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1~II~~UTLS OF TN~ FIFTEETdTH ~1EETING 
OF THE 

STATE SAP~ITIiRY AUTIiORITY 

UeceMber 12, 191~1 

The meeting . of' the State S~:itar;~ Authority was cailed to order 

ti~~ Ch~irman Harold P. ~Ver.del, at 10:15 I~.B~i., December 12, 19y.1, in the 

offices of the State Sani~tary ~uthority,.I~12 Cregon Building, Portland: 

Those present were HPxold F. Yderidel, Chairman; Dr. Frederick-D. 

Stricker, the P~essrs. Albert Burch, Blaine Iialloc~., John C.. ti reatch, Col. 

VYm. A. Aird, representing the Oregon Business ~ Tax Research, Commissioner 

Vfilliam A. Bowres and Senator Lew 1:allace.. 

P~IPTUTES: Copies of the minutes having been supplie~ to the mem- 

bers in advanre, the chairman, vrith tne consent oP the boKrd, dispensed 

with the readin~ oP the Minutes of the meeting of..'September 12, 1~1j.i, and 

the minutes were approveci as prepared by the secretar~r. 

ACTIl~'ITIES P.EPOFcT: The secretary revietived: tlie. contents :  of the 	'- 

activities report for the nonths of September, October and idover.iber, lgl~l. 

PP.OJECT PLAP1~: After a revie~v o£ plans for sewerage projects 

submitted for examination and approved by the State Sanitary Engineer during 

the months of September,~~ctobe.r and November, 1941, nROTI.0l1: it was moved 

by W_r. Burch, seconded .by Iuir. I~allocl~, and unani~ously carried, that the 

follov.ring sewerage project plans be approved by the Sanitary ~uthority: 

