a c,,_;rtain day, to ref1;1·, or to an.:end, to r,ostpone .i.ndefi:'"1.-

:Ltoly, 1:1!·1ich s0ve1. .. al 1r.:otio!1s shrill hn:vc precedffncc in the order in v,rhich 

Rol)Brtst lfID.nrcal, thn .. t is, Roberts 1 Rules of Orclor, 
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Rnle 10. 

:;;,vnid rerso:ne..lit.ios. 

but no 1::er:b0r shnlJ Le ventitted to vote on a question ~hen t~e uyes 

Rule 1G. 

t}u pc~ssD.gG of the r:atter in ffilGs-

t :Lon. 
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Ru1e 17G Upon division of the Council, the names of those who 

F:u.lo 18 0 

R11le 19. 

ta its Geinc ffiSsed, 

S ll S f: G Yl S i O YI. of :ruJ.. es, 2:s r• rov icl o(i 
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L:AYOR. 


