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Historic Landmarks Application – Narratives 
Building Owner:  Matthews Building, LLC – A-1 Tax South Alley Wall 

 
The City of The Dalles, The Dalles Mainstreet and the Walldogs Committee is preparing for a very 
exciting historic mural festival, scheduled to take place in August of 2022.  Fifteen (15) walls will be 
chosen and painted with historic murals during this exciting event.  The painting of these murals will be 
done by a group of professional painters called The Walldogs.  The Walldogs are a group of highly 
skilled, professional sign painters and mural artists from all over the globe.  During the week of August 
20, 2022, some 250 Walldogs painters will converge on our fair city to create beautiful, handcrafted and 
professionally painted murals with images of The Dalles area people, places and products that have 
historic significance to our town.  The murals will all be completed within a five (5) day period.  This 
wonderful event is designed to bring our community together and to bolster tourism into the future. 
 
There are already two (2) examples of the Walldogs murals painted downtown on building walls along 
3rd Street.  Blanche McGaughey, pro rodeo rider mural is painted on the east facing wall of 207 West 3rd 
Street and World Famous Cherries mural is painted on the east facing wall of 103 East 3rd Street (see 
Exhibit “A” for photos of these new murals).  Please check out these two murals to see examples of the 
beautiful work that the Walldogs have instore for us in August 2022! 
 
 
Narrative #1:  Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (11.12.095, D) 
The building which is the subject of this application (Matthews Building – A-1 Tax) is located in The 
Dalles Commercial Historic district and is classified as Non-Compatible, Non-Contributing.  This means 
that the building was built later than the period of significance for the historic district (late 1800- 1920’s) 
and is not of the correct vintage (Non-Compatible) and the building no longer has many of its original 
features or has been completely modified (Non-Contributing).  The only purpose for this project is to 
paint a historic mural on a small portion of the south alley wall of this building.  No other changes or 
modifications will be made to the structure.  The building architecture will not change in any way, and 
the use will remain unchanged.   
 
The subject wall for this application is located on the east end of the building, facing south (alley) at the 
building address 122 E. Second Street in The Dalles.  The section of south alley wall being considered for 
this application measures approximately 15’ tall and 24’ wide.  The area proposed for painting a mural is 
marked with a green dashed line on the attached building wall photo (see attached Exhibit “B”).  The 
wall is constructed of a light tan colored brick.  The mural will be painted directly onto the brick in the 
area shown or a clear coat will be applied prior to painting, depending on the current condition of the 
bricks.  The area that is actually painted will depend on the future mural design layout.  Warm water and 
a mild surfactant will be used to remove any foreign materials, such as oils or dirt, that would keep the 
mural paint from adhering.  NO SANDBLASTING WILL BE USED ON ANY OF THE BUILDINGS INCLUDING 
THIS ONE.  Cleaning of the building will only be done by the gentlest means possible that will not 
damage the brick material in any way.  Once clean, the wall will be allowed to dry, will be painted with 
an appropriate primer, will have artwork outlines projected at night onto the primed wall, and then the 
mural will be painted in its entirety. 
 
The standards have been carefully reviewed and all applicable standards for rehabilitation by the 
Secretary of the Interior have been met. 
 



 
Narrative #2-B:  Alterations, New Construction, Relocations (11.12.070) 
This mural project will not involve any new construction or relocation of the building or parts of the 
building in any way.  The mural added to the south alley wall will be the only alteration to the building.  
No brackets or architectural features will be affected or changed in any way by the new mural. 
 
The 15’ tall by 24’ wide area is the only portion of the wall that will be painted with a mural.  Currently, 
the bricks are natural with no paint on their surfaces.  Depending on their current condition, they may or 
may not be clear coated to protect the brick for the future.  No sandblasting will be used for preparation 
of this wall for painting.  Only the most gentle methods of cleaning will be used for removing dirt, debris 
and grease or oils.  As stated previously, only a very mild surfactant may be used to remove foreign 
materials such as dirt and grease, to make sure the paints adhere properly.  Once clean, the wall can be 
primed and painted with the final mural artwork. 
 
Narrative #3-A:  Design Guidelines: The Dalles Commercial Historic District (11.12.095, F-N) 
The design guidelines in this section stress that “The Dalles’ downtown is a pedestrian friendly 
environment” and that “rehabilitation should contribute in making downtown The Dalles an inhabitable 
place that is pleasant for walking”.  The Walldogs murals will add to this pedestrian friendly environment 
by giving pedestrians interesting historic murals to seek out and enjoy, while at the same time, learning 
about The Dalles’ rich and diverse history.  Once the murals have all been painted, a map will be created 
that will lead pedestrians, both tourists and local residents, into and through our Historic Downtown to 
discover the different historical paintings.  This mural, as well as all the other Walldogs murals, will only 
add to the historic value of our downtown buildings. 
 
Again, sandblasting of bricks or block walls will not be used.  It is strictly prohibited in this section, as 
well. 
 
Narrative #4:  Sign Guidelines (11.12.095, O) 
This section stresses that “signs should not be the dominant feature of a building or site, yet they are a 
key component to identifying businesses and contributing to the livelihood of the street with their 
individuality.”  This wall mural will not be the dominant feature of the building.  The 15’ x 24’ section of 
the south alley wall is a very small portion of the total face area of this entire building (again, see Exhibit 
“B” for view of wall).  A historic wall mural will only add to the historic nature of our downtown by 
educating tourists and local residents about The Dalles’ rich history.  This mural will only add to the 
livelihood of our downtown streetscape and will attract tourists. 
 
Guideline 2.h. Murals are not recommended on primary, secondary, and historic buildings as they 
lessen the integrity of the architecture and damage the building surface.  
 
As stated at the beginning of this narrative, this building is located in The Dalles Commercial Historic 
district and is classified as Non-Compatible, Non-Contributing.  This means that the building was built 
later than the period of significance for the historic district (late 1800- 1920’s) and the building no longer 
has many of its original features or has been completely modified.  There are no real outstanding 
architectural features that would be lessened by a mural in this location.  A mural will be painted 
directly onto the existing bricks or may have a clear coat to protect them for the future, depending on 
their current condition.  This building is not a primary, secondary, or historic building which means a 
mural could clearly be supported and approved for this building. 



Exhibit “A” 
Walldogs Mural Examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

207 West 3rd Street 
Oregon Motor Motel Parking Lot 

103 East 3rd Street 
The Dalles City Hall Parking Lot 



Exhibit “B” 
Matthews Building (A-1 Tax) South  Alley Wall 

Possible Mural Dimensions 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthews Building (A-1 Tax) 
South Facing Alley Wall 

24’ 
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