Date 	 Location 	 Type of Prajeet 
19 1 	 — 	 ~ 

Sept. 16 	 r:it. Vernon School 	 Sevvage disposal 



~~~.. 

Date 	 Location 	 Type of Project 

~ 	 ~ 
Oct. 7 	 tiffille.kenzie School 	Sec~age disposal 

	

7 	 Elmira School 	 SeVra~;e di spo sal 

	

11~ 	 Independence 	 Sewer extensions 
P~pii~g st~tians 

A~E,'V~ IP?DUSTRIAL PLAtdT ESTABLIS~6ETTTS: I~ecause of the establishment 

of nev~ industrial plants in the state, tne secret~ry requested a stater.!eni; 

of policy relative to sevra.ge and industrial v~aste treatrient facilities for 

nevr industries located in Oregon. Fo1lov~ing . soMe discussion on the subject, 

1lqOTION: it wa.s moved by NIr. Veatch, seconded b3- Tvlr. Hallock, and unanimousiy 

carried., that industries w}iich hereafter locate outside of corporate limits 

shall provide treatment for both donestic sewage and ir.dustrial wastes. 

Those industries which hereafter locAte within the cor~porate limits of a 

municipality should ma.ke arrangements to dispose of domestic se~nrage into 

the municipal sevverage system if such sewerage system is availabie. The 
~; 

degree of treatment required for industrial waste discharged into municipal 

sewera~e systems will depend upon the quantity, qual?ty and characteristics 

of the ~saste. If municipal sev~rerage facilities are not available for the 

disposs2 of domestic setuage ancl industrial vrastes either vrith or without pre- 

treatment, then adequate f.acilities for the trea~ent of these vrastes must 

be provided. 

POP.TL~dD PI'OJECT: The chairman then requested Comrnissioner 1ti4n. 

A. Bowes to discuss the status and prospects of the Portlo,nd setivera~e and 

sevrage treatment project. Co~unissioner Bowes stated that surveys and en- 

gineering investigations were ur.der way, but as yet v~ere not complete due to 

the difficulties encountered in obtaining qualified engineers for seiverage 

investi~;ations and design ~ctivities. bir. Bowes rePorted further that an 

_.._._ 	_. 	.. 
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engineer had been employed for a period of about four months to supervise 	;` ~ y 

~ 
the rvork of approxi.ma+ely 17 persons vrho are carryin~ on the necessarS~ re- 

search and field investi~ations. Floiv records ~,re bein~ obtained, and analyses 

of the physicr~.l and chemical characteristics of the Portland seLrage have been 

determined. In addition, surveys are ur~der v~-ay on high e.nd low level inter- 

cepting sewers. 

It tivas £urther reported by 2~r. Bowes that the chie£ difficulty 

with which the city of Portla.r.d was novrfaced was the matter of obtaining 

s. qualified and experienced engineer for the design of intercepting se~mrers 

and the sewa~;e trec~tment plant. Experienced firms of' consulting engineers 

have.been ret~.ined by fec7eral agencies and are no longer available for 

municipal vrork. 1~~r. Bovres stated that the city had now collected ~203,619 

from see~~erage service charges. Of this smoun+, some t 20,C~00 wa.s used to 	;~ 
. 	~ 

pay f'or the services of consultani:s and N`17,981 f'or personal services, 	'~.,_.~ 

equip~ent, etc., required for the investigrzt~ons conducted to date. A bal- 

ance of some ~165,638 remains, which sum v~ill be increased somewhat in 	'~ 

~arch xrhen collections from certain districts in the city heve been com- 

pleted. Because the council had biven the impression that the charge y~rould 

be discontinued when the money collected vaas sufficient to def're.y the cost 

of engineering . investigations, it was ~Ir. Botives~ opinion that the charge 

should be discontinued until such time as the pla.ns were ready and the fin- 

ancial structure set up and presented to the people for approval. 

P4r. Hallock sug~ested that the charge be continu.'~d a.nd a sinking 

fund established to accumulate moneys which might later be used for the 

ecnstruction of sevrage treatrnent works. 

It was bir. Bowes' opinion that such a plan would not be acceptable 	Ii ~ 

to the people of the city of Portland. 
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, i 	 Chairman ~:endel suggested that_+he charge not only be continued but 
i 

that it be increased to the maximum of ~~ 1~30 of the lvater char~es, since 

it was his i~elief that the city rlould be proceedin~r lawfully both by city 

ordinance and by state statute, and that through such a plan, funds could 	_. 

be accwnulated at a time when construction could no-t be un~ertaken. Chrzirman 

4';endel also pointed out that it v~rould be much easier -to finance the project 

with part of the r:ioney on hand. IJir. Bovres renlied ~hat if' the charge vaere 

increased or continued, the ordinance vrould be repeAled in the t~ay prima.ry. 

Colonel Aird agreed ~ith ~~Ir. Bovres, and retnarlted that cooperation 

might be expected from industries in connection with the continuation oi 

the char~e, but that the individual home o~.vner, althou~;h he wanted pollution 

of the ltiillamette River reduced, tivas unvrillin~ to assume the cost of it. 

	

~ 	 Following some discussion relative to the advis~bility of contin- 
i 
i 

- 	 uing the service char~e, State Senator Lee~r~'iallace mentioned that the city 

of Lebenon wrs faced with a serious problem in which they were invol~:ed 

with the pollutian of the South Santiam River, but that the citv was pro- 	\ 

ceeding to make plans for the construction of treatzneri; works.~ I~ir. 1ltendel 

pointed out to Senator UTallace th~.t the State Sanitary Authority had threatened 

the city of Lebanon with court action before any studies were undertaken by 

that city. 

At that time ~ur. Bowes asked to be excused and stated that before 

~ any action was.taken relative to the discontinuation of the service charges 	 ';~; 

that he v~ould call for a joint meeting o£ the city council arid the State 

