
2023 Integrated Water 
Resources Strategy 

(IWRS)
 Environmental Quality Commission

July 20, 2023

Crystal Grinnell, IWRS Specialist

1



Presentation Overview

Agenda

• IWRS Introduction
• Project Timeline
• Outreach & Engagement
• IWRS Content
• Questions & Discussion



IWRS Introduction

• Oregon’s House Bill 3369 
(2009)

• Oregon Revised Statute 
536.220

• Oregon Water Resources 
Department leads 
development

• Include state & federal 
agencies, tribes, 
stakeholders, public

instream and out-of-stream
    …quality, quantity & ecosystem needs      
    …today and in the future



IWRS Introduction

How is the IWRS Used?
• High-level descriptions of water issues 

and proposed solutions

• Information about agency programs
• Agencies and stakeholders reference 

Recommended Actions to support 
funding or policy requests

• Create agency work plans



IWRS Introduction

2012
2017

2023

Oregon’s
 IWRS

3rd Edition



IWRS Update Timeline

JAN   FEB   MAR  APR  MAY  JUNE   JULY   AUG   SEPT   OCT   NOV   DEC

Public Input Draft IWRS Public 
Review

Public 
Review

Revise 
Draft

2023

2024

Final 
IWRS

JAN   FEB   MAR   APR



IWRS Project Teams

State Agency Project Team
• Dept of Agriculture
• Dept of Environmental Quality
• Dept of Fish & Wildlife
• Dept of Land Conservation & Development

Other
• Water Core Team (15 agencies)
• Federal Liaison Team (9 agencies)



Outreach 
&

Engagement



Outreach & Engagement

• 7 Public Regional Community Conversations 
• Seaside, Hermiston, John Day, Roseburg, 

Corvallis, Madras, Ontario
• 1 Virtual meeting

• 8 Self-led conversations
• Online & paper public survey (9 languages)
• Culturally-specific conversations

• Spanish speaking, Pacific Islander, Slavic, and 
Chinese communities

• Youth-specific events

Oregon’s 
Kitchen Table 

Summary 
Report

 July 15th



Outreach & Engagement
• Interagency Survey
• Tribes

• G2G and informal conversations
• Natural Resource & Cultural Resource Cluster Meetings
• Changing Currents Tribal Water Summit, June
• Tribal Water Task Force, TBD

• State Agency Boards / Commissions
• EQC July 20th

• LCDC July 26th

• ODA August 16th

• ODFW, date TBD



Outreach & Engagement

7 Regional Community Conversations 
Common Themes
• More communication & education 
• Better access to resources (staff, funding)
• Frustration with agency administrative processes

• Appreciation for local presence (Watermasters, 
SWCD’s, Watershed Councils)

• Uncertainty in relation to climate change



Outreach & Engagement

Public Survey (~1700 responses)
Themes
• More demands than water available
• Significant concerns about water quality & safety
• Concerns of availability during natural disasters
• Concerns regarding streams/rivers ability to support 

fish and other wildlife
• Conflict over water rights: change vs status quo
• Access to safe & sufficient water is not equitably 

distributed



Outreach & Engagement

Agency Survey Results
Findings
• Limited familiarity with the contents of the 

IWRS
• Underutilized for communication guidance 
• Missing connection between agency 

programs & IWRS recommended actions

• Need for short summary or concise overview
• Request for enhanced online/digital access to 

IWRS



IWRS 
Content 
Review



2017 IWRS Goals

Goal 1
• Improve our understanding of 

Oregon’s water resources

Goal 2
• Meet Oregon’s water 

resources needs (instream and 
out-of-stream)



2017 IWRS Framework



2017 IWRS Framework

DATA, WATER 
SUPPLIES

DATA, WATER 
DEMANDS

PRESSURES SOLUTIONS















2017 IWRS

What is missing?
• Historical context
• Tribal collaboration, new task force
• Climate change emphasis, including 

environmental justice implications
• Affordability and access
• Accountability, metrics for progress
• Reports & Initiatives since 2017 (e.g., 

100-Year Water Vision, Secretary of 
State Water Advisory Report, OR 
Water Futures, etc.)



IWRS Update Timeline

JAN   FEB   MAR  APR  MAY  JUNE   JULY   AUG   SEPT   OCT   NOV   DEC

Public Input Draft IWRS Public 
Review

Public 
Review

Revise 
Draft

2023

2024

Final 
IWRS

JAN   FEB   MAR   APR



DEQ Water Quality Managers 
Discussion June 2023

• Integration of Land Use, Water Quantity & Quality

• Improved Inter-Agency Coordination 

• Alignment of Resources with Strategies and Actions

• Climate Change will Impact the Hydrograph

• Effective Communication is Key 

26



Discussion
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Thank you!

Crystal.A.Grinnell@water.oregon.gov
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