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June 26, 2023     via electronic delivery 
 
 
John DeJong 
Senior Manager Environmental Site Remediation – UPRR 
4315 E Sprague Ave 
Spokane Valley, WA 99212 
 
Re: PCB Areawide – N Bradford St. ROW, Portland, Oregon 

Union Pacific Railroad, ECSI ID# 6480 
 
Dear John DeJong: 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality reviewed the March 2023 Site Investigation 
Report (report), prepared by Jacobs on behalf of Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR). The report 
describes the investigation results of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in surface and subsurface 
soil along the UPRR right-of-way (ROW) and North Bradford St. in Portland, Oregon (ECSI 
#6480).  
 
Please incorporate DEQ’s comments below and submit as final.   
 
General Comments 

1. Oregon Revised Statute 465.200 et seq. states that ““Owner or operator” means any 
person who owned, leased, operated, controlled or exercised significant control over the 
operation of a facility.” Given the current and historical operations of UPRR on the 
railroad along N. Bradford St., DEQ considers UPRR to be an operator at this site. While 
DEQ is not requesting that UPRR conduct remediation at this time, as an operator, UPRR 
may be responsible for future investigation and/or remedial action costs required to 
remediate releases or threats of release hazardous substances from this Facility (Oregon 
Revised Statute 465.200 et seq.). Owner and operator liability is not limited to releases 
from the facility that stayed within the current property or ROW boundary. 
 

Specific Comments 
1. Section 1.2. The description of property ownership and limitations of the agreement differs 

from DEQ’s understanding.  
a. Historical Sanborn maps and Aerial images show UPRR operated a second spur of 

the railroad track that would extend beyond the one foot of the currently visible 
outer rail (see Attachment 1).  

b. The attached City ordinances provide UPRR or its predecessor a permit or ROW to 
a wider portion of the N. Bradford St. ROW (see Attachments 2 and 3). 

2. Section 1.2. Add the OERS numbers to facilitate cross-referencing information on the 
January 2023 oil spills. Include a figure showing soil removal location and discuss how the 
removal might impact sample results discussed in this report. 
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3. Section 2.1. This section states that samples were obtained from the “public ROW.” Please 
clarify that this is the N. Bradford St. ROW.  

4. Section 2.3.  
a. This section says that samples were located 10-15 feet from the centerline of the 

UPRR railroad track. Based on the photos in the report and DEQ’s site visit, it 
appears that these borings were closer to 15-25 feet from the centerline. Please 
verify and correct as appropriate. 

b. Please discuss areas where ISM samples and sample borings had to remove more 
than ~0.5 inch of surface gravel, such as locations with a large amount of railroad 
rock ballast, such SB-01, SB-02, SB-03, and ISM-01, and ISM-02. 

5. Section 2.6. This section should mention the field variance of ISM-01 where the roll-off 
container required moving increments. 

6. There are several typos in the document. Recommend another copy editing (e.g. sit vs. site). 
a. In particular, Table 3-2 is missing a decimal point for Total PCBs in ISM06. 

7. Attached Photographs. Please provide the photographs in a higher resolution and mark the 
location of the soil boring on the photos where the flag is not visible. 

 
Please contact me at (503) 887-7059 or franziska.landes@deq.oregon.gov if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Franziska Landes 
Project Manager 
Northwest Region Cleanup Section 

 

Ec: David Hodson, Jacobs 
Rebecca Digiustino, DEQ 
Katie Daugherty, DEQ 
Todd Hudson, Oregon Health Authority  

 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1: Photo of Intersection of N Bradford St and N Baltimore St ~ 1935, City of 
Portland Archives 
Attachment 2: 1917 Ordinance 33086 City of Portland to Oregon-Washington Railroad & 
Navigation Company permit 
Attachment 2: 1938 Ordinance 71713 City of Portland to Oregon-Washington Railroad & 
Navigation Company permit
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Attachment 1: Photo of Intersection of N Bradford St and N Baltimore St ~ 1935, City of 
Portland Archives 
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OIDIIABCE 10. 71713 

An Ordinanoe graa1;t.ng a r••ooa'bl• pend.t te the 
O..pn•Waahlnaton BallJtO&..;. & Xa..-1ptlon Cmnptn1f, a corpora­
tion, 1te 1•••••, ~ Vnion 1ao1fle Rat.lrea4 Ceapen7, a 
cerporatlon, their auooeseol'8• aaa1gna an4 leaaee•• to main­
tain an4 .pen.te an 1nduatr1al ·~ tN.ek ot ataaderd puge 
1n the •treet area ot Korth a.&dtord Street between a poillw 
II tte•••out!Maaterl.J" from the aouthaasterl7 line ot lforth 
Philadelphia Avenue and the aoutheaaterl7 line ot Rorth Alta 
AT•ue, and deelaring an eaergen07. 

Seotlcm 1. ftla\ a nvoeable permit lte and th9 aaae 
1• her·•iJJ' gran'•d to the Oregun-Waah1Bgton Rd.L.~4 & !laY1ga@!I 
tlon. C0111Jt8D7.· , a corporat1oa, l ta leaa .. , the Ull1GD. Paeiflo 
Rall.J.toad CoapaJIJ'• a o~~len., \heir auooe•aon, aaalgae 
and l•••••• • heJPelnatter ••t•rred te u the ..... -.. 1 to main­
tain an4 opente an 1ndua•nal apuz- traelr ot e-.du'tt gaq• 
in the atreet a:na of Bo~ Bt-adfor4 S'tl'eet 'beheea a pela' 
15 :tMt aoutaeaaterl7 troa ta• aou.'1laaater1J" lia• or Worth 
Phllad.elplda Aveaue mcl aoutJaea•'•rl.7 line of ••nl'l Ala 
Avenue and :ore partieularl7 4-••Pibe4 ae tollew1a1 