`~anitary .~uthority to discuss the matter. 

i Iu1UNICiPAL SE~'JAGE TRF_~TruEP?1: The secretary revi'ewed the plan 

	

~ 	 present~d to the l~uthority by ~r. Kehrli, Executive Secrete.ry of i;he League 
i 

`o£ Qre~on Cities, at the September meeting, and suggested that a letter be 
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sent to all municipalities for which sewa,;e treatrient is indicated, in which 	~~ ,y 

,. .~ 
the iocal authorities would be advised that sevra~;e treatment plants would 

be required ir. the future, and that the reconmlendation be m~de tliat service 

charges or the 5 mill tax be put intc effect as early as possible in order 

to create a sinking #'und to defray the cost of.se~vage trea.tment plant con- 

struction which mi;ht be undertaken at a later da.te. 

Following some discussion on the matter, P,~OTIOPd: it was moved 

by I~Zr. Hallock, seconded by P:ir. ~3urch, and unanimously carried, that the 

chairman, the secret~.ry and PJ~r. Ve~ztch coopera~te in the prepar~tion and 

addressing to the various cities concerned, a . communication containing the 

; 
~ 	material suggested. 	 , 

RULES AAID R.EGULP~,TIOR~S: The secret~r~,~ requested authorization 

from the State.Sanitary Authorit~- to prepare rules and regul~.tions governing 

£~ the submission of en~ineering data on sewers, sevrage treatmer_t facilities, 	.:::.~ 

etc. f'or •reviel~v and anProval. The secret~:ry mentioned that the St~te Iioard 

of Health approves plans, specifications,.etc., for..vrAter supply systems and ~ 

swimming pools, and that it aras expected that tne ;~tate Loard o£ Fiealth ~ro uld 

adopt similsr repul~tions, governing the submission of en~ineering plans for 

water tivorks structures and sv,ri~3ming pools. 

P~40TION: It was moved by 1VZr. Hallock, seconded by Zr . 8tricker, 

and unanimously carried, that regulations for the submission of engineerin~ 

plans be prepared by the secretary in cooperation rvith P~r. Burch and ~r. 

Stricklin, preparatory ~o submission to the Sanitary L~uthority for adoption. 

IIv~EPET1DE2dCE PERT~4IT: The secretary then discussed his action in 

granting a temporary perm.it ta the city of Independence to discharge untreated 

~ sewa~;e into the VJilianette River for a period not to exceed three years. 	 _LL~ 
~ 

It v~as explained that the permit was granted to enable the city to proceed 	 „ 
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~ 	 imnediatel~ with the ins+,Allation of extensions e.nd additions to the existing ~ 
i 

sevrerage syster.i. Pi0TI0I~T : Tt was moved by Nr. Burch, seconded by 12r. Halloek 

and unanimously carried, that the action of secretarv in issuin~ a permit 

to the ci-Ly of Independence to discharge untreated se yrage into ~he ;tiill~unette 

~iver for a temporaxy period of time be apnroved. 

PERSOi~NEL: Authority vras ;ranted to the secretary to use Sanita.ry 

~uthority personnel, should e.ny e?nergency arise in cornection with ~ra.ter 

supply, sewage disposal, etc., in which engineerin~, assistance in acidition 

to those employed by the 'State Boa.rd of Health would be needed. 

In connection with the employtnent of an additional engineer by 

the.Sanitar;~ .~uthority, it was generally a~reed that the additional engineer 

should not be employed at this time. In the event of an emergenc5-, hovrever, 

~ 	 the secretar;~rvas granted 2uthority to employ an additional engineer. 
i , 	; 
~ 	 IY~I'• Yenneth H. Spies, Associate Sanitary Engineer, v~~o had reported 

fbr assignment on November l,.had been introduced to memb.ers of the Sanitarv 

Authority prior to the mee~;in~. 

COLUPlBIA T'IVER POLLUTIOIu' IT~ESTIGATIONS: D4embers of the ILuthority 

urere advised by the secretary that the investig<^~tions of the Columbia River 

were proceeding as well as could be expected with the difficulties encountered 

in obtaining equiprnent and maintaininn, personnel. Inform~±tion relative to 

the location and factors responsible for the grotivth of slime organisms in 

the river tivere explained, and it was estimated that actual field work on 

the Survey should be completed within the next four months. 

BUDGFT: The secretary requested and received authority to begin 

preparation of tne biennial budget for the two-year period beginning July 1, 

i 	 1~~2• 

I 

PORiLAP~D PPOJECT: Chairman 4dendel raised the question as to ivhether 
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i•t was the consensus of opinion of those present th~t the Sanitary ;:uth- 

oritti- should proceed further than merely r ecommending the continuation of 

the ~resent minimura sevaera~;e service ch~rge f'or the cit~ r  of Portiand, or 

whether the Authority should recorrmiend th~t the full service ch~zrge be 

placed in effect as e.uthorized by city.ordinance. 

Iti'~r. Hallock er.pressed the opinion that he tiva.s rather iearful of the 

advisability of su~gestin~ an increase at this .time, and it appeared th~.t the 

opinion of the members in ~eneral was that it would not be wise to advocate 

an increase in the Portland sev;er users' ser.vice charge e.t this time. 

SAL~Y IPICI~EASE: The chairman requested L~iss iielen ~hearer, 

Office Secretary, to retire f'rom . the rneeting, in order ths.t ~natters concern- 

ing her salar~~ mi.~ht be discussed. The chairman then read to the members 

of the P.uthority a letter addressed to him by the secretary, in which an 

increase in salary irom ~~35.00 to ~100 per mor_th was recommended f'or P~fise 

Shearer. FollotNing a discussion on the matter, h1UTIflN: it vras moved by TuTr. 

Veatch, seconded by T~r. Stricker and unanimously carried, that I,:iss Shearer's~.,~ 

saiary be increased to ~100 per month, provided ii; received the approval of 

the State Budget Director; otherwise that P~1iss Uhearer's s~,laiy be increased 

