FIFTH MEETING
CF THE
OREGON AIR POLLGTION AUTHORITY
September 11, 1952
The fifth weeting of +the Oregon State Aly Pollution Authority was called o order
by the Chairman at %3;10 P.., Thursday, September 11, 1952, Room TR0 State Office
Building, 1400 S. W. Gth Ave., Portland, Oregon. Those presenbt were Carl E.Green,

Chairman, YWerle S. Wesb, Dr. Harold M. BErickson, Mr. Oren L. Xing, Members; and

Curtiss M. Everbs, Jr., Secretary. Also present wewe Mr. R. E. Batohard, Chief,

Alr Pollution Control Seckion, and Mr. W. J. Whitsell, Associebe Sapitary Enginseer.

MOTICHN RE; WINJTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

The minutes of the fourth meeting of the Authority having been prepered and dis-
tributed o the members in advance, it was moved by Dr. Eriokéon, seconded by

Mr. West and carried that the minutes as prepared by the Secrebary be approved.

MOTTON RE; ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

The chalrman then notified the members that through an oversight the Authority had
failed to elect offficers at the beginning of the present calender year. 1T was
moved by Dr. Erickson, seconded by Mr. Wesﬁ and carried that the minutes of the
third meeting be corrected 4o state that the Authority officers were elected as

of January 1952.

OSWRGO RESINENTS RE: CINDERS, FLY ASH AND CEMENT DUST:

Mr. Chesbter A. Ferpguson, %50 State Btreet, Oswego. the owner of Chet Ferguson's
Furniture end Gift Shop appeared before the Authority to submit a complaint
relative to cinders, fly ash and cement dust in the oiﬁy of Uswego. MNMr. Ferpguson

stated that he had attended the meeting as a representative of Mr. Chas. A. Needham,




2o
the Mayor of Oswego, who had requested him to present informetion on air polliution
conditions in that oity. HMr. Ferguson reporﬁed that the Oregon Portland Cement
Company plant is located across the highway from his store; that the plant is
operated twenty=-four hours a day and bthat a considerable amount of cement dust
wag emitted from the plant. He also complained of cinders and soot from the
Huddleston Lumber Company Milliand the Oswego Planing Mill., He stated furbher that
the Oregon Portland Cement Cémpany installed o filter system in 194, to remove
cement dust but since that time the plant capacity has tripled and that according
~fo-reports-the filters-were not-always operated. Mr.-Pergusen-clained. that the
cement dust damaged the finish on sutomobiles and that the cars of shoppers in the
eity were often covered with cinders and sawdust within thirty minutes after they
had parked in the business district.
The Cheirman then asked whether or nobt the staff had made any investigations in
the Oswego area and Mr. Hatchard reported that a preliminary survey had been made
which showed that the area was covered with the material descrihed by Mr. Ferpguson
but that lsboretory reports on the analysis of material collected by "particle fall-

out Jars" had not yet been received.

Mr. Henry Davis who stated that he operates a pharmacy on State 3treet in Oswego
ceonfirmed Mr., Perguson's description of conditions created by cement dust, fly ash

end cinders in Oswego.

Mr. King then asked how long the Oregon FPortland Cement Company plent had been
operating in Oswego and Mr. Ferguson sbtated that he was not certain but that it had

been. there for mapy years.

Mr. O C. Roehr stated to the Authority that he represented Mr. Frenk MeCaslin,
President of the Oregon Portland Cement Cos, that he was not femilisr with all of
the detalls concerning the operation of the Cregon Portland Cement Company plant;
tha%Ahe was present to listen to the statements that were being made. Mr. Roehr

mentioned, however, that the plant has been operalbing in Oswego for over thirty
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years and That it was his understanding that the City Couneil in Oswego invited

the Oregon Portland Cement Company to locate in Oswepgos

Mre Ferpuson then stated that the city of Oswego was not a first class rosidential
ares thirty years ago and that neweomsrs to the city remain only about thirty days

and then move awey due to the nuisance creabed by cement dust.

