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CITY OF TROUTDALE 
                                  “Gateway to the Columbia River Gorge” 

 

AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING 

Troutdale Police Community Center – Kellogg Room 
234 SW Kendall Court 

Troutdale, OR 97060-2078 
 
 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 – 7:00PM 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL, AGENDA UPDATE. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment on non-agenda and consent 

agenda items is welcome at this time. Public comment on agenda items will be taken 
at the time the item is considered. Public comments should be directed to the Presiding 
Officer, and limited to matters of community interest or related to matters which may, or 
could, come before Council. Each speaker shall be limited to 5 minutes for each agenda 
item unless a different amount of time is allowed by the Presiding Officer, with consent of 
the Council. 

 
3. CONSENT AGENDA:   

3.1 MINUTES:  May 14, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting; May 28, 
2019 City Council Regular Meeting; June 11, 2019 City Council 
Regular Meeting; June 25, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting; and 
July 9, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting. 

3.2 RESOLUTION:  A resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign 
an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Multnomah County for a 
Broadband Feasibility Study. 
 
 

4. REPORT:  SummerFest  
 Amy Machesic, West Columbia Gorge Chamber of Commerce 

 
 

5. RECOGNITION:  Completion of the North West College of Construction 
Student Apprenticeship Project – new covered picnic shelter at Columbia 
Park. Tim Seery, Parks & Facilities Superintendent 

 
 

6. REPORT:  An update on the Mayor’s Square Park / Parking Lot 
improvements.  

 Tim Seery, Parks & Facilities Superintendent, 
  Fred Ostler, Public Works Director & 
  Carol Allen, Parks Advisory Committee Chair 

 
 

Mayor 
Casey Ryan 

 
 

City Council 
David Ripma 
Randy Lauer 
Jamie Kranz 
Glenn White 
Nick Moon 

Zach Hudson 
 
 

City Manager 
Ray Young 

 
 

City Recorder 
Sarah Skroch 
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7. DISCUSSION:  A presentation on updating fees and charges. Ray Young, City Manager 

 
 

8. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS  
 
 

9. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
        
             
     Casey Ryan, Mayor 
      Dated:  August 21, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Council Regular Meetings will be replayed on Comcast Cable Channel 30 (HD Channel 330) and Frontier Communications 
Channel 38 on the weekend following the meeting - Friday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 9:00pm. 

 
Further information and copies of agenda packets are available at: Troutdale City Hall, 219 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy. Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; on our Web Page www.troutdaleoregon.gov or call Sarah Skroch, City Recorder at 503-674-

7258.   
 

The meeting location is wheelchair accessible. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for other accommodations for 
persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours before the meeting to: Sarah Skroch, City Recorder 503-674-7258. 
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MINUTES 
Troutdale City Council – Regular Meeting 

Troutdale Police Community Center – Kellogg Room 
234 SW Kendall Court 
Troutdale, OR  97060 

 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019 – 7:00PM 

 
 
1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL, AGENDA UPDATE  
Mayor Ryan called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Ryan, Councilor Ripma, Councilor Kranz, Councilor White, Councilor 

Moon and Councilor Hudson. 
  
ABSENT:  Councilor Lauer (excused) 
 
STAFF:   Ray Young, City Manager; Ed Trompke, City Attorney; Sarah Skroch, City 

Recorder; Chris Damgen, Community Development Director; Tim Seery, Parks 
& Facilities Superintendent and Fred Ostler, Public Works Director. 

 
GUESTS:  See attached. 
 
Mayor Ryan asked if there were any agenda updates. 
 
Ray Young, City Manager, stated agenda item #5 will be removed due to North West College 
of Construction unable to appear.  
 
2.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment on non-agenda and consent agenda items is 

welcome at this time. 
<0:01:54> 
Kathy Scott, Troutdale resident, stated she lives in Beaver Creek Lane and represents the 
Neighbor Watch. Officers are not patrolling the area, not showing up when complaints are 
called in and non-emergency has a hold time of 25 minutes. The neighborhood was reassured 
there would be a lot of coverage.    
 