to th~ mar.imum amount permissible. 

There being no further business, the meetin; adjourned at 1 P.A~4., 

to reconvene at the office of the ~tate'Sanitarv Authoritv at 10 ~. IdI.. 

Friday, Ioiarch 13, 19l~2. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~,c~,~ . ~~ • - 	 ~ 
Curtiss T~. Everts, Jr. 	 s: 
Str~i;e Sanitary Engineer 	 '~ 
Secretary 	 ~ 

CPk~EIhs 

,,. 
~,: 

~: ~ 

',~~_ ~ 
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STAiE S~2v'Iil~?Y AUTHOFI:Y 

TRkPTSCFIPT OF DISCUSaIOI~ ODT ST~TUS 
OF 

PORiLl+.,idli SL~'7~F{AGI~ PI'iOJLC^1 

December 12, 19~1 

PER:,ON~ PRESEPIT 

-:;1 
I 

• 	; 

State Sanitary Authority: 

Fiarold F. ~~~iendel, Chairman 
~r. Frederick v. Stricker 
Albert ~urch 
Blaine Hallock 
John C. Veatch 

Curtiss.M. Everts, Jr. 
Secretary 

Yenneth H. Spies 
~~ssociate ;3anitary Engineer 

City Commissioner Y~~m. p. Bowes 
State Senator Lew 1"a'~.11ace 
Col. j~u~n. ~:. liird, representin~ 

Ore~on Busine.ss ~; Tax Research, Inc. 
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`^~ 
T~Ir. ~`~`endel: Cor.unissioner Bowes, vJauld vou discuss the sl:atus ~nd 

	

__ 	prosp~cts of the Portland project? 

I~4r. Bowes: I think that our records are open, and I thir.k you 

are fairly farliliar with vrhat vre are doin~. 

Pi~r. ~~lendel: ks vJe understand the rnatte?~, the server service charGe 

fee has been levied now for a little over a year, and the surveys c.nd en- 

gineerin~ work is nearin~ completion. 

Pdr. Bot~aes: The data on the levy is right, but the surveys and 

engineering are not compiete. About a yesr and a half a~o our sewer engineer, 

B~r. C. H. Smith, died, and we immediately made plans to get another en~ineer. 

.~bout that time this e~^.ergency ~,ppeared. The govermnent through various 

e~;enci~s, a.nd tne l~rmy and Tv'avy einployed qualified men almost as fast as 

they could get them,.which m~de it very diff~cult for us to get a ma.n. Vde 	'=~ 

visited Cincinnati ~nd found a young fellotiv interested in the job. He took ''i .:~ 

a Civil Serviee examination e.rid came out within the first three. bSr. T,lorrow . 

and I ivent to the east to see various plants and purposely to interview this ` 

man f'rom Cincinnati, whose name is Bartow. He has been here about ~ months, 

has taken over the supervision of the city sei~rer system and has done al.l re- 

search work necessary to obtain infoxzaation on the sewerage system. v'~e have 

employed to da.te a total of 17 people who are eontinuing with the work. They 

have made flo~v records and are makin~ analyses oi the character and quAlity 

of the sewa t;e. Surveys are being made of high level and lotiv level inter- 

ceptin; systems. Now we are up to the point of engaging a high class design- 	_ 

ing engineer. You can't find any in the country available. Y~e've had 

several people and several nhtional organi2ations out here up to ~. or 5 	 - 

months ago tvho wanted totake on the work. But now they notify us they are 	̀_:~ 

not interested .during the emergenc3~, and it appears ~hat vre're goin; to 	 - 
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; 	 be delayed £or sometime on completing and drawing up plans. Our e ffort is 
~ , 

bein~ directed tov~rard having; our in~'ormation complete and correct so that 

when we ca.n find the man for the job, we can put hin to ivork imr,~ediately. 

?~~'e visited nine different plants in the E~st. Sor.ie of them have problems 

very similax to our ov:m. The man vae really wan+ is ~Ir. 5chropfer in at. 

Paul. I believe he is one of' the finest operators and has one of the most 

efficient plants in the United States,from our observations of' other cities. 

.'Je have also jiven consideration to a man in Detro3t, but he novr is v~~orking 

on the Burma. Eoad. I don't Unow whether ZZr. Schropfer is interested in 

acceptin; the Portland position or not. He loves his ~aork, and I am un- 

certain ~^rhether we could get him to come out here, Hovaever, 1re're going 

ahead tivith what man power v1e can get which we believe is competert, and vre're 

	

~ 	 ~oin~ to carry it forlFrard as rapidly as we can even durin~ the emergency. 
,j 

	

~ 	 Durin; this v~rar iP Por-tland is bombed, it might completely change our sewer 

system, so we're sitting on the fence. :Es long as we're in the ~osition that 

we are at oresent, vre' re .~oin~; ahead with the v~rork. So far, ~y203,61~ has 	" 

been collected from the service charges. Twen-cy thousand dollars was used 

to pay the expenses o£ ~olman and Eddy. 1~e have spent actually on personal 

service and other minor expenses: equipment needed for testing, e tc., 

' W17,981.00. There is a balance ot';~165,638 .00,  which will be increased 

somevuhat yJhen the tax revenues are in from other districts. This total 

arill not be complete until about the middle o£ Tdarch if we discontinue the 

service charge. That money is going to be'used, ~,nd it vras so statetl that 

it would be used, to do all preliminary work, such as surveys ~nd to pre- 

pare plans upon which ~ contr~.c~or could give.us a bid. This would include 
°;:; 

	

`'~ 	 the engagement of a high class man to do the work. That is the status of 

the project today. As to what we intend to do, although it did not so state 
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in the ordinance or in the me_tter on which the people voted, it was our 	 ~`~~~ 
;`~ 

understanding, and yre were so advised b~r the city attorney it was in the 

Corrsnission's discretion, -to levv ~a sei.rer service charge. You are acquainted 

lwith our Equalization Boai~d. A certain ~mount of money ~vas ueeded to make 

the survey. ~t we.s the will of the council and recornmendation of the engin- 

eer at the time that this thin~ vrent before the council, that we lev~ r  a 