Mr. R. B. Hopkins, Manager of Oswego Planing MLill, reported last year his mill bhad

constructed a new waste burner which had been approved by the Fire Underwriters snd

by the State Tire Marshal and requested a copy of any réport thaﬁméﬂ;mﬂif Pollution
Auﬁhority might make which would contain recommendations for the elimination of fly
ash and cinders from their waste burner. Mr. Hopkins stated that Mr. Jack Huddleston
of +the Huddleston Luzber Co., at Cswepgo had intended to be present.but could not

atbend the meeting of the Authority and that he was also representing Mr. Huddleston.

Mr. King then asked if the Oregon Portland Cement Co., Was endeavoring to slleviate
the dust problem and Hr. Roehr stated that in 19 electrostatie precipitatbrs
were installed to collect the dust and that slnce he was not fewiliar with the
operation of the plant and he did not feel able to mswer Mr. Ferguson's statementd

that the filters were nob operazted at night.

The Chairmen then reporited that the engineers on the Alr Pollution Authority staff

are studying the area and will furnish the Authority with a report and recommendations.
The Chairmen also stated, for The beneflt of those present, that the Authority planned
t0 request the various lumber associations in the stabte Lo appoint a eommitbes to

work with the Authority and its engineers in a comprehensive study of the problem

of controlling emissions from lumber and wood products plants.

MOTION REs OSWEGC CINDERS, FLY ASH AND CEMENT DUST

After a further brief discussion of the mather, it was moved by Mr. King end

seconded by Dr. Erickson and carried +that the Authority!s engineers conbtinue their
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study in Oswege and report in detall to the Authority at the next meetlng.

KLEMAN ORCHARDS Ri: KpEISER SAND AWD GRAVEL COMPANY , KRISER DISTRICT NORTH OF SALEM.

Mr, Max Kleman, owner of the orchard, appesared before the Authority to subnitb a
complaint regarding damsge %o his crops caused by emissions from the asphalt plant
opereted by tho Keiser Sand anrd Gravel Company. Mr. Kloman sbated that the esphalt
plant was located approximately %00 feet norith of hils orchard and that the plent
began operating thls springe He claimed damege to his apple, pesr and berry crop.
 Mr. Kleman repor%eduﬁﬁéénéfééf first noting the damage that he had observed the
direction of the wind and was surprised how frequently the northerly wind carried
the plant emissions over into his orchard. N « Kleman asked that the photographs
taken by Mr. Whitsell during the complaint study be shown to the Authority since

he believed the plotures would describe conditions and show the effect on the crops'

more clearly.

Mr. Hatehard reported on the complaint imvestigetion and showed the photographs of
Mr, Klemants orchard to bthe Authority. VHe furvher steted that a letter was sent

to the Central Paving Co., owners of the Keiser Band and Gravel Company, stating

that the plant aﬁiSSionS violated the provisions of the Air Pollution Aot and recom-
mended corrective ackion. WMr., Hatchard then broupght to the atbention of the Authority
a letber from Mr. #. B. Price, Dean of +the School of Agriculture, 08C, to which

there was attached a report written by H. Hartman and Dr. Hanson of the Horticultural
Depte, Oa3.Ce and vhich described the damage to the crops and predicted the effect

on the orcherd if the emissions continue Ffor an exiended period of time.

Mr. Arthur Woods, partner in the Central Paving Company, wes present at the neebing
and esked if it was the purpose of this meeting to establish a claim for Mr. Kleman's

alleped damages.

Mr. CGreen answered that the Avthority is required %o investigate complaints involving
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air pollution and that the statube specifically covers the discharge of air
contaminants causing demage to plants or animals. He further stated that the
function of the Authofity is %o require correction of excessive emissions but the
Authority certainly waes not concerned with establishing the basis for a claim of

demege caused from a particuler air pollution problem.