7l'i'l3 

shall pq t,he Cit'J any additional coats ot construction, re­
oonetruotion, altering, repairing or maintaining an7 mm1c1pal 
ut111t,. now existing or whioh ma.7 hereafter be built, oauaed 
bJ' the oonstruct1on and maintenance of said apur track and !ta 
appurteniUlees, th& equitable amctm:t er au.ch cost• to be deter­
mined b,- the City Engineer. The grantees ah.all till in to the 
established grade, plank, pave. repave. reconstruct or other­
wise improve or repair and ksep 1n good oond1 t1on from time to 
time whenever and in the manner directed by the City ot Portland• 
those portions of' the atreet between the raila or the above 
mentioned traek and tboae portions outside of the rails extend­
ing to the ends of cNea-t1ea1 provided that 1n no oaae shall 
the portion ou'ta1de of the rail• be lea• than one :toot (l') in 
width, masured tram the outside ot the rail. 

Section a. TMa permit 1a granted upon the condition 
that the gnm.teea ahall allow u.7 other company• including ar,7 
municipal belt line or c~olal railroad that ma7 herearter 
be authorised, operated or maintained b7 the Oiqr ot Portland, 
and 1noluding raJ.lroad ooapan1ea operating engine•• looomotivea 
or oara b7 eleotrloal ou.rrent, ateam or gaa power, to uae 1n 
oomm.on with the grant••• the traok herein authorised to be 
laid. upon obtaining the oonaent ot the Oounoil ot the City ot 
Portland. expreaaed b)' or~nance or by the peeple by the 1n1t1a· 
t!ve, eaoh user p&J'1n& a proper a.nd equitable proportion ot the 
coat or oonatruotion and repair ot the track ao uaed jo1ntl7. 

Seet1on 4. Thia permit ao garited to Aid Oregon­
Waeh1ngten Railroad & Bav1gatlon Oomp&JQ' and 'Onion Paciric Rail• 
road CompatlJ ahall not 1n 8.DJ'Wi•• or manner interfere with or 
prevent the Cit7 Qr Portland f'rGiU gr-anti.n.g permits or h-anchiaea 
to o~r cerporationa or 1nd1T1duala tor the oonatruot1on of 
other tracks oroaaina the traok whloh ma7 be oonatructed under 
~· ordinanoe and tor tbe aalntenanoe and operation ot auoh 
traoka. 

8eot1on a. The permit her•bJ' granted ia revocable at 
=:7 time at th• pleaal&N et the Council or the Clty ot Portland. 
aa4 no txpencU. ~ et aon•r tb.eJteunder, or la.pae ot tlm•, or 
ether aot er th1D1 ua11 oPen.t• aa ml e.atoppel agaln1t the 
Cit,' .,. 'be held te glv• \lie ~h•• aa7 veatecl or o\her rlpta. 
Vpen reTooatlma hereof, tile gnai;eea lhall withln tb.irtf (10) "87•. r•o•• all tnou aa4 ap~t..aneea oonatruoted uncle~ 
aa1d JHJralt and ehaU ,_, ttieae pertlona ot 'the •tnet atf'eoted 
bJ' euott r-.on.1 in a een41tlon a. geod. aa are tae adjoin~ 
portlon• ot ea1.4 atnet at the time of rU1.0val, all io be done 
u dlreated bJ" and to th• ••tlataetlon ot the Cl t7 Engineer. 

S.•tlcm t. lhl• o1'dlnanoe shall not ~t the pant••• from h.Jd.ng eut 11•••• or peraite required bf ex1at-
1at orcUnan••• f:. or uq open.t1cma or oonatruotlen oarried on 
Dder the pel'll11a her•1'7 granted. 



Section "I. The perm!.t hereby granted shall not 
beoome ettect1ve until there 1• tiled by the gran.tHa with 
the Olt'J Auditor a document sat1atacto1'7 to the City Attornq, 
accepting the terma and oond1t1ona hereoz. 

Section a. Inaanmoh aa thia ordinance la necesaal'J' 
tor the immediate preservation of the public health, peace 
Blld aaf'ety or the City ot Portlanc! 1n thia: In order that 
maintenance of existing aw1toh1ng tac111tiee for Lnporta.~t 
looal 1nduatr1al concerns ma7 be authorised with the leaat 
poaa1ble dela7J therefore, an emergency 1• hereb7 declared to 
exist and this ord1nanoe ab.all be 1n force and •~feet :trom 
and after ita passage by the Council. 

Paa:ed DJ" the Council Dec l 1 938 

Com•r Bean 

Joseph K. Carson Jr. 

lla7or of the City of Portland 

Edwin w. Jones 
Auditor of the Cit7 of Portland 
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ORDINANCE N0.71713 

An Ordinance grant fa1g a revocable 
pE~rltti t to the Ore g<n1-Wa shin gt on 
Railroad & Navigaticon Company, a 
oc:>rporation, its le.ssee, the Union 
P•1cific Railroad Company, a oor­
pclration~ their suc,3essors, assigns 
a11d lessees, to ma!Jn.tain and oper­
a1~e an industrial spur track of 
s1t;andard gauge in the street area 
o:f' N. Bradford St• "between a point 
3.5 feet southeasterly from the 
southeasterly line CJf N. Philadel~" 
ph1a Ave. and the S·outheasterly 
1:1ne of N. Al ta Ave., and. dee la ring 
ain emergency. 

ORB 
Bean 

Thursday 
Report '7102 

:!riled Dec 2 1938 

Edwin w. Jones 

At~itor of th~ City of Portland 

By R. s. Ivey 
Deputy 
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