minimtun charge of 10 cents to rai~ a sufficient fund inrith which to prepare 

plans and make surveys. It w~.s the intent of the Council and was discussed 

openly at council meetin~;, and I think it was the general understandin~ of 

everyone that when sufficient funds were raised to do this tiwork that v~e would 

discontinue the sevrer users' ser~ice char,;e unless we wrere in a position to 

proceed ~rith actual construction of the plant. Vte have b~* publicity but not 

by ordinance put ourselves on record that when this rnoney is su£ficient, ~we 	:'"~+ 

would discontinue it until such time as we h~.d those plans ready, and ure 	~:_~ 

had a financiai s~ructure set up and approved, upon which we could proceed 

to construct interceptors and plant. 

b4r. ~allock: 'I'Thy not continue that fund for this system right 

along a.nd build up a fund? 

Mr. BovJes: No matter if we put on the 33 1~31, we would.still need 

a.very large ar,ount of money to construct a plant and intercepting system 

which would have to be raised by go-verntnent grant or a bond issue or both. 

The council is very much concerned about continuing this levy and building 

up a fund and then when the time comes, and we submit a bond issue or.govern- 

ment loan, the people will say °Pdo." If the Government said "No", and we 

had to ~o back to the people, and then the people said "No", which they might 

after this emer~ency is over, then we are in a position~of'lhaving s fund 
k',_:~ 

upon our hands ~~rith which we could do nothing but argue about from time to 

time. ~`€`e feel it is the better course to discontinue the charge as of the 

	

_ 	---... 	-_ 	- 	- 	_ 
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~ 	 first of January, and when the plar.s are camplete and our financial strur,ture ~ 
is approved, then i~nediately put it bac~ on at 10~ or 33 1~3~. 

L°r. Hallock: Has anybody cor~plained e.bout p~.ying the charges~ I 

must sa~r that it comes, to me as an astonishing bit of logic that it is a 

mista'_~e to acctunulate funds on the theory that you mi~ht ~e1; the raoney and 

then soMe dey be in the position ivhere you can't utilize it. 

IvIr. N~rendel: It appears to r:ie, and I think I'm voicin~ the sentinents 

of the Authority, from discussions we have had at Previous meetin~;s, that 

vrere you to no-t only continue this charge but to increase it to the maximtun, 

it would be proceedin~; lawf'ully both by the ordinance of the city and also 

according to the vote of the people in their desire to have the rvork done. 

You tivauld be broceedin; lawfuliy and wouldn't this period of emergency when 

	

~ 	 nothing can be clone in the vlay of construction be the time to accumulate 

	

~ 	funds v~hich can be used eventually in de£ra3nnent of part of the cost of' tne 

work? Of course, I don't expect that all the r.ioney needed can come from 

this fund unless this is going to be a 10 or 15 year war, vahich I doubt. 	. 

In the £irst place, it's just as if you and I vrere to go into business to- 

gether and needed ?~30,OOG to establish the business. If Ure had ~10,000, it is 

~ 	 much easier to borrow ~20,000. The city will find itself in that same posi- 

tion. If it attempts to float revenue bonds for 75io of the cost~ it is much 

easier to do it. You tivould have a junior security of cash onland. That is 

the first pr?nciple I would li~e to.establish. The second principle is this: 

I would 1'ike to see Yortland take the leadership in a program, as it has in 

many other respects, o£ trying to accumulate now some moneys for public v,orks 

which can be used when the deflation cories.--I~oney on hand that can give 

	

i .  ~ 	 empioycnent at a time when it will be badly needed so that we tvill not have 

to borrow from the future for employment. It might be the salvation of the 
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entire country if 1^re do this. ,Althou~h it is ca13 r  a drop in the bucket, 	r~~'~ 
: 	..~ 	'i 

__ _ 	 it is settin~ the way and vrould have a~utary effect upon every other 
~r 

munici~ality in the state. ~. 

P1Tr. I~allock: It vaould also have a tremendous rr.oral stiriulus. 

'~~?r. Botives: There is ano-L~her anole. This emer~ency has brou~;ht 

an additional burden on industrial and home o~vners. Unless this thing is 

discontinued or if ~re put on the maximum ir.unEdiately, there would be a move- 

ment to repeal the sebver users' service chsr~e which would be ~ut on your 

S~ay bal~.ot, and if I'm ~.ny jud~;e, it would be re~ealed, and we would be 

ti^rithout any ~e~.ns of proceedin~ at all. 

1~1r. 1''~endel: I seriously question that. 	 ' 

L4r. Bowes: 5uch a movement is on foot now. 

	

l~ir. Burch : In my jud~nent, it wiil be 1;exi years be£ore you can 	"~~ 
• 	

', 	~ 

	

finance the construction of seweraTe facilities. After the.war is over, 	=~=~ 

there v,rill be a period when bonds can't be floated. If the setiver users' 

charge is continued, you would have accumulated in the nei~hborhoed of 22 to ~ 

3 million dollars, tivhich vaould help out a lon~, long ways toward financing 

the cost of construction. 

T~4r. Hallock: Follovain~ the depression of 19 2~ the Municipalities who 

had money vrere in a position to move forward. I't is a tremendous stir~ule~ting 

influence. The difficulty is that so many people tivere caught with nothing. 
;. 

They were just helpless. if I can sense the feeling o~ the people, I~rouldn't 

be at all open to the possibility of the suggestion of repeal. 

Mr. ~ti~endel: If the time comes when repeal is attempted, vou will 

	

have pienty of proponents who vrill taY.e the st~mip for you vahich vlill f~.r 	 n 

	

. 	 , 

out-nLUnber those a~;ainst it. 	 ~~ 	,; 
, 	~: 

i, 
~r. Bowes: Ben I~.4orrow and the Board of' E,qualization have heard e. 