<0:05:23> 
Tanney Staffenson, Town Center Committee Chair, shared that the committee has been 
meeting for quite some time and working on rewriting the River Renewal Plan. The committee 
has done a lot of community outreach, including 3 open houses, and the Urban Renewal Area 
gets discussed often. The committee has offered to be of any service to vet any proposals that 
come in regarding the Urban Renewal plans and would appreciate being involved in the 
process.  
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<0:07:18> 
Carol Allen, Troutdale resident, shared her concern about the change of the speed limit from 
60mph to 50mph on I-84. People are not slowing down and she’s worried about being hit by 
people and people not paying attention. 
 
3.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 3.1 MINUTES: May 14, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting; May 28, 2019 City Council Regular 

Meeting; June 11, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting; June 25, 2019 City Council Regular 
Meeting and July 9, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting. 

 3.2 RESOLUTION: A resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign an Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) with Multnomah County for a Broadband Feasibility Study. 

MOTION: Councilor Ripma moved to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by 
Councilor White.  

 Motion Passed 6-0. 
 
4.  REPORT:   SummerFest  
<0:10:29> 
Trevin Webb, West Columbia Gorge Chamber of Commerce Treasurer, introduced himself and 
Special Events Manager, Amy Machesic.             
 
Amy Machesic stated currently SummerFest is scheduled for the third weekend of July and the 
Chamber would like to propose having that date changed to July 11th to avoid inevitable 
conflicts with other events already scheduled to happen that weekend.  
 
<0:12:40> 
Ray Young commented that there is a current resolution that the Council approved the third 
Saturday in July, but staff could bring forward a new resolution in September for Council to 
approve.   
 
5.  RECOGNITION:   Completion of the North West College of Construction Student 

Apprenticeship Project – new covered picnic shelter at Columbia Park. 
Ray Young pulled this item from the agenda. 
 
6. REPORT: An update on the Mayor’s Square Park / Parking Lot improvements. 
<0:18:54> 
Fred Ostler, Public Works Director, shared a PowerPoint presentation with the Council 
(attached as Exhibit A).  
 
Carol Allen, Parks Advisory Committee Chair and Tim Seery, Parks & Facilities 
Superintendent, explained the Tree Well in Mayor’s Square portion of the PowerPoint 
presentation.  
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Councilor White explained his concern with the tree possibly buckling the concrete, wind issues 
and multiple uses of that location and the tree may be in the way. 
 
<0:21:41> 
Councilor Ripma stated he shares Councilor White’s concerns with the tree possibly buckling 
the concrete. He also pointed out that the tree would only be the correct size for a short time 
and then the City would have to replace it. 
 
Tim Seery explained that a Noble Fir was the option being considered, which is not a root 
casting tree and the size would work for 30-45 years with no buckling with the tree well.  
 
<0:27:05> 
Councilor Moon asked if the raised well would be high enough to provide seating around it. 
 
Tim Seery responded yes, there would be some seating. 
 
<0:28:45> 
Ray Young suggested to take washable paint and mark out how large it would be so Council 
can get an idea of the size and look at the impact. 
 
<0:29:42> 
Councilor Ripma stated it’s a big expense. Symbolically it’s nice but he worries about it not 
being a good use of tax money. 
 
<0:34:24> 
Fred Ostler continued the PowerPoint presentation covering the Mayor’s Square parking lot 
update. 
 
7. DISCUSSION:  A presentation on updating fees and charges. 
<0:46:29> 
Ray Young stated this discussion is a follow-up to a discussion Council had about a year ago. 
The City has needed to update these fees from some time now because the cost of doing 
business keeps going up. Many of the fees have not been reviewed in a decade or longer. Staff 
is working towards a master fee document which will make it easier for the public to find all the 
fees and the document can be more easily and regularly updated.  
 
<0:54:15> 
Councilor Kranz suggested a day use or parking fee at Glenn Otto and then possibly having a 
reduced annual parking pass for residents.   
 