Mr. Woods then stabed that he could not understend how the plant discharge could
effect only ¥r. Wleman's orchard since other orchards in the area arc healthy.

He stated that he belisves Mr. Kleman's orchard has not actuslly been deamaged by
the plant emissions end thet he would teoke exception to this statement regarding
the prevailing northerly winds at this time of the yesr. He conceded that oG
casionelly the wind came from the north but not every day. Mr. Woods stated that
the complain® from Mr. Klemen is the only ons feceived by the Keiser Sand and Gravel
Company. He further stated that he is aware that they have a dust problem and thatb
if it is debermined the plant is in the wrong they will make an attempt to correct
the situation. A service engineer from the company which manufzctured the asphalt
plant equipment was expected to visit the asphalt plant in the near futurs. I a
practical control system could not be provided, Mr. Woods explained that as a last
regort the plant could be moved to an isolated location. Mr. Woods stated that he
did not wish Lo mislead the Authority members regarding the time required %o cor-

rect the problem, however he expeected by fall to have some plang formulated,

Mr. West recuested that when the Keiser Send end Gravel Company has a proposed plan

avellable that the information end plans be submitted to the Authority for review.

MOTTOW RE: XEISER SAND AND GRAVEL COMPANY

It was moved by Mr. King, seconded by Mr. West and carried that the field investigation
be continued and that a report would be submitted at the rext meeting regarding any

corrective measures which the Kelser Sand and Gravel Company mey have developed.
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MIIWAUKIE RESIDENTS RE: WRSTERN DOCR AND PLYWOOD, MITWAUKIR .

¥re. Hotchard summarized the area study carried or since the last Authority meet-
ing and explaeined 1n detaill what the plant menagement had done to reduce the
ewissions., Mr. Habchard stated that the plant meanagement had succesded in re-

dueing heavy black smoke and other materials emitted from the plant.

3

Mrs. John E, WeGee L36=32nd St., Milwaukle, accompanied by four other ladies was

present at the meeting. Mrs. MceGes stated thalt she had not noted any apprecisble

improvement and thal the Same conditions wWhiich were described at the last Authority
meeting still ocourred but not quite as bad due Yo a change in the wind. Mrs. McGee
contimed that in the mornings at aboubt 7 AM. and in the evenings at about & PM.

the plant discharges a heavy black smoke that is deposited on the clothes and window

sills.

Mrse. Probst, Wilwaukie, Oregon, staﬁea that just belfore the lest rain there was
considsrable smoke which returned to the pground level and that even with the windows
closed one could smeil the fumes inside of the house. She stated thet sawdust
emission decreased. Mrs. Probst also mainveined that ﬁhe conditions at night are

worge than during the day.

MOTION RE: WISTERN DOOR AND PLYWCOD, MILWAURIE:

It was moved by Mr. King, seconded by Mr. West and carried thet the englneering

staff continue the study and submit a report at the next meeting.

Hu-BORA SCAF COMPANY, N. W, 12%th and Hoyt S5ts., Portland, Oregon.

Mr. Hatchard summarized the field work mctivities to imvesbigabte this complaint and
reported thet the plant managenent had retained the services of the American Sheet
Mebal Company to develop collectlon apparatus, and that Mr. B. A. Crouch, Plant

Supte, is working with the American Sheet Metal Co., o develop a verturiitmbe
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and steam curtaln system to collect the soap dust. Mr. Habehard further stated
that the plant owner indicated a-willingnsss to make necessary corrections as
long es the cest 1s within reason and the space required for the equipment will

it in their present buildiné.

COLUMBIA BOJLEVARD, PORTLAND. RE: BURNING REFUSE TUMP.