~~~ 

	

~.~{ 	 ~reat deal of industries on this thinn. You can't depend on the support 

of the felloti~a vrith a loVt income. Lniess he is interested in pollution, the 

only thinF; he sees is the extr~. 3U or ~.;0~. 

~~r. ~i';endel: I think ivhen it is es;plained to these industries and 

sr~all home cvvners that ~his is something v~hich tney in effect, ordered don° 

and ~•+nich is cer+a.in1~- desirable ~rom other standpoints--tivhen the;r under- 

stand, I tninl: ;Tou're goin~; to rernoz;e a la.rge p~rt of those objections. 

Id;r. ~o~rres: I hooe you're ri~ht; and certair.ly  that would be a 

logical ar~;urnent--to create employment v~rhen the baci~lo~ comes such as in 

19?7. And we're ~oing to need it. 

iir. i?allock: sod help us if the;, T  gut our domestic water suppl~,~ 

out of commission, and vre have to depend on the river for drinlcing water. 

	

~ 	 Col. A.ird: '~ie' re not concerned abouL industries so much as about 

	

' 	 differen~ home ov?nE:rs, etc. You can convince the industries as to the 

a.dvisibility of these thin~;s. 

T~ir. tis`endel : It is my understanding that the housevrives r e~.11y 

u~anted tY:is thing cleaned up. 

Col. ~'~ird: They vrant it, but they're not vriliing to pay for it. 

2?r. Leatch: ':iasn't the small home owner the one 1^rho voted i'or 

the charge? 

i,~sr. ;'~endel: I suppose the Commission, if we ti^rere to proceed 

blindly, could go ahead and order the city to do the v:rorf. The Co~ission 

l:as ta~en the attitude that as long as some r easonable progress continued to 

be made, the. Cor,uaission is goin~; to be content. Suppose v,re don't even re- 

	

,. ~ 	 quire that progress which can be made to be made, I vrould feel personally, 

	

~-'i 	 if the.people of the state concurre~ in that, that vre should ~o to the gover- ;. 

nor and resign our pos~s, and recomr.~end tPiat this latir be repealed. Isn't 

that logical? 
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u4r. Vea~ch: I knovr vre all get our reactions fror~~ indivicivals, but 	~ 

the r eaction we've gotten around the state is that outsic~e municipalities 

say you're lettin~; Portland lay dorm on this thing. I think_ the iacts that 

you gave here, r,4r. Bovres, should be made public. 

r~~r. Bov~es: .tie've riade them public time and ti~e again. 

