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Check out the Strategic Plan for
Youth Education 2020-2024 here:
http://www.currywatersheds.org/
education__outreach.aspx

YEP Students ‘In the Field’ y/ 0’ [ 4 ; / MI

7
/ YEP... WE ARE GOING OUTSIDE!

Curry Watersheds Partnership’s (CWP) Youth Education Program (YEP) meets 3rd-8th grade students and teachers in their classrooms to prepare for outdoor inquiry. Outside,
students discover natural processes and make meaningful connections to their community. Students visit gardens, forests, streams, farms, and fishing ports to learn how natural
and human systems interact. Enthusiasm for hands-on education guides youth to make observations, ask questions and engage in science. Students examine scientific processes,
career paths, and begin to construct an understanding of how humans impact their world. This may inspire behavior change and ignite their curiosity to learn more...




It is through knowledge, skills and greater awareness that we believe students will
become better stewards of Curry County’s watersheds and natural resources; whether
as the next generation of family ranchers, loggers, and commercial fishermen, future
guides who lead visitors along the Wild Rivers Coast, entrepreneurs who invigorate
the local economies, or leaders of our local governments and organizations. Through
hands-on watershed science and agriculture education, we are making the rest of the
CWP’s programs (habitat restoration, monitoring, etc.) more resilient and effective.

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR YOUTH EDUCATION

2020-2024 “In every walk with nature,
During the 2019-20 school year, YEP staff Statia Ryder and Cathy Boden worked one receives far 1’1,”101‘ <
with a consultant to take a step back and identify the program’s strengths, than he seeks!

weaknesses, opportunities and threats. This process involved interviews with
Curry County teachers, administrators, program partners, and CWP staff, eliciting
invaluable feedback that was the basis of a new Strategic Plan.

John Muir

To read the full Strategic Plan, please visit:
http://www.currywatersheds.org/education__outreach.aspx

The Strategic Plan for Youth Education serves in part to ensure that our
educational services remain consistent with CWP’s over arching mission. The
Plan sets guideposts in the form of a mission, vision, and goals for educational
services, along with a written statement of the fundamental values that have
guided and will continue to guide implementation. It includes a process forward

that includes partner collaboration to strengthen the YEP education goals.
Swamped Boots
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YEP MISSION:

To provide hands-on youth education in outdoor settings, promoting curiosity,
critical thinking, and community connections.

YEP VISION:

Those we serve are equipped to recognize and participate effectively in decisions
that impact dynamic relationships connecting ecosystem, community, and
individual health.

YEP GOALS:

Goal 1: Support schools’ achievement of state and national educational goals
relevant to Curry Watersheds Partnership mission.

Goal 2: Structure education program to enhance cumulative learning and encourage
broad skill development.

Goal 3: Establish foundation for program sustainability and growth.

YEP VALUES:

¢ Assure educational value through collaboration with local
educators.

¢ Maximize impact through alignment with state educational
standards.

¢ Assure equitable learning opportunities in all approaches to program
delivery.

¢ Promote critical thinking and individual initiative by encouraging
problem analysis, and development and evaluation of proposed
solutions.

¢ Regularly measure effectiveness through objective means, and
adjust accordingly.

¢ Acknowledge and honor traditional cultural values with respect
to the natural world, and traditional applications of natural science
principles.

Farm Field Trip



to align
dent needs,

ative vision
eep its

but with

o the new

alue in the
dens, stream
with over
be used to
/RITING,
of students

j

Forestry Science Skills Hiking with Trees and Shovels

Applying and Communicating Investigating
Share findings with others Plan investigations
Argue & critique ideas Collect data & make measurements
Solve practical problems Analyze & interpret data
Make & use models & diagrams Use field guides & other resources

N

WHAT SCIENTISTS DO \

Core To Field
Science

Explore
Observe
Ask Questions
Make Connections
Discover Science Mysteries

Make Explanations Based
on Evidence

—

WhatScintss Do + 7+ Student Acviy Guide

J

“What Scientists Do” graphic courtesy of
www.beetlesproject.org
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LOCAL BOARD MEETINGS

Currently being held via video tele-conference.
Please contact us for information on how to join.

kelly@currywatersheds.org

Curry Soil and Water Conservation District
Last Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Contact Liesl Coleman for more information:
liesl.coleman@currywatersheds.org

Lower Rogue Watershed Council
3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:30 pm
Contact Kelly Timchak for more information:

South Coast Watershed Council

4th Thursday of the month at 3:00 pm
Contact Miranda Gray for more information:
miranda.gray@currywatersheds.org

?M«OM&M FOR OUR CURRY COUNTY
FARMING AND RANCHING COMMUNITY

Two separate USDA assistance programs are available to help with the COVID19
market disruptions and the ongoing severe drought in Coos and Curry Counties.
Each program has slightly different rules and benefits. For more details call Farm
Service Agency County Executive Director Bret Harris at (541) 396-4323, ext. 2.

1. Livestock Forage Program (LFP) provides payments to ranchers with weaned
livestock on non-irrigated pasture located in drought-stricken counties, including
both Coos and Curry.

2. Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) helps farmers and ranchers
affected by the recent pandemic-related market problems (crops and livestock, all
counties). For CFAP details see www.farmers.gov/cfap .

The best way to start the application process for either program is email a request
to bret.harris@usda.gov. Alternately, you can call Bret at (541) 396-4323, ext. 2 or
send a fax to (877) 855-8382, Attn: Bret Harris.
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With my children home with me we take

daily walks around our new neighborhood
in Gold Beach. We moved in a year
ago and hadn’t really explored things.
Recently, as we made a loop we’ve made
a few times before I noticed a small, low
growing plant along a building. The plant
had bright green foliage, orderly leaves,
and a few small pink flowers. It looked
familiar, similar to the noxious weed Herb
Robert or ‘Stinky Bob’, but different. Then
it dawned on me - I had recently received
an email asking for updated distribution
information for shiny geranium, and
here it was. I took pictures and checked
with colleagues and sure enough, this

was the first reported case of shiny
geranium in Curry County. I went back
to assess the extent and found that at least
three properties in the neighborhood were
infested. Once you know a weed - how
hard control can be, how to spot it from
a mile away, how it takes over in such a
short time, how wildlife lose their food
sources to a monocultural invader, how
it is an inherited problem for landowners,
how it has very tricky ways of spreading
itself, how extreme measures are needed
to eradicate it - you can’t unknow it. You
can help prevent the spread of shiny
geranium in our county by going native!
- Erin Minster

STOP! Shiny geranium (Geranium lucidum, shown bottom left)

and Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum, shown twp lefi) — Annuals or
biennials up to 1.5 ft tall, typically as low-growing rosettes. Herb Robert
has fine white glandular hairs covering the entire plant, deeply divided
dark green-red leaves, and flowers are pink to purple. Herb Robert is
easily recognized by its unique strong, unpleasant smell. Shiny
geranium is hairless with yellowish-green shiny leaves that are lobed and

have tiny pink-to-purple flowers. Both plants generally spread by seed.
Photos: top courtesy of kingcounty.gov, middle credit Erin Minster, bottom courtesy of
oregon.gov

GO! Native replacements — Stream violet (shown left),
Beach strawberry. Each of these native alternatives serve a
fuller purpose than Shining geranium and Herb Robert. They
serve as ground cover, pollinator habitat, and provide berries
for wildlife.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH CONTINUED...

And lastly, in May, we celebrated Riley School Garden Coordinator Ali
Mramor’s new daughter Indigo! But with this news we learned that Ali and her
new family would need to leave the area for a new job. Ali was a wonderful
Garden Coordinator and we will miss her greatly! In order to fill her big shoes,
Master Gardeners, Curry Watersheds Partnership’s YEP, and the administration
at Central Curry School District are all working to secure funding to provide a
position for our next School Garden Coordinator. Please contact us if you, or
someone you know, might be interested in coordinating volunteers, teachers,
students, and plants in an outside learning environment.

Curry Watersheds Partnership
Staff & Contractors

Cathy Boden, Foodshed Education Coordinator

Liesl Coleman, Curry Soil and Water Conservation District Manager
Barbara Grant, NRCS Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) Technician

Miranda Gray, South Coast Watershed Council Coordinator
Matthew Hubbard, Field Technician

Drew Harper, Riparian Management Coordinator

Erin Minster, Technical Coordinator

Robbie Lascheck, Monitoring Coordinator

FARM TO SCHOOL GRANT
AWARDED FOR 2020-21

The YEP is pleased to announce that they hgve Statia Ryder, Youth Education Coordinator

been awarded an Oregon Department of Education o

“Farm to School” grant for the 2020-21 school Mary Spini, Administrative Assistant

year that will serve all Gold Beach and Port Matt Swanson, Contracted Restoration Project Manager
Orford-Langlois k-8 public school students. It Kelly Timchak, Lower Rogue Watershed Council Coordinator
is an ambitious project that includes 10 hours of Dustin Williams, Vegetation Management Program Project
natural science and agricultural education for each
k-8 student, delivering Next Generation Science
Standards, math, engineering, social studies and art
projects. Activities include school garden projects, ﬂ 4 Z M’

farm field trips, visits to community ports, stream w & e 4’
restoration projects on agricultural lands, a North

Curry ‘agricultural timeline’, and more. While the Funding and other support for work mentioned above has come from the Ford
YEP team is eager to get started, there is a strong Family Foundation, National Association of Conservation Districts, Natural
sense that much of the planning and implementation Resources Conservation Service, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, Curry
of this project will be slow to start in the fall, as County Master Gardeners, Bureau of Land Management, and YOU - the resilient

schools adjust. Stay tuned! \_ community of Curry County. D

Implementation Manager
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Gold Beach, OR 97444
(541) 247-2755
info@currywatersheds.org

Curry Watersheds Partnership is
a partnership of the Curry Soil
& Water Conservation District,
the Lower Rogue Watershed
Council, and the South Coast
Watershed Council, inspiring

conservation and stewardship for
the economic and community
well-being of Curry County.





