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313 COURT ,STREET 

THE DALLES, OREGON 97058 . · 
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Application is required for modifications and/or alterations to the exterior of certified 
historic structures and all structures within certified historic districts. Additionally, 
new.construction within established historic districts are also required to appear before 
the City of The Dalles Historic Landmarks Commission. 

Applicant 
Name 
Address 
Phone 
Business 

. Name 
Site Address 
Phone 
Map and 
Tax Lot 
Zonin 
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Please describe your project goals. 
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How will your project affect the appearance of the building and or site? 
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What· efforts are being made to maintain the historic character of this structure? 
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What is the current use of this property? V E.l4 \<!.l.1! :l)f ~"?LA'( 14-r 77( E.. • 
fo{2J: ;l)(f 9--f.~ /Vl .k ;S84 w\ 

Will the use change as a result of approval of this application? Yes.@ 

List any known archeological resources on site. 
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The review criteria for each application are the Secretary of the Interior's Standards. These standards .;... 
have be~ a~opted by City Ordinance 94-1194 as local review criteria. 

I certify that the above information is correct and submit this application with six (6) copies of 
a site plan d1·awn to scale, six {6} copies of detailed, elevation drawings with proposed changes, 
and six (6} current color photographs (4X6 inch minimum} of the building/structure front 
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Owner(ifnotthe_applicant) · VVt4-M ~11'• . 
I have reviewed the above application and certify that it is complete and accepted for processing. 
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Historic Landmarks Commission Review of Proposed New Siding for One Wall of the Vehicle 
Display Building, Fort Dalles/Anderson Homestead Museum. 12 February, 2020 

In November of 1953, American Legion Post #19, with assistance from the local Carpenters 
Union, started the construction of a building on the grounds of Fort Dalles Museum to house 
their historic vehicle collection. The finished building is wood framed with corrugated 
aluminum metal siding and roofing. Over time the thin siding has deteriorated, and the Museum 
Commission is proposing to replace the siding on the east wall (the wall that faces into the 
museum grounds) of the Vehicle Display Building with a more compatible wood siding. The 
proposed wood siding will be 4 x 8 foot plywood sheets stained to match the weathered color of 
the older adjacent museum buildings. Vertical 1 x 2 inch wood battens will be placed at 10 to 12 
inch intervals to match the siding pattern of the Surgeon's Quarters and the open vehicle sheds. 

FIGURE 1: NOVE-MBER 1953PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE DALLES CHRONICLE SHOWING A BULLDOZER BEING USED TO 

LEVEL THE AREA WHERE THE VEHICLE DISPLAY BUILDING WAS BUILT. FOUND IN A SCRAP BOOK AT THE WASCO 

COUNTY/CITY OF THE DALLES LIBRARY. 
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Historic Landmarh Commission J?.eview of Proposed New Siding for One Wall of the Vehicle 
Display Building, Fort Dalles/Anderson Homestead Museum. 12 February, 2020 

THE DALLES, OREGON, WEDNESDAY EVENING NOVEMIEt -~s--~ 

Museum Shed 
Work Scheduled · 
• To Start Soon 

_._.,..., w be built qn the irt. Oallea mv- • , 
CARRIAGE HOU8E-Pre-ovt rnawrlala tor "': ... _Mia :rn- driver tor Pre-Cut Building• Inc. 
aeum prop•~ were delivered this morning b)' ••• n foreman. and Bob Aoopcr, 
of Portland. Bob Garr•~ (left), Wllll•m• Cone tr .... - nllh,,dumplng load. In rear- ;at ldt I 
Amer-lean Letlon Hcr1tary, look on •• Hoard pf'e1 I \ 
11 a part of the 1heda ~lch now houee the v• ltlo lllo , 

Pre~Cut Sections 
Arrive on Grounds 

F 

FIGURE 2:NOVEMBER 25, 1953ARTICLE FROM THE DALLES CHRONICLE ABOUT THE BEGINNING OFT'"'E VEHICLE 

DISPLAY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. FOUND IN A SCRAP BOOK AT THE WASCO COUNTY/CITY OF THE DALLES LIBRARY. 
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Historic Landmarks Commission Review oj Proposed New Siding for One Wall of the Vehicle 
Display Building, Fort Dalles/Anderson Homestead Museum. 12 February, 2020 

- -

FIGURE 3: VEHICLE DISPLAY BUILDING AT FT DALLES/ ANDERSON HOMESTEAD MUSEUM, SHOWING THE EAST 

FA<;ADE THAT FACES THE MUSEUM COMPLEX. THIS IS THE WALL PROPOSED TO BE RESIDED WITH WOOD. 

FIGURE 4: DETAIL VIEW OF THE EXISTING CORRUGATED ALUMINUM METAL SIDING AT THE VEHICLE DISPLAY 

BUILDING. 

3 



STATE OF OREGON INVENTORY 
OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

State Historic Preservation Office 
Oregon State Parks, Salem, OR 97310 

County __ w_a_s_c_o ________________ _ 

Theme Pioneer military. Gothic Revival arch. -------------=-------------

Name 
(Common) Ft. Dalles Surgeon's Quarters 

(Historic) sam=e:__ ______________ _ 

Address West 15th & Garrison Streets 

The Dalles, OR 97058 

Present Owner Oregon Historical Society ___ --=._ __________ __.,._ ___ _ 

/\ddress Portland, Oregon 
---

Original Use ___ s~geon's Quarters 

Date of Construction 1859 ---------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------ --- - --

-Qhysica1 description of property and statement of historical significance: 

Oregon I s premier example of the C-0thic Revival Style house architecture. Executed 
in heavy timber construction. The wood came from the old Mill Creek sawmill at 9th 
and Mill Creek and the material for the sandstone foundation and chimneys from 
Scenic Drive Quarryo Only remaining building of old Fort Dalles (1849-1866). 

Architecture. The one-and-one half story building designed by Louis Scholl, is based 
on a design in Andrew Jackson Downing's Architecture of Country Houses (1850). It 
illustrates all _characteristic Gothic Revival features; steep gable roof with pro­
jecting ·central facade gable, exterior end chimneys with corbeled brick caps, pointed­
arched door and window frames, wood framing, and brackets under projecting windows. 
The board-and-batten siding, which gives the building a vertical look, was preferred 
by Downing. Its symmetry is atypical of Gothic Revival buildings. 

Historical Significance. The complex was first established as Camp Drum in 1850, and 
was the only post between Fort Vancouver and Fort Laramie. Became Fort Drum in 1853 
and named Fort Dalles in 1855. 

The buildings were arranged in a semi-circle, with the parade grounds occupying the 
present site of the Colonel Wright Elementary School. A diverse civilian community 

(cont.) continue on back if necessart_ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------·-------

Recorded by Jack Lesch Date 2~/~8~5=-------------

Sources consu1ted (continue on back if necessary): 
Citv of The Dalles Comprehensive Plan, 1982 
Clark, Rosalind. Architecture Oregon Style. Portland, Oregon: Professional Book Center 

1983. 
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grew adjacent to the Fort and provided merchantile and hotel conveniences for 
residents and the many travellers who stopped at The Dalles to replenish their 
stores. 

The facility was abandoned in 1867. Only the Surgeon's Quarters has survived from 
this period. It is preserved as a historical museum. 