<0:58:30> 
Tim Seery stated in the 5 years he’s been employed with the City the fees have not changed 
for facilities. He checked local city’s park’s fees and has proposed fees lower than those, 
outlined in Exhibit D of the packet. 
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Ray Young mentioned that all the fees go towards heating buildings, maintenance, cleanup, 
mowing, etc.  
 
<1:03:45> 
Mayor Ryan asked why the City is doing this. Is it because the City is under budget or is it to 
keep up with other cities? 
 
Ray Young responded the cost of doing business has gone up, salaries have gone up, 
maintenance costs have gone up and fees haven’t increased. There is a break for residents, 
public schools and non-profits on a lot of the fees. 
 
Councilor White expressed concern for the residents with fees increasing. He suggested 
lowering fees for residents even more and then buildings would be rented more often.  
 
Councilor Kranz stated she would also like to see a bigger benefit for Troutdale residents to 
encourage more of the community to get involved. 
 
<1:07:34> 
Mayor Ryan stated he would like to see higher fees for non-residents and lower for residents. 
Also requested staff to come back with a side by side comparison of current fees and proposed 
fees. 
 
<1:14:26> 
Chris Damgen, Community Development Director, explained the proposed fees in Exhibit B, 
included in the packet, and stated that the exhibit did not include permit/building fees. He went 
on to explain that the proposed planning fees were prepared almost 2 years ago and that the 
Planning Commission is in support of the fees. Chris showed the Council a PowerPoint 
presentation on Community Development fees and charges (attached as Exhibit B). 
 
<1:25:27> 
Mayor Ryan stated he is concerned with the amount of fee increases that have happened since 
he’s been on the Council. Buildings are empty and people aren’t coming in. The City needs to 
be careful. 
 
<1:27:46> 
Chris Damgen explained that some cities go through this process in depth and then do an 
annual increase based on cost index so there doesn’t have to be a full revisit. 
 
<1:29:13> 
Councilor Moon stated most of the fees are minimal, but some of the fees are 400-500% 
increases. 
 
<1:29:48> 
Ed Trompke, City Attorney, stated the standards have changed for some of the Public Work 
stormwater fees. An explanation for the steep increases would be nice to be able to justify 
them. 
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<1:30:55> 
Chris Damgen explained that the larger increases are based on the sheer amount of dedicated 
staff time to the project and also the loss of assistance with other workflow. 

<1:33:39> 
Councilor White stated a fair solution might be doing something similar to what Parks is doing 
with lower rates for residents. 

<1:36:15> 
Ray Young explained the City has done a lot of due diligence. 

Councilor Kranz stated she likes idea of pegging the process up against the CPI so Council 
and staff doesn’t have to revisit it regularly. She stated she is interested in proposing the idea 
of a resident credit. 

<1:41:20> 
Fred Ostler explained that a lot of the work done on the fees and charges proposal was done 
before his arrival and he does not know the background on most of the changes. 

Mayor Ryan asked if it would be more helpful to bring it back when Travis Hultin is available. 

Fred Ostler responded yes because Travis is the one who has done most of the work on the 
proposal. 

<1:43:30> 
Ray Young stated that staff would bring this item back to Council when Travis is available. 

8. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
<1:43:46> 
Ray Young provided the following staff communications: 

• 35 more days to recruit committee members
• City offices will be closed for Labor Day
• There is a burning ban in Multnomah County
• The Sheriff’s Office is doing their Sheriff for a Day Academy on Friday, September 13th

at 8:00am
• Movies in the Park tomorrow night
• October 23rd is the first public input and Open House for the trail along the waterfront
• Executive Session on September 17th

9. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
<1:47:53> 
Councilor Ripma echoed the praise for Movies in the Park. The setup and sound system were 
spectacular. He commented on Carol Allen’s point about the 50mph zone and he agrees people 
should be ticketed. 
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Sheet1

		Base Project =		Lump Sum Price

		Add Option 1 =		Tree Well

		Add Option 2 =		Bike Shelter

		Add Option 3 =		Additional Bike Racks

		Other Options =		Yet to be determined
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