. Hetchard reported that the operator of the refuse dump on Columbia Blvd., is

now talking ressonable precautions to prevent burning of materials that would crsate
excessive. smoke. . It was pointed out, however,.that an open burning refuse. dump cen
not be operated in a community without creating nulsance conditicns unless a properly
deslgned incinerator is provided. The guestion was raised whether it was the inbent
of the Alr Pollubion Act to provide lor abatement of this type of nuisance sgince
existing nuisance statutes likely would cover this situation. It was decided to

submit the questlon informelly Lo the Atborney Generalis office for commsntb.

S.&s 8th and Taylor, PORTLAND, (RECGON. PAINT DAMAGE.

2

iir s Haotchard advised that the dsmage %o pairt on automobiles has not been occurring
as frequently as the complaint indicated. A preliminary survey of this area in-
dicated that more than one plants'! discharge could be responsible and that special
sample equipment which is required for more detailed fleld study by the staff has

been ordsred but has not yebt beon delivered,

QUARTERLY REPR TS,

Jre Everts stated that the Alr Pollution Control Section had not previously pree-
pared a Quarterly Report due to the date that the sscldon began operations. Mich
of the informetion and detea which was reporbed today will be contained in the
Quarterly Reporte This report will be mmiled to the Authority members and will

reduce the smount of deteils to be discussed at the meetings.

sroblems effecting many similar
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plants was discussed and the suggestion was made that the Authority invite
induatries to organize committees for the purpose of studying problems and co-
operating with the Authority in developing information which would be of assistance

to the industry in the correotion and prevention of sny air contamination problems.

MOTION REy BEFFORT TO SECURE INDUSTRY-WIDE COCPERATION:

ke

It was moved by Mr. West and secomded by Mr. King and carried that the Secrstary
be authorized %o contact the lumber, pulp, foundry and other industrial sssociablons
—in-an-effort to secure-industry-wide cooperation-in-the-study-of air-pollution

problems.

Mr. King stated that the ¢lty officials need recommended rules end regulations so
that manicipal ordinances may be considered end in the meantime, the investigation
of complaints should be delsyed until the recommended rules and regulabions have
been prepared. Mr. Xing further stated that considerable field work will be re=
gulred te develop these recommendations for municipal control. Mr. Everts added
that the magritude of the state-wide problem has not yelt been determined and also
there is a need to contimue study of equipment and laboratory procedures which will
be required to further the Air Pollution Control activities. It was the opinion of
the Authority thet if the basic daba for air pollution control activities were to
be collected the staff could not spend considerable time on the investigation of

individual compiainbs.

Laboratory and field equipment ‘that has been ordersd or studied was also discussed
and it wes directed that additlional equipment he ordered when 1% is determined

that the ibems would be nscessary.

Mr. Green suggesbed thet the distriet engineers of the 5tate Bosrd of Health who
are stationed in Pendleton, Eugene and Grants Pass be relied upon to make initial
field investidations-and report their findings to Mr. Hatchard and that il the

particular complaints were very imporbant that additional investigations could be
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MOUTON RE: DISTRICT ENGINEER SERVICES FOR ATR POLLUTION COMTROL WORK.

It was moved by Mr. King and seconded by Mr. West and carried that asrrangements
be made for the district engineers!' ssrvices for alr pollution control achbivities

and to budgsel® one district engineerts salary and expenses for this work.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM .

Mr« Hatehard suggested that a pamphlet be prepared which would briefly explain

the Air Pollution Act and comfrol activities for pubiic information.

Mr. Oreeon suggesbved that informetbion be prepared for a newspaper arbticle and that

‘the Health Education Staff, State Board of Health, collaborate on this material.

Mr., Ting suggssted that it would be a good plan for the future +Ho have a member
of the staff speak on air pollution contrel asctivities before service clubs,

Chambers of Commerce and other inbterested groups before the end of the years

DATE OF NOXT MERETING.

The Chairman was suthorized to call a meeting for December 3, 1952. There being

no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:;30 P. Mo
Respectfully submitied,

Curtiss Me BEverts, Jr.,Secrebary
Alr Pollution Authority