U~ir. Veatch: I certainly agree with what has been said with re- 

gard to cont~r.uing oP the charge, f'o~ as I look at it, you are, by a painless 

method at the present time, doing sor.iething v,~nich the people can do at the 

present time. Undoubtedly, you Vrlll have a substantial fund accumulated 

by the time the city is ready to use it. 

t~7r. Botire ~: The Bqualization Board met and revievJed tne situation 

up to date, and they passed a motion, that, if in the jud ~nent of the city 
,, -,~ 

	

engineer, he would recommend the discontinuar.ce of the service charge to the 	;TM;Y_~ 

council, the council could act upon his recomriendation. The Equalization 

Board can do nothin; more than make reconffnendations. If the city council 

vvants to continue it or discor.tinue it,it's up to them. The cit;~ enginear 

will ma~e his recommendations to them. 

~I'r. '~~endel: This is a metter of polic~T . and finar.ce, not engineering. 

k4r. Botives: In the first place, someone came to ~ommissioner Clya~e 

and iaanted to lrno~^r whether or not they Vrould continue the charge when the 

stun he.d reached ~~100,000 and inasmuch as vre ha.d a.ecLUnula.ted that r~nd more, 

why should it be continued? P:ir. 1!4orrow, the city en~ineer, di'seussed it 

with me. ;&t my request, they called a meeting o£ the Eoualization Board and 

discussed continuing and discontinuing of seti~rer service charges. I just 

Vvanted their jud ~nent on the matter. It was their recommendatior. that the 

matter be left in the hands of the council and the cit en ineer. Th e council ~:,__~ Y ~ 

is the or.ly  one that can revo~e,the charge. 
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_ 	 Pnr. ~~°endel: Lon't you believe that there is some lo~ic ~.nd reason- _,.I 

, 
in~ to our point of vievr? 

j'~r. Bov~res: There are ~;ood Ar~urents on bo+h sides. You have 

stated a very sound policy this morning. 

P.4r. Hallock: lloes it really seem to you there could be a.ny sem~ 

blance of just cri~;icism which involves accumulating this fund which might 

resolve itself in a situation i,vhere you had a lot of money on hancl and 

couldn't use it? 

PdIr. Botives: I don't know hovr far:~.ilia: you are vrith the people of 

Portland. The ~reat rr~ajority are sM~.11 home oi~~ners. I think you ` d find out 

in a survey taken no~+r, ir. my judgment at least, that they woulc~ repea.l it. 

I ma.y be i~-rong. I hope 3~. I would hate to see it happen, and I~^rould 

hate to see ~ fund built up that this council o r some future council 

:~ 	 couldn't use because they vrouldn't ~ive us a bond issue. 

~ 	 I thi.nk the question before the council is v~~hether they're going 

to continue the 10¢ service charge. I'm franl~. to tell ~ou it would be 

utter foolishness to increase it to 27¢ todaS~. If an attempt tvere made 

just at this tir:ie to double or treble the amount collected--you'd have it 

repealed at the I+~sy prix~ary. 

I~?r. 1~Vendel: I think if the reasons for it were given proper sup- 

port and publicity-- 

D4r. Bov~es: Zl:.th this v~rar, you coulcin't give it adequate publicity. 

It's difficult right novr to get any kind of publicity. Things that were 

headlines last week are not even getting local briefs now. 

~ 	 (~enator Le~r ;~allace made his appearance). 

Col. Aird: l~e have an increase in property tax ~rrhich is a very 
~: 	: 

smail increase, but there's a lot of people wno object to the increase. 

The3r  ttirould probably object to this, too. 
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~,1r. r;allace: You don't propose to cut th~t off? 	 F~ 

Tvir. Bov.res: The cauncil is i;he onl;~ one to do that. 	 .~ 

I'~Qr. 'vVallace : The people ha.ve  voted thi s twice, or.e' time to bond 

the~selves. The people have expressed their opinion twice. I doubt if 

there tivill ~e any concentrated mover.nent on the part of the peopie to object 

to this. ~~hen I'm elected governor, the pollution won't stay in the 

Tdillamette River. 

It~r. Eawes: Sure as heil y~ou're not goin~; to be elected governor. 

