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MINUTES 
 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING 
May 25, 2022 

4:00 p.m. 
 

City Hall Council Chambers 
313 Court Street, The Dalles, Oregon 97058 

Via Zoom / Livestream via City Website 
 
 
PRESIDING: Robert McNary, Chair 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Bev Eagy, Forust Ercole, Eric Gleason 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: J. Scott Stephenson 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Museum Commission Representative Julie Reynolds 
 
OTHERS ABSENT: City Councilor Scott Randall 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Director Alice Cannon, Assistant Planner Kaitlyn Cook, 

Secretary Paula Webb 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair McNary at 4:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair McNary led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Gleason and seconded by Eagy to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion 
carried 4/0; Eagy, Ercole, Gleason, and McNary voting in favor, none opposed, Stephenson 
absent. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Eagy and seconded by Gleason to approve the minutes of April 27, 2022 as 
written.  The motion carried 4/0; Eagy, Ercole, Gleason, and McNary voting in favor, none 
opposed, Stephenson absent. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
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None. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
Pioneer Cemetery – FLI Landscaping will complete clean-up at the cemetery prior to the 
Memorial Day weekend. 
Assistant Planner Cook stated there are no applications pending for the June 22, 2022 meeting. 
Chair McNary asked if the Walking Tour was complete.  Assistant Planner Cook will return to 
the Commission with an update. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Gleason stated transients have been camping on the upstairs landing of the 
Original Courthouse.  Trash, cigarette butts and other remains were found.  Fire danger is a 
concern.  A temporary gate was installed; the applicant will return with a plan for a HLC 
approval.  
Commissioner Eagy noted the cruise ships have returned; multiple visitors are touring town. 
Museum Representative Reynolds added the Episcopal Church at E. Fifth and Union Streets 
discovered debris left behind by a large beer party.  Fencing is now a consideration. 
Commissioner Gleason stated the Wing Hong Hai building will have an open house on Sunday, 
June 26, 2022.  The Oregon Historical Society will publicize the event. 
Museum Representative Reynolds the Fort Dalles Museum has been busy with many cruise ship 
visitors.  The Museum is in need of volunteers.  The former Director position has been 
downgraded to “Head Docent.”  This position does not require historical background or 
knowledge of museum practice, but will supervise and support the docents. 
Director Cannon stated the Commission my see an increase applications.  The Urban Renewal 
Agency recently approved incentive grant programs for commercial, mixed-use, dwelling units 
and subsidized system development charges. 
Commissioner Ercole noted multiple attempts to use the Walking Tour application have resulted 
in uninstalling and reinstalling each time. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Chair McNary read the rules of a public hearing.  He then asked if any Commissioner had ex 
parte contact, conflict of interest or bias, which would prevent an impartial decision.  
Commissioner Ercole noted his grandmother works at the Civic Auditorium, but he had no 
conflict of interest or bias.  Chair McNary opened the public hearing at 4:21 p.m. 
Assistant Planner Kaitlyn Cook presented the staff report. 
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HLC Application 205-22, The Dalles Main Street/Walldogs, 323 E. Fourth Street, 1N 13E 3 BD 
9600 
Request:  Approval to paint one mural on the north-facing alley wall and one mural on the west-
facing parking lot wall. 
John Lehman, PO Box 331, The Dalles 
Mr. Lehman stated the north and west walls of the Civic Auditorium lend themselves nicely to 
murals.  Dimensions included in the application were based on maximum areas available to 
artists.  The Walldogs did not think it feasible for the areas to be completely filled with murals 
due to the expense.  Lehman was not in favor of reducing the allowed area; he felt it was 
important to allow the artists creative license.  He added the walls were recently repaired, sealed 
and painted.  These walls, located in alleys, “could tell a large story.” 
Museum Representative Reynolds asked why Staff’s recommendation placed the bottom of the 
murals 12’ from the ground.  Assistant Planner replied the purpose is to match the scale and 
horizontal features of the Civic Auditorium.  This recommendation is not in response to potential 
vandalism. 
Chair McNary asked if a master list of all murals was available.  Assistant Planner Cook replied 
there were upwards of 25.  [The Northwest Mural Fest list reflects 18 murals (Exhibit 2).] 
Museum Representative Reynolds left the meeting at 4:52 p.m. 
Commissioner Gleason asked if the applicant would be in favor of reducing the size of the mural 
on the west wall.  Lehman replied he did not want to limit the artists. 
Commissioner Eagy referred to a comment stating the proposed space was so large, it almost 
made the mural too expensive to paint.  She wondered why, when the mural expense is so large, 
the current argument is to retain the larger space.  Eagy was in favor of a rectangular mural for 
the north wall. 
Commissioner Ercole was appreciative of the work by staff and Mr. Lehman. 
Chair McNary closed the public hearing at 4:58 p.m. 
Commissioner Ercole was not in favor of staff’s recommendation, preferring the option of a 
bigger and brighter mural.  He stated he would not restrict the size of either mural. 
Commissioner Gleason felt confident the artists would consider the portion of wall blocked by 
cars and the potential for vandalism.  He suggested offering artistic license with a caveat to place 
the murals higher on the walls.  Commissioner Ercole noted the sloping walkway may 
automatically necessitate higher placement on the wall. 
It was moved by Gleason and seconded by Ercole to approve application HLC 205-22 of The 
Dalles Main Street and Walldogs with the modified conditions of approval, based on findings of 
fact detailed in the staff report.  This would include the four conditions of approval, with 
condition one modified to reflect the original mural area proposed. 
Chair McNary stated his preference for the mural to be compatible in scale to the structure. 
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