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About Materials Management

• The 2050 Vision describes how 

Oregonians:

– Produce and use materials

– Conserve resources

– Protect the environment

– Live well
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Plastic Pollution and Recycling Modernization Act
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Extended Producer Responsibility
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Mattress Recycling Program

(2024 implementation)

Drug Take-Back 

Program

Printed paper and packaging

(2025 implementation)



2022-2025
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begins
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signed into law
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system

2017-2018
National 
Sword: 

international 
recycling 
market 

disruptions

Developing the RMA
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What the RMA accomplishes

• Expansion of recycling 

opportunities 

• A Uniform Statewide Recycling 

Collection List 

• Improved education  

• Responsible end markets

• Stability for businesses in the 

recycling system and much 

more
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What does the law include?

• Includes packaging, printing and writing paper and food 

serviceware.

• Does not include Bottle Bill containers or specifically 

exempted products
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Where we were last year
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Convened:

• Truth in Labeling Task Force  

• Recycling Council

• Material lists technical workgroup

• Recycling processors technical 

work group

• First Rulemaking Advisory 

Committee

• Local government needs 

assessment



Where we are

11

• Rulemaking #1 in the final stages

• Rulemaking #2 is underway

• PROs are forming

• Community engagement

• Multi-family study 

• Recycling system equity study



Upcoming Milestones
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2023
• Rulemaking 1

• First needs assessment

• Research and studies

2024
• Rulemaking 2

• More assessments and studies

• First PRO program plans due

July 1, 2025 
• Producers join a PRO 

• PROs implement approved plans 

• Local collection program changes begin

• Processors obtain permits

Early 2025
• Multi-tenant recycling requirement 

effective

• More assessments and studies



Rulemaking Process
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• Rulemaking topics were 

sequenced with intention

• Foundational pieces in 

rulemaking 1

• 6 Recycling Advisory Council 

meetings

• Public input throughout



RAC Representation

2 Solid Waste Service 
Providers

2 Community-Based 
Organizations

1 Public Interest

1 Commingled 
Recycling Facility

1 Resident 4 Local governments

2 Producers

3 Producer Associations

2 Producer 
Responsibility 
Organizations
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Questions?
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Rule Topics

PRO Obligations

• PRO fees paid to DEQ

• Market share calculations

• Coordination between PROs

• Responsible end markets

Local 
Government 

Compensation

• Transportation costs 

• Contamination reduction

• New or expanded collection costs

Materials 
Acceptance Lists

• Standardized recycling acceptance lists

• Improved access to recycling
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PRO Obligations

Fees

Market share

PRO Coordination 

Responsible end markets
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• Plan review fee

– One-time fee for plan review

– Paid by each PRO when submitting a plan

• Annual fee for administration

– Paid collectively by the PROs 

– Each PRO pays a proportional share

PRO Obligations - Fees



PRO Obligations – Market Share
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Methods to calculate:

• Weight

• Financial burden 

(weight x cost per pound)



Coordination 
Body  

PRO B

PRO D

PRO C

PRO A

PRO Obligations - Coordination

If there are multiple PROs, 

they will need a 

coordination body and 

plan.

• Interim coordination (2024-

2026)

• Long-term coordination 

(2026 and beyond)
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PRO Obligations - Responsible End Markets

Photo: Megan Ponder
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PRO Obligations - Responsible End Markets
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• Material-specific “end market” 

definitions

• Clarifying the “responsible” 

standard

• Mandating how markets will 

be verified

• Requirements for auditing 

verification results

• Defining “practicable” action



Local Government Compensation
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Transportation costs

Contamination reduction programming

New or expanded collection start-up costs



Transportation Costs Reimbursement 

Eligible costs
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depot or 

reload 

facility

Responsible 

end market 

depot or 

reload 

facility

50+ miles

50+ miles

SORTINGProcessor



Contamination reduction programming

• Education to help 
people put the right 
materials in bins

• Feedback to inform 
people when they don’t

• Funding for local 
governments for 
programs
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Recycling infrastructure expansion 

Rules clarify prioritization of local 

governments and eligible costs 

for PRO reimbursement: 

• Start-up/expansion costs for 

on-route collection

• Start-up/expansion and 

ongoing costs for depot 

collection
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Materials Acceptance Lists

Standardization: three recycling acceptance 

lists

Improved opportunity to recycle
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Materials Acceptance Lists

Establish three lists of materials:

• Local Government Recycling 

Acceptance List

• Uniform Statewide Collection List

– Materials that may be commingled

• PRO Recycling Acceptance List 

– Materials PRO must collect
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Materials Acceptance Lists
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Details about 

different lists are 

included in the staff 

report.



Questions?
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Public Comment Period

• Draft rules published for 

the public comment 

period in May

• Comment period closed 

July 28, 2023
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Stay up to date
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Join me to learn more 

about the RMA at 
RecyclingAct.Oregon.gov
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