Tur. l~~allace: 1~t~e11, I'm in the .Senate this year. 

It2r. Burch: 1~e11, why not go ahead with this thing, and then if 

you hace to fight for it, Pight for it. 

Lir. Bo~ves: You're righ~. 

114r. 1Yendel : Unfortunately, Portland' s rather on the spot vrith 	̀̀ ~ 
._:_~ 

o+her cities in the state. ~'YThen tive tell them to put in treatment vrorks, 

they say l001= at your ovm cit~~ of Portl~znd. Portland is reall~l a vulnera.ble ': 

point in our arguments. 

P~ir. Bov~es: I think lwe are ma~ing progress. 

P.7r. ~Yallace : I was down at Lebarion, and i fbund because of the 

paper mill or pulp mill oi some kind, there's quite a bit of pollution in 

the river there, and they seem to be ;oind ahead with tre~tment works noti~u. 

If these tov,ms out in the state cari do it, it's certainly ~oing to make it 

pretty diff'icult .  for the city of Portland to back down. 

.' T~?r. Z'~'endel: It took threatened court action on the part oY the 

Sanitary Authority before Lebanon started work. 

Mr• Halloc'a (to NIr. Botives): I would just li~e to urge you to 

'oin our ha ~ band and discoura e an ro rem w ic 	 e~_~ ~ 	 ~py 	 g 	y p g 	h h may be sn contemplation 
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'' ! 	to discontinue these char~es. 
i 

L?r. Bowes: The council has not discussed it yet. I don't knova 

what action vrill be taken. Before any action is t~,ken, a meeting of the 

council xrill be called a.nd +he matter wili be discussed. 

Ivlr. 1;sendel: t.tirould it avail anythin~ to have another joint ~eet- 

ing with the council? 

I~Zr. Bowes: If you could get them all to~ether. 

P~Ir. VJendel: 1~ahen will it come up before the councii? 

IvTr. Bowes: The first of JanuarV~ or first of February. Before 

any action is taY.en to repeal the act, I will call for a meeting with the 

Sanitary ~uthority and as many representatives of the city government a.s 

~ 	possible, to oet together before any action is taken. I£ any.action comes 

~ 	 up to repeal the charge, I tivill see th~t such a meetirg is held. 

~'Ir. cdendel: ~~Jhen Commissioner Bov;es left, tie promised to arrange 
. 	 , 

a joint r:ieeting bef'ore the city council, should they move to eliminate the 

charge. I tivould like some consicieration Uiven to the possibility of in- 

creas~in; the charge. I would have stopped Comrnissioner Bovres before he 

left and interjected that, had it not been for the presence of ~~ir. 1~Vallace. 

It was my hope that vTe could go further than merely the continuation of the 

present minimum, ~rhich is only around ,~'~150,000 a year. The tota.l of 33 1/3~ 

would still onl~ bring in ~~00,000 a year. 

1~Ir. ?iallock: I'm just a little fearful of the advisability of sug- 

gesting an increase at this time. The people are being bor,ibarded from ail 

,:~ 	 sides with advice to save their money, and the increases in taxes, etc. 
, 

~ 	 1;<ir. ~;(endel: The reason I favor this is because it is one_ form of 

~saving, even v~~ith the 33 1/3~ charge. 
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Dr. Stricker: The water rate ivill still be the lowest in the state. 

P,2r. Burch: It looks as tnough business conditions in Portland 	 -~ 

are likel;~ to be better than they have been. 

iv:r. Hailock: In spite of ali of' their talk, the fact remains that 

that outfit at the city hall are definitely hostile to this thing. ~hey 

embrace every opportunity to discourage us. 

~ur. ti9endel: ~o you thinl: it .advisable that vre shoulc3 urge more . 

than tliis r.iinimtiun chs~r~e? 

~ ~~r. Burch: I don't think so unless it is ~;oo lete for the 1:~ir~y 

prim.ary. 

P~Zr. Veatch: The council alti~ra~~s anticipates a lot of' thin;s th~t 

never happen, but I don't thin~ as a matter of polic;~, it ~rrould be wel:l to 

advocate an increase notK. 
~` ~ 

Mr. 1`~rendel: I'd like to see it done. 	 s 
s .,;: 

P~4r. ~Iallock: So would I, but this doesn't seem to be the time. 

L'r. Stricker: ?~;e should mal:e certain that it isn'± stopped com- 	,,. 

pletely. 

n;Tr. Halloclt: Once they ta~r.e it ofP, we're definitely through. 

I~Ir. til'endel: I take it you're opposed to doing anything Purther. 


